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Jordan seeking details of Croatia incident 

0fficiak . “** Samday tbey were trying 
to get Mi information on an incident on Friday where aBsl- 

•^3?^T^" 0dea,llFrida y and a Jordanian sol- 
were . wounded near U.N. headquarters 
in die last Serb-held area m Croatia. An unidentified sus- 
ped -was aiTKted alter the shooting in Vukovar, UN. 
spokesman Philip Arnold told reporters in Zagreb The 
inpMwhowere also unidentified, were taken to a hospi- 
tal, he said Further details were not given. The Belgian, 
whose name was pot released, is the fhst member ofthe 
UK international force to be shot [q death in Serb-held east- 
ern Slavonia since Januaiy 1996. when the United Nations 

began supervising the peaceful restoration of Croatian rule 
there- Mr. Arnold quoted a commander of the 5,000-person 
force, Belgian Willie Hanset, as saying the shooting “has 
necessitated initiation of control measures. ... the situation is 
connuoed Some 4,200 Belgian troops are part of the force. 



Mubarak’s son steps out of shadows 

DAVOS (R) — The son of Egyptian President Hosni 
Mubarak, an increasingly visible figure on the public scene, 
said on Saturday he wanted to make a contribution to poli- 
cy-making but did not yet seek a political role. Gamal 
Mubarak, a professional investment banker, has stepped out 
of the shadows in recent months in his capacity as a member 
of economic lobbying organisations. He is on the executive 
committee of the U.S -Egyptian Presidents' Council an 
advisory body which reports straight to President Mubarak 
and UJS. Vice-President A1 Gore as pan of the partnership 
for economic cooperation and development launched in 
1994. The council is an independent body of business exec- 
utives who assist political leaders by identifying opportuni- 
ties for the private sector and obstacles to its growth. The 
World Economic Forum has named him as one of 100 
“global leaders for tomorrow'* — a nomination given 
prominent coverage in the government press in Egypt. 
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Baghdad denies moving 
troops towards Kuwait 
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BAGHDAD (Agencies) — 
Iraq on Saturday denied 
allegations that it was mov- 
, ing troops southwards and 
« potentially threatening 
Kuwait 

“There have been no 
unusual troop movements 
in southern Iraq,” a military 
spokesman told the official 
Iraqi News Agency. 

The official added that 
there have been no changes 
“in the normal lines used 
for training our forces 
throughout Iraq, especially 
in the south.” 

The statement was a 
response to Kuwaiti allega- 
tions on Friday that Iraq 
was reinforcing units in the 
south. 

On Thursday, Iraqi dissi- 
dent groups claimed that 
two brigades of Iraqi spe- 
cial forces, or 6,000 sol- 
diers. were sent to the 
southern city of Basra. 
Opposition groups in Lon- 
don suggested they were 
positioned to try to counter 
„ anti-government rebel 
attacks in the area. 

Basra is 500 kilometres 
south of Baghdad and about 
50 kilometres from the 
Kuwaiti border. 

Kuwait has been wary of 
Baghdad since Iraq invaded 
die emirate in 1990. Iraqi 
forces were driven out of 
the emirate by a U.S.-led 
,__n. 

\ Tuesday; a. U:S. offir 
rial said Iraqi forces have 
’maintained' a rapid pace of 
training over the.past sever- . 
al weeks, presumably to 
educate new commanders 
put in place after a recent 
purge. The official, who 
spoke on condition of 


anonymity, said the United 
States was carefully moni- 
toring the situation. 

Kuwait’s Information 
Minister Sheikh Sand Nass- 
er AI Sabah was quoted by 
Kuwaiti newspapers on 
Saturday as saying Iraq had 
between 150,000 to 
180,000 troops deployed 
some 50 kilometres north 
of Kuwait. 

“If they get instructions to 
move, it will not take them 
more than a few hours to 
reach us,” said the minister 
whose country’s some 
20,000-man strong military 
is still in the process of 
rebuilding after the 1990- 
91 seven-month Iraqi occu- 
pation. 

“Those who have surveil- 
lance systems, like satel- 
lites, can confirm it,” the 
military official said, 
adding that “Kuwaiti allies, 
such as the United States 
and Britain, have not made 
such allegations.” 

“We also have reports that 
Iraqi President (Saddam 
Hussein) is boosting his. 
regular army in the south 
with units, of the Republi- 
can Guard.” he said, allud- 
ing to the country’s elite 
fighting force. 

Sandy Berger, President 
Bill Clinton's new national 
security adviser, said Tues- 
day there had been 
manoeuvre* irclraq recent- 
ly.-but TKhted they, wopoot, 
unusual at this time of- the 
year. 

The White House also 
said on Wednesday -that it 
did believe an Iraqi inva- 
sion was possible at the 
current time. 

Still, the comments did 


not appear to be enough to 
placate Kuwaiti concerns. 

“Saddam Hussein has 
rebuilt his forces destroyed 
by (U.S.-Jed) coalition 
forces during the Gulf war. 
He is in a position to threat- 
en Kuwait,” Sheikh Saud 
said. 

“If Saddam Hussein 
decides to commit a suici- 
dal act, which he would be 
doing, then nothing will 
stop him.” 

The official Iraqi newspa- 
per Al Jumhuoriya 
described the Kuwait alle- 
gations as “test ballons with 
the goal of creating fear by 
the Kuwaiti leaders lead- 
ing them to loose control 
and commit more stupid 
acts against the Iraqi peo- 
ple.” 

The paper called on 
Kuwaiti leaders to “under- 
stand that they must work 
for their own interests and 
not get caught up in this 
new campaign,” and should 
instead “correct the errors 
ofthe past.” 

A Kuwait newspaper, in 
rare criticism of the United 
States since the 1991 Gulf 
war,raeanwhile criticised 
U.S. statements that Iraq 
toyed with ideas of invad- 
ing Kuwait again. 

Al Rai Al A am said in a 
front-page editorial such 
’ remarks by Washington 
‘ t^reflect negatively on the 
Stability of Kuwait and its 
economy.” 

According to the original 
no-fly, no-go zone enforced 
by Western allies in 1992, 
Iraq can have a total of 
60,000 troops south of the 
32nd Parallel. 


No breakthrough with Netanyahu 
expected in Davos talks — Arafat 
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DAVOS (Agencies) — 
Palestinian FTesident Yasser 
Arafet forecast Saturday that 
there would be no break- 
through in the Middle East 
peace process when he meets 
Israeli President Benyamin 
Netanyahu at the World Eco- 
nomic Forum here. 

“Definitely not, because 
everything is not moving,” 
Mr. Arafat said in response to 
journalists' questions about 
die chances of a break- 
through. 

Mr. Arafat was speaking at 
his hotel after a meeting with 
Egyptian President Hosni 
Mubarak, one of the other 
main players in the stuttering 
Middle East peace process, 
who is also in Switzerland for 
the forum. 

“We (spoke) of many tilings 
combined. I put him in the 
picture of the whole situation 
in the land." said Mr. Arafat of 
his meeting with die Egypt- 
ian leader. 

Mr. Arafat is due to meet 
Mr. Netanyahu on Sunday in 
what wil] be their first 
encounter since the Jan. 15 
watershed pact which extend- 
ed self-rule to the West Bank 
city of Hebron. 

“What we are asking for is 
an accurate and honest imple- 
mentation of what has been 
agreed upon,” the Palestinian 
leader said. 

Me Arafat, who arrived at 
Davos at around noon (1100 
GMT), said a tripartite meet- 
ing, hinted at Friday by a top 
Palestinian official, will not 
go ahead. 

Mr. Mubarak was quick to 
congratulate both Mr. Arafat 
and Mr. Netanyahu fra- hav- 
ing reached agreement on 
Hebron. 

Under the Hebron deal, 
about 80 per cent of the dty 
■ was turned over to Palestin- 
ian rule and some 400 Pales- 
tinian police officers were 
deployed. 

Further Israeli withdrawals, 
required under a 1995 interim 


peace accord signed by the 
previous Labour government, 
are to be carried out in three 
stages between March of this 
year and mid- 1998. 

The final borders between 
the sides will be decided in 
talks slated to begin mid- 
March and scheduled to wind 
up by May 1999. 

The Israeli pullout from 
Arab parts of Hebron had 
been scheduled for March 
1996, fart was delayed by 
Israel’s previous government 
and put back further by Mr. 
Netanyahu so be could seek 
greater security guarantees 
for the settlers. 

UN. Secretary-General 
Kofi Annan said Friday he 
was expected to be briefed on 
die Middle East peace process 
this weekend by Israeli, 
Egyptian and Palestinian lead- 
ers. 

The UN. chief confirmed 
he had meetings with Mr. 
Netanyahu, Mr. Arafat and 
Mr. Mubarak. 

“I think we will obviously 
touch on the Middle East 
peace situation and the UN. 
croups on the ground." Mr. 
Annan lold reporters at a press 
briefing here. 

The UN. has troops in 
southern Lebanon, on the Syr- 
ian Israeli border and in 
Jerusalem. “It is going to be a 
very interesting discussion,” 
be said. 

Israel is endangering die 
peace process by delaying 

implementation of agree- 
ments already signed and 
undermining future agree- 
ments, the Palestinian cabinet 
said in a statement Saturday. 

Palestinian Minister of 
Higher Education Hanan 
Ashrawi warned that Mr. 
Netanyahu was now stalling 
on further talks in order to buy 
time for reinforcing Jewish 
settlements in the W'est Bank 
and East Jerusalem, and thus 
"create facts" before negotia- 
tions resume. 

“We feel ihat Israel has used 


the time and the positive out- 
come of the protocols on 
Hebron in order to contravene 
all other agreements.” Ms. 
Ashrawi said following a late 
night meeting of the Palestin- 
ian cabinet Friday. "Israel is 
using the tune not just to cre- 
ate facts, but also to under- 
mine the possibility of further 
agreement” 

Citing a long list of griev- 
ances against Israel, including 
the expansion of settlements. 
Israel’s sealing of borders to 
Palestinians, failure to resume 
negotiations on outstanding 
issues and the withholding of 
fends that the Palestinians 
claim Israel owes them from 
Palestinian taxes, the cabinet 
warned the peace process was 
still in trouble. 

“The Palestinian leadership 
insists that all these acts 
endanger efforts to put the 
peace process back on track,” 
said a statement issued by the 
cabinet early Saturday, fol- 
lowing its meeting in Gaza 
City. 

Ms. Ashrawi said Mr. Arafat 
would present the list of griev- 
ances to Mr. Netanyahu and to 
other leaders during his stay in 
Davos. 

Among the grievances, Ms. 
Ashrawi added that Israel was 
delaying the establishment of 
committees to negotiate issues 
left outstanding in the Hebron 
agreement, including discus- 
sions over Israel's promised 
further redeployment from 
rural areas in the West Bank, 
the release of prisoners, and 
the opening of a Palestinian 
port and airport in Gaza, 

She also accused Israel of 
violating agreement with an 
Israeli military directive to 
halt Palestinian construction 
and bouse renovations in 
Hebron, which the cabinet has 
decided would continue 
nonetheless. 

“We have taken a very clear 
decision that we will continue 
the renovation of homes.” 
Ms. Ashrawi said. 



VENICE CARNIVAL: People in masks parade through St Mark's Sq 
Venice, Italy, as carnival kicks off on Saturday. Every year all over Itah 
val is celebrated till Feb. 11 (Reuters photo) 


uare in 
y cami- 


Crown Prince urges intellectuals 
to adopt objectivity, pragmatism 
while tackling national issues 


By P.V.Vivekanand 
Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince 
Hassan on Saturday called 
on intellectuals to adopt 
objectivity as a fundamen- 
tal guideline and be ratio- 
nal, cool and pragmatic 
while discussing issues of 
national interest. , 

The Crown Prince also 
emphasised that the initia- 
tive to build civic societies 
should come from the peo- 
ple themselves through 
comprehensive dialogue 
rather than people waiting 
for others to take the initia- 
tive for them. 

“Future is what you make 
of it rather than believing 
that someone else designs it 
for you,” said the Crown 
Prince. 

The Crown Prince, 

addressing a gathering of 
Jordanian journalists, writ- 
ers, artists, publishers and 
poets after an iftar he host- 
ed for them, called for “par- 
ticipatory democracy where 
people play the major role 
in building civil societies." . 

“Globalism is on its way, 
but you have to be part of it 
by taking the initiative to 
reaffirm your identity and 


culture rather than reacting 
to debates," said the Crown 
Prince. 

Emphasising the need for 
pragmatism rather than 
emotions while dealing 
with national issues, the 
Crown Prince said: “We 
should exchange ideas with 
objectivity and cool heads. 
It is time to be mature and 
address each, other in a 
civilised manner and with 
objectivity.” 

“Responsible freedom 
should not be confused 
with freedom from respon- 
sibility,” said the Crown 
Prince in an implicit refer- 
ence to personalised 
attacks, baseless assertions 
and spiced reporting 
appearing in the local 
media. particularly in 
weekly tabloids. 

The Crown Prince reiter- 
ated Jordan's position that 
the problem of Palestinian 
refugees should be resolved 
on the basis of their right to 
return home or receive 
compensation in return as 
stipulated in United 
Nations resolutions. 

“1 do not understand why 
people should cast doubt on 
Arab rights,” said the 
Crown Prince, adding that 
every convention and 


international law clearly 
protects the rights of the 
refugees. In this respect, he 
cited the Universal Decla- 
ration of Human Rights, the 
Non-Discrimination Con- 
vention of 1965, the Gene- 
va conventions and several 
regional conventions. 

- “We need a better under- 
standing of rights,” said the 
Crown Prince. “We want a 
new humane*'' world 
order...” 

The Crown Prince point- 
ed out that while Israel is 
preparing for “final status 
negotiations with the Pales- 
tinians. “we are not talking 
about the present but of the 
past.. .the culture of rituals.” 

The Crown Prince also 
emphasised the importance 
of Arabs stepping forward 
to include cultural and reli- 
gious rights and include 
them in the realm of human 
rights as part of an Arab 
renaissance movement. 

“Why should we shy 
away from cultural interac- 
tion with others," said the 
Crown Prince, citing East 
Asia as a model with whom 
the Arabs could launch 
such interaction. 

The Crown Prince also 

(Continued on page 3) 


Israeli pullback in Hebron could 
encourage Syria, Egypt asserts 


DAVOS, Switzerland (R) — Egyptian For- 
eign Minister Arar Musa said on Saturday 
that Israeli withdrawal from remaining 
parts of Palestinian land was the key to bet- 
ter relations with Egypt and progress 
towards peace with Syria. 

Speaking in the Swiss resort of Davos on 
the eve of the first meeting between the 
Egyptian and Israeli leaders for more than 
six months, Mr. Musa said a bad atmos- 
phere in relations stemmed from the initial 
policies and practices adopted after Israeli 
Prime Minister Benyamin Netanyahu took 
power last June. 

Egyptian President Hosni Mubarak met 
Mr. Netanyahu in July but later accused 
him of reneging on agreements. He refused 
to meet him again until Israel reached an 
agreement with the Palestinians on 
Hebron. 

The bad annosphere was not personal.” 
Mr. Musa told Reuters in an interview. “We 
had reservations about certain policies and 
practices but we see in the Hebron agree- 
ment (signed last monih) and in particular 
the timeframe for further withdrawals a 
positive sign that would help change the 
atmosphere.” 4 

“Now we have to pursue actively the rest 
of the steps of the Palest ini an-Israeli track, 
first of which is to withdraw or redeploy 
from the villages and the rest of the land of 
the Palestinians — this will be the key to 
change.” he added. 

Mr. Musa said Syria, which has had no 
direct talks with the present Israeli govern- 
ment, had good reason to be suspicious of 
Israel’s commitment to anything it signed. 

“But if the Hebron agreement and the 
annexed one on the next steps are imple- 
mented, then the Syrians and Lebanese will 


see that Israel is respecting what it has 
signed. 

“So the signing of the Hebron agreement, 
coupled with implementation, would cer- 
tainly encourage the Syrians and Lebanese 
or at least show there is a positive point in 
getting a deal with the government of 
Israel ” he added. 

Syria itself continues to insist that only an 
Israeli commitment to withdraw from all 
the Golan Heights will bring it back to the 
negotiating table. 

Mr. Mubarak and Mr. Netanyahu will 
meet in Davos on Sunday but Mr. Musa 
said a tripartite meeting including Palestin- 
ian President Yasser Arafat was not yet a 
certainty. 

“But if the circumstances allow and the 
time allows the issue will be the peace 
process and what next,” Mr. Musa said. 

The minister, in Davos for the annual 
meeting of the World Economic Forum, 
said the Egyptian government wanted to 
tell the international business community 
that it was ready for integration into the 
global economy. 

“Egypt is open for business, ready to link 
up with the international economy accord- 
ing to the accepted rules... We are very opti- 
mistic about the future and we consider 
ourselves part and parcel of the 
international market,” he said. 

The World Economic Forum organised 
the third Middle East and North Africa eco- 
nomic conference in Cairo in November 
and the meeting helped stimulate unprece- 
dented interest in Egypt as a destination for 
foreign investment. 

Foreign funds have been pouring into the 
Egyptian stock exchange and fixed-income 
markets and in direct investments. 


Jordan involved in 
effort to end Sudan 
crisis, Kabariti says 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Prime 
Minister Abdul Karim 
Kabariti Saturday briefed 
the Arab and International 
Affairs Committee of Par- 
liament on the latest devel- 
opments in the region and 
Jordan’s stand towards 
them. 

Mr. Kabariti stressed Jor- 
dan’s support for Sudan in 
defending its territorial 
integrity and said the King- 
dom rejects any foreign 
interference in Sudan’s 
internal affairs. 

“Jordan is currently hold- 
ing intensive diplomatic 
contacts aimed at helping 
Sudan to overcome this cri- 
sis and has been in touch 
with the United Arab Emi- 
rates (UAE) in a bid to 
back its mediation efforts 
aimed at ending disputes 
between the Sudanese gov- 
ernment and the country’s 
opposition groups," said 
Mr. Kabariti. 

He said that Jordanian 
and Sudanese officials will 
exchange visits in the 
course of coordinating 
diplomatic efforts “to deal 
with the crisis and to foil 
Ugandan, Eritrean and 
Ethiopian goals in Sudan.” 

“(Former) Sudanese 
Prime Minister Sadeq AI 
Mahdi asked to visit Jordan 
but we have not replied to 
his demand. We are seeking 
coordination - with The 
Sudanese government for 
his visit. We will do our 
utmost to secure the unity 
and sovereignty of Sudan," 
he said. 

On Iraq. Mr. Kabariti 
noted that there was an 
early agreement between 


the governments of Jordan 
and Iraq to supply Jordan 
with its needs from Iraqi oil 
at low prices in accordance 
to a special protocol. 

‘The Iraqi government 
wanted to revise the proto- 
col to be in line with the 
new oil prices. Therefore 
Iraq raised its oil prices 
from $15.23 per barrel to S 
19.10,” said the prime min- 
ister. 

He said that the new 
price of oil means an addi- 
tional burden of $70 mil- 
lion on the Treasury. 

However, he said, there 
is no plan to raise feel 
price. 

Mr. Kabariti briefed die 
committee on Jordan's 
efforts to lift the sanctions 
imposed on Iraq since its 
invasion of Kuwait in 1990 
and to alleviate the suffer- 
ing of the Iraqis. 

On the Lebanese and Syr- 
ian arenas, Mr. Kabariti 
said the government had 
sent a memorandum to the 
Lebanese on the release of 
three Iraqi diplomats who 
had confessed the killing of 
Jordanian Taleb Souheil in 
Beirut and that another 
memo was sent on the 
detention of Jordanian 
Darrar Karmi working at a 
Beirut hotel. He said thal 
the Lebanese government 
replied, saying it considered 
the memos, dn interference 
in their internal affairs. Mr. 
Karmi was released last 
week. 

The prime minister said 
that Syria was angered by 
the Hebron agreement and 

(Continued on page 3) 


Sudan sends mixed 
signals on UAE bid 


KHARTOUM (Agencies) 
— Sudan on Saturday sent 
mixed signals after an offer 
from the United Arab Emi- 
rates (UAE) to mediate in 
the fighting in the east of 
the country. 

The rebels, who took con- 
trol of territory in the east 
of Blue Nile state in an 
offensive that started on 
Jan. 12, said it wanted 
international backing 
before agreeing to any 
deals. 

Sudanese Minister for 
Cabinet Affairs Saiaheddin 
Mohammad Ahramad Kar- 
rar appeared to welcome 
Thursday’s mediation offer 
telling the independent 
Akhbar Al Yom daily that 
the UAE would send an 
envoy to Sudan shortly to 
begin the mediation 
process. 

But government spoke- 
sman and Information Min- 
ister Brigadier Al Tayeb 
Ibrahim Mohammad Khair 
rejected talks as untimely 
saying that Sudan's top pri- 
ority was to reclaim territo- 
ry captured by the rebels in 
the Blue Nile region. 

“Dialogue is considered 
by the Sudanese govern- 
ment as a matter of princi- 
ple, strategy and policy, but 
now the top priority is 
given for the liberation of 
the occupied territories,” he 
said. 

And Mr. Karrar said his 
government would agree to 
a ceasefire only if the rebels 
could prove they were not 
being supported by 
Ethiopia. 

Khartoum has accused 
Ethiopia and Eritrea of sup- 
porting the Sudanese oppo- 
sition and deploying troops 
on Sudan’s territory. 

Gen. Khair also said Sat- 
urday that Uganda had 
massed troops along the 
southern border and was 


. preparing for an all-out 
offensive that could include 
the use of chemical 
weapons. 

He accused the United 
States and Israel of backing 
Uganda and added that 
both countries, as well as 
Britain, were training 
Ugandan troops. 

. 'The British in particular 
are training personnel on 
the 122-mm guns” Gen. 
Khair said, adding that no 
reconciliation was possible 
“under military pressure.” 

UAE President Sheikh 
Zayed Ben Sultan Al- 
Nahyan made the media- 
tion offer in a telephone 
conversation with 

Sudanese President Omar 
Al Bashir on Thursday. 

Sudanese opposition 
groups reacted by saying 
they will only accept a 
peace accord on condition 
that there are international 
guarantees it will be 
respected, a spokesman 
said Saturday. 

The Khartoum govern- 
ment had no credibility, 
said Omar Nour Al Dayem. 
the spokesman for the 
National Democratic 
Alliance, which groups the 
main opposition factions. 

“We will only accept 
negotiating with this 
regime if we have guaran- 
tees that any agreement 
would be respected.” he 
said from the opposition 
base in Asmara, reached by 
telephone from the Egypt- 
ian capital. 

The opposition spoke- 
sman in Asmara meanwhile 
confirmed that the opposi- 
tion would meet there on 
Feb. 15 to decide whether 
to accept the mediation 
offer. 

“We have given our 
agreement in principle. We 

(Continued on page 3) 
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‘2000 YEARS OF CHRISTIANITY”: Catholic Sister Marlene Salemeh shows clothes of nuns from the 19th cen- 
tury displayed at the “2000 years of Christianity” exhibition at the Holy Hearts College in Beirut's northern sub- 
urb of Bauchrieh. The fair includes a large collection of ancient headdresses and tiaras once worn by clergymen 
from all Christian sects (Reuters photo) 


Cyprus protests Turkish warships’ 
visit to breakaway northern port 


Baz: Sudan 
is Iran's 
'Trojan horse' 


UNITED NATIONS (R) — Cyprus has 
protested to the United Nations over a 
recent visit by three Turkish warships to [he 
Turkish-held pan of the island. 

In a letter to Secretary-General Kofi 
Annan circulated on Friday, the charge 
d'affaires of the Cyprus U.N. mission. 
James Droushiotis. referred to the docking 
at Famagusta on Jan. 25 for five days of the 
frigate Fatih and the gunboats Dogan and 
Gurbet. 

‘On behalf of my government I wish to 
protest strongly these illegal actions, which 
are in \iolation of the principles and provi- 
sions of the charier of the United Nations 
and preemptory norms of international law 
as well as United Nations resolutions, 
including binding decisions of the Security 
Council." he said. 

Mr. Droushiotis added that the Cyprus 
government declared the ports of Fam'agus- 

Karavosp^i and Kyrenia closed to all 
..^.Vessels "following the Turkish invasion of 
1974." This was a reference to Turkish 
troops who took over the north of the island 
after a coup in Nicosia engineered by the 
military junta then ruling Greece. 

Mr. Droushiotis said the visit by Turkish 
warships was ‘ but the latest of a series of 
continuing provocative acts by Turkey 
against Cyprus, manifested by threats of 
the use of force against the republic of 
Cyprus in statements made by key officials 
of the Turkish government. *' 

He was alluding to warnings by Turkey 
that it would prevent the deployment of S- 
300 anti-aircraft missiles which the Greek 
Cypriot-led government in Nicosia recently 
announced it was purchasing from Russia! 

“These threats were most recently incor- 
porated in the so-called 'joint declaration' 
of Jan. 20. 1«97 between President (Suley- 
man i Dcnurel of Turkov and the Turkish 
Cypriot leader. Mr. (RauD Denklush." Mr. 
Droushiotis said. 

He also sent a separate letter to the secre- 
tary-general strongly protesting the joint 
declaration, which, he said, violated Secu- 
rity Council resolutions deploring and con- 
demning the breakaway Turkish Cypriot 
stale headed b\ Mr. Denktash that was 


established in 1983 but is recognised only 
by Turkey. 

He said the "threats contained in the joint 
declaration" amounted to a direct threat to 
use force, in violation of the U.N. Charter. 

“The republic of Cyprus is a sovereign 
state and a member of the United Nations 
and it has the inalienable right to defend 
itself and the freedom to decide on its 
armaments." the letter said. 

In Davos. Switzerland. Cypriot President 
Glafcos Clerides offered on Friday to can- 
cel the controversial plan to buy Russian 
anti-aircraft missiles if Ankara agreed a 
deal on the future of the island. 

“Of course, we don't want to waste the 
money," he said in answer to a question at 
a news conference. 

Mr. Clerides, who was attending the 
World Economic .Forum, said that the mis- 
siles would in any case not be deployed for 
at least IS months. . -i ■ 

The veteran leader urged the international 
community to bring greater pressure to bear 
on Turkey to reach agreement on the island 
where the two communities have been par- 
titioned for over 20 years. 

The European Union should make it clear 
to Ankara that its hopes for eventually join- 
ing the economic bloc were dependent on 
resolving the problem of Cyrpus. 

“(A solution) requires a concerted action 
by the United States, the Europeans, to con- 
vince Turkey that if it continues to occupy 
that pan of Cyprus.. .you cannot be accept- 
ed (into the European Union).” Mr. 
Clerides said. 

They have to "pass a clear message to 
Turkey that you have to solve the Cyprus 
problem." he said. 

The Cyprus government has proposed a 
federalist state in which both communities 
would have a high degree of autonomy. 

U.N. special representative for Cyprus 
Han Sung-Joo of South Korea is in Cyprus 
on u week-long visit aimed at preparing the 
ground fora face-to-face meeting between 
Mr. Clerides and Mr. Denktash. 

But Mr. Clerides said that he did not 
know when the meeting would take place. 


PARIS (R) — A top Egypt- 
ian official has accused Iran 
of using Sudan as "a Trojan 
horse” lo infiltrate Africa but 
said Tehran “cannot prevent 
the fall of the Sudanese 
regime.** 

Osama A1 Baz. President 
Hosni Mubarak's senior 
political adviser, made the 
comments in an interview 
broadcast on Friday by 
Radio France International. 

Mr. Baz last year accused 
Tehran's Islamic rulers and 
Sudan of being behind an 
attempt to assassinate Mr. 
Mubarak during a visit to 
Ethiopia. The Egyptian 
leader survived the attack. 

' ‘Tran £ 'using' Sudan 'as a 
Trojan horse through which ■ 
it is trying to infiltrate neigh- 
bouring countries.” Mr. Baz 
said. 

'Tor example, the 
Sudanese regime is opening 
embassies in West African 
countries, which are proven 
to be a front behind which 
Iranian intelligence aims to 
promote Iranian and Shi’ite 
influence. It is a dangerous 
matter," he added. 

He said Cairo would press 
Khartoum to change its for- 
eign policy and “stop inter- 
ference in the internal affairs 
of its neighbours, stop being 
a threat to its neighbours and 
notably to Egypt's security.” 

“We believe that no foreign 
element, neither Iran nor any 
other country, can prevent 
the fall of the Sudanese 
regime or keep it in power, or 
help the opposition or pre- 
vent it from coming to 
power.” Mr. Baz said. 


Franco-Israeli relations 
back on track — Levy 


PARIS lR) — Israeli For- 
eign Minister David Levy 
said after meeting French 
President Jacques Chirac 
on Friday that ties between 
the two countries, strained 
during Mr. Chirac's recent 
visit to the Middle East, 
had now mended. 

“My meeting with the 
president underlines our 
mutual decision to rein- 
force our links and to 
demonstrate this to all 
those who thought our rela- 
tions would not again be 
what they were (before the 
chill).” Mr. Levy said. 

“I believe our relations 
will be much stronger in the 
future... our meeting was 
not only satisfactory but it 
contained much promise 
for the future," Mr. Levy 
told reporters. 

Foreign Minister Herve 
De Charette, who met Mr. 
Levy separately, said he 
wanted more Franco-Israeli 
cooperation in all areas this 
year and that he would visit 
Israel in the next few 
weeks. Defence Minister 
Charles Millon will visit in 
February. 

The pledges of friendship 
were aimed at ending a 
chill of several months 
marked by a public con- 
frontation between Mr. 
Chirac and Israeli security 
men in occupied Jerusalem 
in October which drama- 
tised differences over the 
terms for peace, the role of 
Europe and the city's sta- 
tus. 

Referring to a meeting in 
Damascus on Wednesday 
between European envoy 
Miguel Angel Moratinos 
and Syrian President Hafez 
A1 Assad, Mr. Levy told 
reporters: 

“I have been informed 
that Syria was interested in 
the statements I made 
recently on the need to 
restart negotiations and on 
the formula which would 
allow this.” 


Questioned on reports 
that Syria would only nego- 
tiate with Israel after ascer- 
taining its position on two 
U.N. Security Council res- 
olutions which call for 
exchanging land for peace, 
Mr. Levy said: “We must 
speak face-to-face but we 
will not accept a diktat 

‘We have to find com- 
mon ground between our 
two positions." 

Mr. Levy added that 
Israel still adhered to its 
principles and said the 
October 1991 Middle East 
Madrid conference had 
been based on the same two 
resolutions. 

Peace talks with Syria 
were suspended by Israel’s 
previous government after 
a wave of attacks 1 1 
months ago. 

Syria demands Israel 
resume the talks from the 
point at which they 
stopped, insisting the previ- 
ous Israeli government had 
approved the principle of 
full withdrawal from the 
Golan Heights, seized by 
Israel in the 1967 Middle 
East war. 

But Israeli Prime Minis- 
ter Benyamin Netanyahu 
opposes the land-for-peace 
formula which has been the 
basis for five years of nego- 
tiations. 

Mr. Chirac’s spokes- 
woman Catherine Colonna 
quoted him as stressing that 
Mr. Levy was the first 
senior figure from the 
region he had met since the 
Hebron accords si gning 
earlier this month. 

“Chirac said after the 
meeting that he was happy 
to note the Israeli govern- 
ment’s determination to go 
forward and continue the 
peace process," Ms. Colon- 
ua said. 

Mr. Levy plans to address 
a public rally on Sunday in 
Paris hosted by French 
Jewish associations before 
flying home. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Nicaragua plans to open embassy in Israel 


MANAGUA (R> — Nicaragua plans to open its first-ever 
embassy in Israel as pan of the foreign policy of new Pres- 
ident Amoldo Aleman, a government official said on Fri- 
day. “In a desire to strengthen its ties with the nation of 
Israel, the government of Nicaragua is proceeding with the 
steps necessary to open an embassy in that country. For- 
eign Ministry spokeswoman Claudia Paniagua told 
Reuters. The proposed embassy follows the reestablish- 
ment of diplomatic relations between the countries in 1992 
under former Nicaraguan President Violeta Chamorro. Ms. 
Paniagua said the government had not yet decided where it 
will locate the embassy in Israel or when it will open. 
Under the left-wing Sandinista government, which ruled 
Nicaragua from 1979-1990 with Soviet and Cuban back- 
ing, relations between the countries were poor, as 
Nicaragua favoured Israel's hostile neighbours, such as 
Libya. Mr. Aleman, a right-wing lawyer and coffee grower, 
took office on Jan. 10. 


Indonesia to deploy 24 jets for pilgrims 


JAKARTA (R) — Indonesia will set aside 24 jets to rake 
195,615 Muslims malting the- annual pilgrimage to Mecca, 
the Jakarta Post newspaper said on Saturday. The president 
of Ganida, Soepandi, was quoted as saying tire national car- 
rier would lease 19 jets from foreign airlines in addition to 
using its own aircraft for the Hajj and start flights next 
month. Devout about SO per cent of Indonesia’s 200 million 
people are Muslims, malting it the world’s most populous 
Islamic country. Every year there are logistical problems in 
moving pilgrims from across the vast archipelago to Five 
gateway airports for the 10-hour flight to Saudi Arabia. 


Tlirkey says it kills 40 more rebels 


DIYARBAKIR, Turkey (R) — Government forces have 
killed 40 Kurdish guerrillas in eastern Turkey, bringing the 
rebel death toll for clashes in the last two days to 79, secu- 
rity officials said on Friday. The emergency rule governor’s 
office said in a statement that the latest Kurdish Labour 
Party (PKK) casualties occurred in fighting in the last two 
days in the provinces of Elazig and Bingol. It did not give 
any figure for military casualties and no independent con- 
firmation of the death toll was available. Security officials 
said on Thursday that 39 rebels had died in the provinces of 
Batman, Simak and Bingol. More than 20.000 people have 
died in the conflict between Turkish troops and the PKK, 
fighting for autonomy or independence in the mainly Kur- 
dish southeast 


Ship runs aground off Saudi coast 


DUBAI (R) — A cargo ship carrying 34,000 tonnes of 
bulk barley ran aground off the coast of Dammam in east- 
ern Saudi Arabia, the daily Saudi Gazette reported on Sat- 
urday. The ship was about 200 kilometres from the King 
Abdul Aziz seaport in Dammam, the paper said, adding the 
vessel would be refloated after some of its cargo had been 
unloaded. It did not say how die ship ran aground or when 
the incident had occurred. 


President vows Turkey will remain secular 


ANKARA (Agencies) — 
Turkish President Suleyman 
Demirel has said that 
Turkey would retain its secu- 
lar status which had made it 
“the most developed Muslim 
country." Anatolia news 

agency reported. 

‘Turkey as a secular state 
which affairs of state and 
those of religion are kept 
separate and where minds 
are free.... have no fear, 
TUikey will stay that way,” 
Mr. Demirel said in a speech 
to high school pupils. 

Mr. Demirel said he was 
the “custodian of the secular 
republic”, and added that 
Turkey owed its current 
level of development to the 
secular and democratic sys- 
tem founded in 1923 by 
Mustafa Kemal Ataturk. 
“Nobody can deny this,” he 
said. 

“The Turkish republic is 
the only secular state among 


55 Muslim countries. It is 
also the one which has seen 
the most development dur- 
ing this century.” he said. 

Mr. Demird’s statement 
came as the ruling Islamic 
party has been multiplying 
initiatives seen as running 
counter to the country's sec- 
ular traditions. 

Prime Minister Necmettin 
Erbakan’s Welfare Party has 
drawn up a bill to allow girls 
to wear the Islamic headscarf 
in government offices and in 
universities. The move has 
prompted strong criticism 
from the secularists. 

The same party has also 
sought to withdraw from the 
official Turkish Aviation 
Institute (THK) its monop- 
oly over the lucrative collec- 
tion of hides from sheep sac- 
rified in the traditional *Eid 
A1 Adha feast which falls 
this year in mid- April. 

The party on Friday insist- 


ed it would go ahead with 
the building of new mosques 
in Ankara and Istanbul and 
allowing civil servants lo 
wear Islamic headscarves 
despite opposition from sec- 
ularists. 

“Of course mosques will 
be built in Taksim (in Istan- 
bul) and Cankaya (in 
Ankara),” the state-run Ana- 
tolian news agency quoted 
senior Welfare member 
Oguzhan Asilmrk as saying. 

Mr. Erbakan has mostly 
steered clear of introducing 
Islamic norms into public 
life since his Welfare Party 
gained power in a coalition 
with the conservative True 
Path Party last June. 

But in the fasting month of 
Ramadan. Welfare has put 
forward pledges for mosques 
in Istanbul and Ankara, 
introduced shorter workdays 
for fasting civil servants and 
promised to allow female 


‘ civil servants to wear head- 
scarves. 

Mr. Asilturk said the party 
would fulfil the people's 
expectations step by step. 

“It is not possible to under- 
stand the prohibitive mental- 
ity of those who say they are 
modem, while many women 
cover themselves in France." 
he said, in response to a 
question about the ban on 
wearing headscarves. 

The Turkish republic was 
founded as a strictly secular 
state by Kemal Ataturk from ^ 
the crumbling Islam-based^ 
Ottoman empire. Turkey’s 
secularists, most notably the 
powerful army, are wary of 
any move they see as a 
return to Ottoman vaiues. 

Govemment spokesman 
Abdullah Gul said the cabi- 
net did not discuss any of the 
disputed issues in its meeting 
on Friday. 
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IORDAN TELEVISION 

Tel. 77jin i<* 


JORDAN TIMES DAILY GUIDE AND CALENDAR 


PROGRAMME TWO 

1.W0 Cartoon 

14:0(1 French Programmes 

14:30 Comedy — The h'jjn.tus R\e 
15:00 Feature Film — “Young 
Giants" 

16:50 ... Call For Prayer And Il'ur 

17:30 You Bei Your Life 

18:00 Magazine — Faul Pas 
Rev er 

19:00 Le Journal 

19:15 Magazine — Sports El 
Musiquc 

19^30 News Headlines 

19i35 Fresh Prince Of Bel-Air 

20:00 Orient j 1 Rugs 

20:30 Science Fiction — Baby- 
lon 5 

21:10 .... Tycoon*. (Documentary) 

22:00 News in English 

22:25 Islam in a Changing World 

23:00 Hoi Shots 

23:50 ...Mini-Series — "Blue Grass'" 
01:15 Ramadan Talks 


Tel. 637440. 

De la Salle Church Tel. 661757. 
Terra Sundu Church Tel. 622366 
Anglican Church Tel. 652826. 
Armenian Catholic Church Tel. 
771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church 
Tel. 775261. 

Sl Ephraim Church Tel. 771751. 
Amman International Church 
Tel. 827 126 

Evangelical Lutheran Church 
Tel. 824328. 

Gorman-speaking Evangelical 
Congregation Tel. S45457 
The La tier- Da v Saints Tel. 
654932. 

Church of Nazarcne Tel. 
675691. 

The Evangelical Local Church 
in Amman Tel. S 1 1 295 

English-Speaking 

Latin Catholics Parish Tel. 
614190. 


northerly moderate, and seas 
calm. 


MinVMax. temp. 

Amman '1/10 

Aqaba -..05/1 6 

Deserts - '3/13 

Jordan Valley 05/1 5 


Yesterday's high temperatures: 
.Amman 9. Aqaba 16 Humidity 
readings: Amnion 60 per cent. 
Aqaba 43 per coil 


USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 


NIGHT DUTY 


PRAYER TIMES 

05:06 Fujr 

06:25 (Sunrise I Duhn 

11:49 Dhuhr 

14:48 ’.Act 

17:13 Maghreb 

18:33 ‘Isha 


CHURCHES 

SL Man of Nazareth Church 
Sweifieh. Tel. S 10740 
Assemblies of God Church Tel. 
6J27S5. 

Sl Joseph Church Tel. 624590 
Church of the Annunkatio 


Bulletin supplied by the Depart- 
ment of Afcrecmbgy 
Temperatures are expected to rise 
slightly with skies sunny to partly 
cloudy. A cold air mass will affect 
the Kingdom in the evening caus- 
ing temperatures to drop signifi- 
cantly and skies becoming cloudy. 
Rainfall is expected in the north- 
ern regions extending gradually 
to all other regions. Winds will be 
southwesterly active. In Aqaba, 
skies will be partly cloudy, winds 


AMMAN: 

Dr. Mohammad Sbuqair ...652693 
Dr. NidalAlAssa’d .......751673 

Dr. IsamAJAsraar .«S90504 

Dr. Osama AlHusseini ...847289 

Firas pharmacy 661912 

Ferdows pharmacy 77S336 

Al Asema pharmacy 637055 

Nairoukh pharmacy 623672 

A] Sal am pharmacy 636730 

Vacoub pharmacy ...... 644945 

Shmeisani pharmacy .637660 

Najib pharmacy 847632 


Food Control Centre 6371 1 1 

Chil Defence Department .661111 

Civil Defence Immediate Rescue 

— .630341 

Civil Defence Emer- 
gency. -.199 

Rescue Fblice — 192.621111,637777 

Fire Brigade. .. 617101 

Blood Bank- - 775121 

Highway Police S43402 

Traffic Police —896390 

Public Security DepL 63032 1 

Hold Complaints — .605800 

Price Complaints- .661 1 76 

.Amman Municipality Complaints 

787111 

Telephone Information (directory 

assistance) 121 

Overseas Calls 010230 

Central .Amman Telephone 

Repairs ..... 623101 

Abdali Tel Repairs 661101 

Jordan Television . — -773111 

Radio Jordan —7741 1 1 

Water Authority — 6801 00 

J. Electricity Authority 815615 

Electric Power Co -..—.63638 1 

RJ Flight Information ..08-53200 
Queen Alia bit). Airport 08-53200 


Palestine, Shmeisani 607071 

Shmeisani Hospital .669131 

University Hospital 845845 

Al-Muasher Hospital —667227/9 

The Islamic. Abdali 666126/37 

Al-Ahli, Abdali .664164/6 

Italian. Al-Muhajreen ....777101/3 

Al Bashir. 775111/26 

Army. Marka 891611/15 

Queen Alia Hospital —602240/50 

Amal Hospital 674155 

The Arab Centre for Heart and 

Special Suntery 865199 

ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt. Hospital 


International Airport Tel. 
(08)53200-5, where it should 
always be verified. Information on 
other flights can be supplied on 
phone 08 (52700) 


09d>0 Aqaba (RW) (departing 
from Marka Airport ) 

20:30 - Aqaba (RW) 
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Zarqa 

-(09)983323 

National Hospital 

/OQWWwV) 

Ibn Sina Hospital — (09)986732 
Al Hikma Modem Hospital 
r 09)990000 

IRBID: 

Princess 

Basina Hospital 

-...(02)275555 

Greek 

Catholic Hospital 

.. . ... - 402)272275 

Ibn Al 

Nafees Hospital 
(02)247100 


AQABA: 

Princess 

(03)314111 


Hospital 


ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

08:15 — Bombay (RJ) 

08:35 — — -Jeddah (RJ) 

08:50 — -LamacafRJ) 

09:15 Dhahran, Riyadh (RJ) 

09-.50 Dubai, Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

10:15 — Doha, Bahrain (RJ) 

1020 .Beirut (RJ) 

16:45 New York. Amsterdam (RJ) 

17:05 Brussels, Paris (RJ) 

17:45 Madrid, Geneva (RJ) 

17:45 — London (RJ) 

18:10 Athens (RJ) 

Ufc30 -Tunis t RJ j 

19^40 . — .. — —..Rome (RJ) 

20:10 Frankfurt (RJ) 

20^55 Vienna (RJ) 

22:15 Jakarta, Abu Dhabi (add) 
(RJ) 

00:10 -Cairo (RJ) 

02:30 leddah (add WRJ) 

05:00 —Jeddah (add) (RJ) 


tOSPITALS 


IRBID: 

Dr. Mazen Abu Bake- ..552206 

Al Quds pharmacy 1 — ) 

ZARQA: 

Dr. NabH Al Safarini 90 1 323 

KhaJifeh pharmacy 985417 


AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Genre ,_8 138 13G2 

Khaiidi Maternity 644281/6 

Akileh Maternity. 6+2441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity ...642362 
Malhas. J. Amman - 636140 


QUEEN ALU 
international 
airport 

This information is Supplied by 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) inforrnarion 
department at die Queen Alia 


Other Flights 

06:20 .Tel Aviv (LY) 

1*40 .Bahrain (GF) 

15:20 ...... — — Moscow (SU) 

20:10 - Beirut (ME) 

20=30 — — Cairo (MS) 

23:10 - -Istanbul (TK) 

23:50 Lo ndon. Beirut (BA) 


01:25 ...-Amsterdam. Beirut (KL) 

Royal Wings (RW) Flights 

09:20 Aqaba (RW) 

18:55 — .Tel Aviv (RW) 

departures 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

0&45 —Beirut (RJ) 

10:15..— _.... Frankfurt (RJ) 

10:30 Aqaba. Vienna (RJ) 

U:0 ? -.-.Tunis (RJ) 

Rome, Vienna (RJ) 

U JO Amsterdam, New York (RJ) 

London (RJi 

Athens (RJ) 

u:00 Abu Dhabi Jakarta (add) 
(RJ) 

20:10 Cairo (RJ) 

20130 — -New Delhi (RJ) 

-A40 Damascus (RJ) 

-Jeddah (add) (RJ) 

Dubai, Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

Singapore. Jakarta (RJ) 

SS — Bangkok (RJ) 

;™ Sanaa (RJ) 

Jeddah (add) (RJ) 

Other Flights 

- -London iXJ) 

S2" ■■-■Beirut (ME) 

- -Tel Aviv (LY) 

W7-3S London (BA) 

Jit? Doha(GF) 

Moscow i SU) 

Son - Ams ^nlam (KL) 

® 6 - 00 -Jstanbul (TK) 


V: Until 

l.itiiati 
' ' ' ' “ tvrtjutil 


Dep. Amman — SflO un e^ey Monday 
Am Damascus —5:00 pm e\«y Motxtay 
Rxrcvcus —7 JO am evay Sunday 
■Am Amman 5fX) pm every Sunday 
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Royal Wing (RW) Flights 


MARKET PRtrFS 

UpperAower price in fils per kg. 

Apple 

...700/500 

Banana. 

550/550 

Banana (imported),., 

Cabbage 

Carrot 

900/700 

60/30, 

.200/160, 

Cauliflower. 

280/150 

Cucumber (large) .... 

240/140 

Cucumber (small)., 
Eggplant 

350/220 ! 

150/100 

Fava beans ... 

730/500, 

Garlic ... . 

115(V950 

Grape fruit . 

160/100 

Lemon .. 

390/250 

Marrow (large) 

180/120. 

Manow (small) 

Onion (green) . 

280/200 

150/100 

Onion (dry) 

200020 

Orange ... 

.360/400 

Peas ..... 

900/700 

Pepper (hot) 

..250050 

Pepper (sweet) ... 

_.JOO/15ft- 

Potato .. 

..260/l80 <c 

Radish 

n<V60 

Spinach ... 
String beans— 

220060 

550/400 

Tomato 

130000 
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Jordan Tunes, Sunday, February 2, 1997 
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His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hass an Saturday joins worship- 
P ei ^ A 1 Maghreb prayers before an iitar banquet that 
he hosted For journalists, writers, artists, musicians and intellectuals 
(see story page 1) (Petra photo) 


Minister to pay visit to Algeria 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Min- 
ister of Industry and 
Trade Ali Abul Ragheb 
is to pay an official visit 
to Algeria later this 
month to conclude a 
free trade agreement 
and sign a health coop- 
eration accord. The 
accord was initially 
approved by the two 
countries last month. 

Mr. Abul Ragheb and 
Secretary General of the 
Ministry of Industry 
and Trade Mohammad 
Smadi Saturday met 
with Algerian Ambas- 
sador uTJordan Hamid 
Chbeira to review eco- 
nomic and trade links. 

During the visit to 
Algiers, slated to start 


the third week of Febru- 
ary, Mr. Abul Ragheb 
will be accompanied by 
an official delegation. 

Last November, Min- 
ister of Health Aref 
Bataineh paid a week- 
long visit to Algeria to 
discuss bilateral cooper- 
ation in health affairs. 

At that time. Dr. 
Bataineh signed two 
protocols with the 
Algerian government. 
The first provides for 
the treatment of Alger- 
ian patients in the King- 
dom's public and pn- 
vate hospitals, especial- 
ly patients requiring 
heart surgery and those 
with kidney and blood 
diseases. 


The protocol called 
for bilateral teams to 
design a mechanism for 
implementing the agree- 
ment. 

According to the 
agreement, Algerian 
physicians are to 
receive training in the 
Kingdom and Jordanian 
medical specialists 
would be sent to Algeria 
to perform surgeries as 
part of the training. 

The second protocol 
stipulated that the two 
siaes would exchange 
manufacturing expertise 
in industry, personnel 
training and carry out 
joint marketing of phar- 
maceuticals produced 
by both countries. 


Public institutions to close during Eid A1 Fitr 


AMMAN (Petra) — Government 
departments and public institutions 
will close as of Saturday Feb. 8 and 
reopen on Wednesday Feb. 12 in obser- 
Mefe of Jfter.Bd AJ Hfr <fcasL aCborii- : 
mgtb^an official communique issued " 
by Prime Mijuster Abdul Kanm Kabar- 
iti Saturday. 

Eid A1 Fitr marks the end of the holy 
month of Ramadan. 

Also Saturday, Minister of Education 
Munther Masri announced that schools 
will close on Feb. 8 and re-open Satur- 
day Feb 15, 1997. 

The minister released a memorandum 
to departments of education and 


schools which stated that he took this 
decision as Wednesday Feb. 12 falls at 
the end of Eid AI Fitr Holiday and just 
: previous tq t 

However” 
schools are obligated to remain open 
Feb. 20 to compensate the holiday. 

He maintained that this arrangement 
will benefit teachers whose jobs are 
distant from their permanent resi- 
dences. 

Eid Al Fitr is expected to commence 
Saturday Feb. 8, 1997 or the following 
day. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


JBA representative meets with World Bank delegate 

AMMAN (Petra) — Deputy President of the Jordan Businessmen’s Association Fakhri 
Bilbeisi met with the World Bank delegation currently on a visit to the Kingdom. He 
briefed the delegation regarding cooperation between public and private sectors to alle- 
viate unemployment and poverty. 


Minister meets with Egyptian ambassador 

AMMAN (Petra) — Minister of Administrative Development Kamal Nasser Saturday 
received Egyptian Ambasador to Jordan Hani Riyad and the two reviewed bilateral rela- 
tions with emphasis on matters pertaining to administrative development. 


Traffic department celebrates graduation 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Department of Traffic Saturday celebrated the graduation of 
some of its police staff. Department Head Colonel Fakhn Iskandar addressed the 
graduates and informed them that such courses aim at exposing the staff to traffic 
expertise and training. 


What’s Going On 


- 


PLAY 

ji^AfNight of Fantasy" (Arabic) at the Royal Cultural Centre at 8:00 p.m. 

EXHIBITIONS 



..^^astic ait by. Egyptian artist Mohammad Abdul Rahim at the Royal: Cultural 

g^ntre, until Feb. 6. 

:^Ram dani at exhibition from Wadi Dana Nature Reserve (silver nature jewelery, 
|ps, dried, fruits) and Jordan River Designs (JRD) ornaments (tabelcloths, can- 
embroidered accessories) at JRD showroom, JabaV . Amman. Frist Circle 
613081), until Feb. 10. 

^Exhibition on the "Institute of the Arab World in Paris” at the French Cultural 
until Feb. 6. 

^>±S by contemporary Arab artists entitled “The New Collection” at Darat Al 
IliS* jabal Weibdeh, (Tel. 643251/2), until Feb, 27. 


Water authority issues 
appeal for cooperation 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The 
Jordan Water Authority 
(JWA) Saturday issued a 
public appeal for full 
cooperation with teams 
attempting to collect 
needed information to 
establish a data base 
regarding homes, com- 
panies and other proper- 
ties connected to the 
national water and 
sewage systems. 

JWA’s Subscribers 
Department Director 
Kama! Zou’bi stated that 
subscribers are request- 
ed to provide JWA teams 
with documents demon- 
strating the official reg- 
istration of the premises, 
the JWA subscription 
number, the manner in 
which they are using 
their water supply and 
their full addresses. 

This information is key 
to starting a data base 
and providing full infor- 
mation about sub- 
scribers’ locations so 
that water supplies as 
well as water bills can 
reach them regularly and 
without delay, he said. 

He added that wrong 
or incomplete informa- 
tion could inconve- 
nience the JWA and sub- 
scribers. 

Accurate information 


is also required from 
. —id peopli 
the rural regions who are 


farmers an 


ale in 


supplied with water 
through the JWA system. 


be said. 

Mr. Zou’bi stated that 
25 JWA teams are in the 
field collecting informa- 
tion and that the JWA 
initiated this field work 
due to public complaints 
for such problems as 
faulty water metres, 
delay in receiving bills 
or being charged twice 
for the same time period. 

Water bills are normal- 
ly sent out once every 
three months and, 
according to Mr. Zou'bi, 
faulty readings by JWA 
employees were among 
the subscribers' plaints. 

The project is being 
conducted with German 
technical assistance, he 
said, and computerisa- 
tion was deemed neces- 
sary as many files con- 
taining subscriptions and 
other information, 
deposited at municipali- 
ties which had earlier 
handled water supply 
procedures, were either 
lost or damaged. 

Mr. Zou'bi added that 
the JWA teams will take 
a brief pause in their 
work during the four- 
day Eid Al Fitr holiday 
and resume thereafter. 

The JWA teams have 
heretofore covered 1 1 
districts of Amman. 


Department warns 
of frost formation 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Department of Meteo- 
rology Saturday forecast rain for Sunday and 
Monday as a result of a low depression centred 
over the north-east of Cyprus. 

A department official predicted rain for Sun- 
da v j n .the northern, regions and extend- 

ing MobdayAo^ the rest of the-epuntry with a- 
consequent drop in temperature;- 1 ■■ 

He said that temperatures will drop to one 
degree below zero to one degree at night in the 
next two days and rise to a maximum of nine 
degrees Celsius during the day. 

He warned against frost formation in the 
early hours, especially in the hilly and badia 
districts. 


Senate endorses one-man, one-vote 
draft law on elections 


By Maria Bizri 

Special to the Jordan Tunes 

AMMAN — The Senate 
Wednesday endorsed the 
one-person, one-vote draft 
law on elections. 

The controversial law. 
which replaces the bloc- 
voting formula with the 
one-person, one-vote sys- 
tem, had drawn bitter criti- 
cism from the opposition as 
being unconstitutional and 
aimed at weakening its 
presence in Parliament. 

Opposition deputies had 
said that the draft law dis- 
criminated between Jorda- 
nians, was tailor-made to 
reduce opposition strength 
in the Lower House and 
weakened national unity 
and tribal cohesion. 

Following last week's 
heated debate in Parliament 
in which the law was 
approved by 51 votes for. 
21 against and four absten- 
tions, the Senate destroyed 
opposition hopes after a 
unanimous vote to pass the 
law. Despite the strong 
stand of dissenting 
deputies, the House vote on 
the draft law was as expect- 


ed, reflecting the govern- 
ment’s majority support in 
the legislature.* 

The draft legislation now 
requires His Majesty King 
Hussein’s approval before 
it is enacted. 

The Senate also ratified 
the 1994 Artists Union 
Draft Law with a near 
unanimous vote. 

The law merges the Jor- 
danian Artists Association 
and the Jordanian Musi- 
cians Association .into one 
entity, the Artists Union, 
and mandates that all 
artists, including actors, 
directors, performers, 
singers and composers, reg- 
ister with the union in order 
to practise their respective 
professions. 

Initial reactions to the law 
in the Senate drew negative 
responses from three Upper 
House members on the 
Judiciary Committee, 
namely Kamal Sha’er. 
Nazir Rasheed and Jawdat 
Sboul. on the grounds that 
artists should not require 
registration to perform. 

The draft law contains 53 
articles and was approved 
during yesterday's session 


presided over by Senate 
Speaker Ahmad Lawzi and 
attended by Prime Minister 
Abdul Karim Kabariti. 

The Senate also ratified a 

1995 draft law governing 
audio-visual censorship. 
The draft law contains 20 
articles and has been 
approved by the Senate 
Judiciary Committee. 

Also Saturday, the Upper 
House forwarded the 1996 
draft labour law, the 1996 
Royal Association for 
Development and Charita- 
ble Work draft law. the 

1996 State Security Court 
draft law and the 1994 Reg- 
ular Court draft law to its 
Judiciary Comminee for 
investigation The Senate 
forwarded the Balka 
Applied University draft 
law to its Education Com- 
mittee for recommenda- 
tions. 

The Upper House 
approved Senator Jawdat 
Sboul’s request for a trans- 
fer front the Administrative 
Committee to the Financial 
Committee. 


Ministry finalising arrangements 
for ‘cultural season’ in Paris 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The 
Ministry of Tourism is 
finalising arrangements for 
the "Jordanian Cultural 
Season" in Paris next ' 
month and has prepared 
informational campaigns 
to guarantee its success. 
Minister of Tourism and 
Antiquities Saleh Irsheidat 
stated Saturday. 

Addressing a meeting of 
the Higher Committee' for 
the Jordanian Cultural Sea- 
son, Dr. Irsheidat described 
opt 
will 

term positive effect on the 
tourism industry. 

The ministry is planting 
to display 1 10 paintings by 
contemporary Jordanian 
artists, along with posters, 
and leaflets. 

The accompanying infor- 
mational campaign will 
depict Jordanian tourist 
and archaeological sites 
and highlight the treasures 
of the Kingdom, the minis- 


himself as optimistic that 
the event will have long- 


ter stated. 

He explained that articles 
and advertisements aimed 
at promoting Jordan will 
also be published in French 
newspapers. 

The evenr will open 
March 11 and last until 
October and is oiganised in 
conjunction with French 
cultural organisations. Dr. 
Irsheidat stated, adding 
that subsequent to Paris, 
the exhibition will proceed 
to Rome. 

During yesterday’s meet- 
ing, the higher committee 
reviewed the progress of 
the various subcommittees. 

The minister voiced 
appreciation of the contri- 
butions made by national 
economic institutions, 
which are partially financ- 
ing the information cam- 
paign scheduled to preceed 
the opening of the Jordan- 
ian Cultural Season. 

According to Dr. Irshei- 
dat, the event will com- 


prise an exhibition of tradi- 
tional crafts and artefacts 
excavated by French 
archaeological teams in 
Jordan. 

In a recent Reuters inter- 
view, Dr. Irsheidat main- 
tained that the government 
aims to boost tourism dur- 
ing 1997 by over 15 per cent 
from last year's 1.10 mil- 
lion visitors. 

He affirmed that his min- 
istry will delegate advertis- 
ing and marketing to the 
private sector. 

Last year. Jordan forecast 
a tourist boom as figures 
for the first five months 
showed a 17 per cent 
increase in visitors. How- 
ever, Israeli raids on 
Lebanon, violence in the 
West Bank and bread riots 
in southern Jordan discour- 
aged tourism and the final 
statistics for 1996 demon- 
strated an increase of only 
2.8 per cent over 1995. 


Crown Prince urges intellectuals to adopt objectivity 


(Continued from page 1) 

implicitly rejected oft- 
heard Arab fears that cultur- 
al interaction would allow 
foreign ideas and concepts 
to corrupt the Arab society. 

The Crown Prince stated 
that the Arab culture was 
strong enough to withstand 
any such penetration and 
instead it could impart its 
own value systems and tra- 
ditions to other cultures. 

Similarly, he said, it is a 
wrong concept to see the 


Muslim World different 
from the West or any other 
part of the world on the 
basis of religion. He point- 
ed out that millions of Mus- 
lims also live in the West 
and other parts of the 
world, and, as such, there is 
no basis for a dividing line 
in perceptions of the two. 

The Crown Prince 
renewed his call for setting 
up a national data bank that 
include every significant 
element of the history of 
modem Jordan "from the 


Jordanian perspective" 
rather than letting others 
cast the Kingdom in their 
own mould. 

In this context, he said 
addressing the gathering of 
more than 500 people as 
"intellectuals," the Jordan- 
ian publishing industry as 
well as media and writers 
have a major role to play. 

He lamented the sad state 
of affairs in the Arab pub- 
lishing industry, pointing 
out that on average every 
700 Arabs have one new 


book every year — a Figure • 
that could not be compared 
with any other part of the 
world. 

The Crown Prince called 
for an inter-sectoral 
approach to utilising 
resources and addressing 
national needs, particularly 
in sectors like water and 
energy. Such an approach, 
he explained, will result in 
optimum utilisation of 
resources in a cost-effective 
manner. The Crown Prince 
invited the audience to 


express their views on the 
subjects he raised and a dia- 
logue followed. 

Heard during the dialogue 
were complaints that 'the 
state-run Jordan Television 
was not doing enough to 
highlight the Jordanian his- 
tory and perspectives. 

The complaints were 
countered by writers and 
producers from the televi- 
sion itself who recounted 
the many programmes and 
serials they have produced 
and are working on. 


Jordan involved in efforts to end fighting in Sudan 


(Continued from page 1) 

voiced concern over the 
deal considering it a con- 
cession to the Israelis. 

“The Syrians want an 
Arab commitment that a 
zero - base negotiations 
with the Israelis are some- 
thing illogical and refused 
by all Arabs.” he said. 

“We all stand with our 
Syrian brethren and sup- 
port their views that the 
Israelis withdraw to the 
June 4 lines,” he said. The 
Syrians were upset with 
the Jordanian-Palestinian- 
Egyptian stands, consider- 
ing consultations among 
them as an attempt to iso- 
late the Syrians and that is 
why senior Syrian offi- 
cials visited the Gulf for 
meetings with Gulf offi- 
cials. 

On relations with the 
Palestinian National 
Authority (PNA). Mr. 
Kabariti said that Jordan 
and the PNA enjoy distin- 
guished ties basal on coor- 
dination and consultations 
at highest levels. The 
PNA has confidence in 
IBs Majesty King Hussein 
and the Jordanian govern- 
ment’s efforts to enable the 


Palestinians to regain their 
lands, and restore their 
legitimate rights to self- 
determination and to set 
up an independent state, he 
said. 

On Jordanian prisoners 
in Kuwaiti jails, Mr. 
Kabariti told the commit- 
tee that no information on 
this topic was available 
and stressed that the gov- 
ernment was still waiting 
for information from the 
United States, Britain . 
Oman and Qatar in this 
regard. 

“We cannot base our 
political stand on reports 
about the prisoners in 
Kuwait in the media.” he 
said. 

He stressed Jordan’s 
keenness on safeguarding 
the dignity and the rights * 
of all Jordanian citizens 
wherever they might be. 

"We will not allow any 
infringement on citizens’ 
rights in any way,” he 
said. 

Mr. Kabariti revealed 
that he had received a mes- 
sage Saturday from the 
representative of the 
International Committee 
of the Red Cross (ICRC) 
notifying Jordan that Red 


Cross officials are regular- 
ly paying visits to Jordan- 
ian detainees in Kuwaiti 
prisons and continually 
requesting the Kuwaiti 
government to improve 
their conditions. 

Mr. Kabariti voiced 
appreciation of the 
Kuwaiti foreign minister's 
attempt towards reestab- 
lishing normal relations 
between his country and 
the other Arab countries, 
transcending the adverse 
effects of the Gulf war. 

He described Jordanian- 
Saudi ties as excellent, 
stressing that Jordan wants 
to restore Arab unity and 
solidarity to better serve 
Arabs. 

Speaker of the Lower 
House of Parliament Sa’d 
Hayel Srour and head of 
the committee Fawzi 
Tueiraeh thanked the 
prime minister for his 
openness and frankness in 
discussing and reviewing 
the latest events on the 
internal and regional lev- 
els. 

The prime minister 
answered questions of the 
committee’s deputies and 
said that democracy means 
participation by people 


and that national unity is a 
political issue. 

Replying to a query by a 
deputy over the recent 
altercations between 
deputies in the local press 
over the question of 
national unity and alle- 
giance to Jordan, Mr. 
Kabariti said: 

“We allow dialogue that 
respects national issues as 
long as good intentions are 
behind such dialogue. But 
allegiance to the nation 
rises above all other con- 
siderations.” 

“Questions pertaining to 
the refugees and displaced 
persons fate is being dis- 
cussed today and will be 
tackled in the future and 
have been discussed with 
all parties involved in the 
peace process," said the 
prime minister. 

“There is need to hear all 
the views so that we can 
create a certain stand 
which will be put forth for 
discussion in a frank and 
serious manner.” added 
the prime minister, who 
stressed the need for offer- 
ing ideas in good faith that 
would help protect nation- 
al unity. 


Sudan sends 
mixed signals 

(Continued from page 1) 

believe that it is a positive 
step but we are surprised at 
the absence of any interest or 
mediation in the situation in 
Sudan from the Arabs,” Mr. 
Dayemsaid. 'o. 

The February meetin^si^. 
due to be attended by John 
Garang, leader of the rebel 
Sudan People’s Liberation 
Army, former Sudanese 
Prime Minister Sadeq Al 
Mahdi and all Sudanese 
opposition groups, he added. 

Mr. Dayem said the situa- 
tion on the ground, where the 
rebels have opened a number 
of fronts to ny to thwart a 
government counter-offen- 
sive, remained unchanged. 

"The NDA (rebels) is still 
30 kilometres southeast of 
Roseires.” the dam in Blue 
Nile province which supplies 
electricity to the capital. 

He claimed that a thousand 
troops from the government 
volunteer militia had defected 
to the rebel side. The Suda- 
nese government has arrested 
dozens of opponents suspect- 
ed of planning a campaign of 
sabotage and assassinations in 
the capital, a Sudanese leader 
said Saturday. 
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Zairean aircraft carry out 
bombing raid on rebels 


GOMA. Zaire (Agencies) 
— Three Zairean govern- 
ment aircraft Saturday 
bombed the centre of the 
Nia-Nia in northeastern 
Zaire, a rebel spokesman 
said. 

The spokesman Raphael 
Ghenda told AFP the three 
planes From the Zairean 
army or government allies, 
carried out the raid between 
I p.m. and 4 p.m. ( 1 100 and 
1400 GMT) and destroyed 
eight houses. He said he did 
not know whether there had 
been any civilian casualties. 

But he added that the 
attack "had had no effect on 
our forces." 

“We strongly condemn 
these barbaric acts and we 
consider they are war 
crimes." Mr. Ghenda added. 

The Zairean army is using 
helicopters and small fight- 
er-bombers. based at Kisan- 
gani. some 500 kilometres 
fc'est of Goma. to attack Tut- 
si-dominated rebel forces 
who have gained control of 
a large swathe of eastern 
Zaire. 

The rebel spokesman did 
not have information on 
other frontlines. 

On Friday, Zairean rebels 
claimed they had captured 
the strategic town of Watsa, 
500 kilometres north of Go- 
ma. as a Zairean govern- 
ment counter-offensive ap- 


peared to be faltering. 

Rebel leader Laurent-De- 
sire Kabila also said rebel 
forces, who have set up 
their own administration in 
North and South Kivu pro- 
vinces bordering Rwanda, 
were 30 kilometres from 
Kalemie, southeast of Go- 
ma. 

No independent source 
has confirmed the fall of 
Watsa. but commentators 
stressed that the rebel lea- 
der's declarations had pre- 
viously been reliable. 

Zairean Vice Prime Minis- 
ter and Transport and Com- 
munication Minister Lam- 
bert Mende Omalanga said 
Saturday that Zaire would 
not ask “anyone's permis- 
sion to defend itself." 

Referring to calls by the 
international community to 
begin talks, Mr. Mende un- 
derlined the determination 
of the Zairean authorities 
“to use military means to 
end the aggression to which 
the eastern part of the coun- 
try is victim." 

“It is not Zaire which is 
making war. it is Zaire 
which is defending itself." 
he said. 

Mr. Mende was speaking 
after talks with Burundian 
Ambassador to Zaire Al- 
phonse Barasira. who reiter- 
ated that Burundi had no 
involvement in the war. des- 


pite repeated allegations 
from Zaire that its neigh- 
bours are supporting rebels. 

Meanwhile, EU Humani- 
tarian Commissioner Emma 
Bonino arrived in Zaire to 
meet officials and visit the 
eastern city of Kisangani to 
assess the humanitarian cri- 
sis involving tens of thou- 
sands of people displaced 
by fighting in eastern Zaire. 

Ben Ryan, a European 
Union spokesman, said Ms. 
Bonino was Saturday to 
meet first with Zaire's 
Prime Minister Kengo Wa 
Dondo and other officials in 
Kinshasa then travel to 
Kisangani to visit displaced 
persons' camps. 

She will return to Europe 
via Kinshasa Sunday after- 
noon. 

Fighting between rebels 
and troops in eastern Zaire 
is making an already dire 
situation for refugees and 
displaced people impossible 
and could force aid agencies 
to leave, a senior U.N. aid 
official said Friday. 

Martin Griffiths. U.N. hu- 
manitarian coordinator for 
the Great Lakes region, said 
he feared large numbers of 
refugees and displaced Zair- 
eans would be dispersed 
again and a high number 
would die. 

“I still think it's anybody's 
guess which way it (the 


fighting) is likely to go. The 
only reason that is of inter- 
est to us is to have access to 
the internally displaced, the 
Zairean population in the 
area and the refugees," he 
told Reuters. 

“The already vety difficult 
problems of logistics we 
had when we started provid- 
ing assistance in late No- 
vember have been hugely 
complicated over the last 
couple of weeks," he added. 

“Access is likely to be- 
come steadily more difficult 
and the result is that all 
these three groups are not 
going to receive the assis- 
tance they need." he added 
in an interview in Nairobi. 

“In this terrain, this (fight- 
ing) is making an already 
dire situation impossible." 

“1 think it is not at all 
unlikely that we will have to 
pull back from immediate 
access. We hope of course 
we won't have to pull out of 
the area altogether but this 
is something we have to 
bear in mind and have a 
contingency for," Mr. Grif- 
fiths added. 

“The consequences could 
be a dispersal of those peo- 
ple... and it is for that reason 
we will stay in that area 
operating right up to the day 
we are obliged, to leave.” he 
said. 


Bulgarian protesters frolic, Socialists squirm 


SOFIA (Rt — Bulgaria's 
embattled ruling Socialists, 
rocked by daily anti-gov- 
ernment protests and tom 
by internal divisions, will 
struggle this weekend to 
form a new cabinet to deal 
with a deepening economic 
crisis. 

Students and opposition 
political parties vowed to 
press on with a month-long 
campaign to force the Stv- 
cialists, formerly the Com- 
munists. to call a general 
election two years early. 

Thousands ’of demonstra- 
tors marched through cen- 
tral Sofia for a 26th day on 
Friday, blowing whistles, 
chanting “victory” and de- 
lighting in mocking the be- 
leaguered Socialists. 

Pop singers belted out 
tunes while thousands of 
protesters bobbed and 
weaved in front of Alexan- 
der Nevski Cathedral. 
Black-robed Orthodox 
priests clapped to the music 
on the front steps. 

Strikes and rallies were 
held around the Balkan 
state, which has seen its 
economy collapse in recent 
nionih>. The main road and 
rail links to Greece and Tur- 


key were cut for a third day. 

Students, teachers, nurses, 
miners, transport and oil 
refinery workers staged 
stoppages or colourful pro- 
tests during the day. Miners 
appeared wearing helmets 
with lights switched on in 
central Sofia. 

Students danced through 
the streets blocking traffic at 
key intersections for 30 mi- 
nutes and then moving on. 
Many students donned fire- 
men hats and burned stacks 
of now worthless levs in 
front of a money exchange. 

The Socialists, flounder- 
ing in the face of broad pop- 
ular opposition, offered to 
give up efforts to form a 
government on Friday but 
quickly retreated to smoke- 
filled rooms to continue 
haggling over who would 
serve in a new cabinet. 

Interior Minister Nikolai 
Dobrev. who received a 
mandate to form a govern- 
ment earlier this week, told 
Reuters he now would ac- 
cept a coalition cabinet 
formed by President Petar 
Stoyanov. 

“1 don't mind if it is 
formed under the leadership 
of the president." he said. “1 


am ready to return my man- 
date if such a government is 
formed." 

But he then postponed 
meeting Mr. Stoyanov. ap- 
parently under pressure 
from hardliners in his party. 
He said later he had to give 
Socialist leader Georgi Par- 
vanov time for more talks 
with other political parties. 

The Socialists, elected for 
a four-year term in 1994, 
have overseen a caretaker 
cabinet ■ since December 
whert 1 "Zhan Vide'tidv 
signed as prime minister. 

Mr. Dobrev has until Tue- 
sday to form his cabinet and 
have it accepted by the 240- 
seat parliament but his task 
looks difficult. 

The Socialists have an 
absolute majority in parlia- 
ment but it is also clear that 
they have little popular sup- 
port to carry out vital eco- 
nomic reform. 

Mr. Stoyanov returned 
Friday from talks with Eu- 
ropean Union (EU) and 
North Adamic Treaty Orga- 
nisation (NATO) leaders in 
Brussels. 

He told Western leaders 
Bulgaria might default on 
its SI0 billion foreign debt 


and he was told in turn that 
there was no hope of help 
for Sofia unless it resolved 
its political crisis. 

He also called again for 
Mr. Dobrev to give up his 
mandate and accept a brief 
coaliton government to pass 
emergency economic mea- 
sures before elections. ‘The 
decent exit is really for Mr. 
Dobrev to give up this man- 
date.” Mr. Stoyanov told 
reporters.-: 

! The International Moneta- 
ry Fund (IMF), which has 
been holding up a $ 1 15 mil- 
lion standby credit, wrote to 
Mr. Stoyanov saying it was 
ready to help as soon as a 
valid government was in 
place. 

IMF managing director 
Michel Camdessus urged 
Mr. Stoyanov to impress on 
political parties the high 
Social cost of delay. 

Many economists have 
told Bulgarians that they are 
just beginning to feel the ef- 
fects of their economic cri- 
sis. with inflation expected 
to hit a month-on-month 
rate of 50 per cent in Jan- 
uary and the lev falling in 
value by the hour. 


White House backs Irish parades commission 


WASHINGTON (R> — The 
White House Friday praised 
Britain for agreeing to es- 
tablish a commission ro try 
to defuse tension sparked by 
the annual parade season in 
Northern Ireland and hoped 
it would be operating soon. 

“The establishment of an 
independent parades com- 
mission is an important and 
valuable recommendation.” 
said White House spokes- 
man Mike McCuny. “We're 
pleased that the British go- 
vernment is moving to set 
that type of commission 
up.” 

He added that it was 
hoped the commission 


would be operating in time 
for the marching season this 
summer to avoid some of 
the violence that broke out 
last summer. 

Two people were killed 
during violence lust year 
which began with a march 
by pro- British loyalists 
through a Catholic area in 
Drumcree. 40 kilometres 
south of Belfast. 

The British government's 
announcement of a commis- 
sion Thursday followed 
publication of a report com- 
missioned by the govern- 
ment from a three-man 
team, headed by leading 
academic Peter North, on 


how to deal with controver- 
sial parades and prevent 
them from setting oft' sectar- 
ian dashes. 

The report said a five- 
member “parades commis- 
sion." rather than the police, 
should act as mediators and 
eventually decide whether 
marches near Catholic areas 
should go ahead. 

But Northern Ireland Mi- 
nister Patrick Mayhew said 
the government needed 
more time to decide if the 
commission, should have 
legal powers to dedde whe- 
ther disputed parades 
should go ahead. He came 
under fire from the opposi- 


tion Labour Party for failing 
to act immediately. 

Mr. McCuiry said the re- 
port offered “valuable in- 
sights and recommenda- 
tions to deal with the very 
controversial and divisive 
questions that the marching 
season raises in northern 
Ireland." 

“It’s vital for the future 
progress of the Northern 
Ireland peace process that 
new ways be found to bring 
these communities together 
and to deepen and nurture a 
process that holds out so 
much hope to the people of 
Northern Ireland,” Mr. 
McCuny said. 


Ireland to collate 'new ’ bloody Sunday evidence 


LONDONDERRY (R) — The Irish government is to con- 
front Britain w ith new evidence to secure a fresh probe into 
the "bloody Sunday" killings of 13 Catholic demonstrators 
25 years ago. Irish officials said Friday. 

The officials, contacted in Dublin by telephone, said gov- 
ernment departments would collate new testimony by an 
author, a law professor and others and present it to the 
British government in a bid to get a fresh investigation. 

They said bloody Sundaj'. which took place on the streets 
of Londonderry 25 years ago on Jan. 30. was one of the top- 
ics discussed when Irish Prime Minister John Bruton tele- 
phoned his British counterpart. John Major, Friday. 

The two leaders also reviewed faltering Northern Ireland 
peace talks and prospects for a new ceasefire by the Irish 
Republican Army (IRA) guerrilla organisation in its war 
against British rule of the province. 

"The officials said the new evidence would be given to 
Britain at a regular Anglo-Irish ministerial meeting, the 
next of which is expected to take place early this week. 

The Irish move was made public as Catholics in northern 
Ireland’s second city and elsewhere prepared to mark the 
25th anniversary with rallies and prayer and demands that 
Britain publicly apologise for the killing of unarmed 
demonstrators. 

A march is planned from the Catholic bogside area of 
Londonderry Sunday to be followed by speeches, one of 


them by Martin McGuinness, a senior leader of Sinn Fein, 
the political wing of the IRA. 

Bloody Sunday galvanised Catholics into militant action 
against Britain and pro-British unionists from the 60 per 
cent Protestant majority in Northern Ireland. 

It also helped swell the recruiting ranks of the IRA and 
has become a rallying call for Irish nationalists in the 
British province. 

A 1972 British investigation accepted the version of 
British paratroopers that they had come under fire while 
confronting a Catholic demonstration and returned it. 

The inquiry, by Chief Justice Lord Widgery, exonerated 
the British soldiers. But Catholics denied that the British 
troops had come under fire from any quarter and insist that 
the dead — 14th died months later — were shot down in 
cold blood. 

A book by writer Don Mullen suggests that there may 
have been at least one sniper on the walls of Londonderry 
because gunshot wounds on the dead were at an angle of 45 
degrees. 

He says this is supported by British army radio traffic inter- 
cepted by an amateur radio enthusiast. The Widgery investiga- 
tion only took evidence from soldiers on the ground. 

Mr. Major told parliament this week that Britain would 
reopen the book on one of the darkest passages in Northern 
Ireland's history' if it was presented with new evidence. 



This file picture shows Zairean Tutsi rebel soldiers standing guard in a Bukavu street 
on Nov. 21, 1996. The rebels said a Zairean counteroffensive in the northern sector 
had been “nipped in the bud” and denied allegations that Ug andans and Rwandans 
were fighting with the rebel forces (AFP photo) 


Opposition sets priorities 
for post-Milosevic Serbia 


BELGRADE (Agencies) — 
A Serbian opposition leader 
offered Saturday a first brief 
glimpse of his movement's 
political and economic 
agenda if it ousts President 
Slobodan Milosevic in elec- 
tions due late this year. 

In an interview with the 
newspaper Demokratija. 
Zoran Djindjic outlined a 
three-pronged approach fo- 
cusing on tiie dismal state of 
the economy, democratic 
reforms and a solution to 
the problem of Kosovo, an 
impoverished and restive 
southern province with an 
overwhelmingly ethnic 
Albanian majority'. 

Mr. Djindjic is one of 
three leaders of the opposi- 
tion coalition known as 
Together, which has staged 
nearly 1 1 straight weeks of 
street protests" against the 
autocratic rule of. .President 
Slobodan Milosevic. 

The rallies were touched 
off when the government 
annulled opposition wins in 
local elections in Novem- 
ber, but they reflect the 
broader angst of a people 
who live under Eastern 
Europe's last Communist- 
style regime and earn an 
average of $150 a month. 

On the economy, Mr 
Djindjic went into little spe- 
cific detail other than to 
acknowledge it is a basket 
case. He did not say, for 
instance, whether he would 
open Serbia up fully to for- 
eign capital. 

He said that if his people 
came to power, they would 
ask international institu- 
tions like the European 
Union for a “special status" 
as the country struggles to 
overcome the legacy of de- 
cades of command econo- 
my and nearly five years of 
punishing economic sanc- 
tions over Serbia's role in 
theBosnian war. 

But even economic prog- 
ress, he said, must wait until 
democratic reforms are 
instituted. 

“Democratisation First, 
and then we solve specific 
problems." said the 44- 
yeor-old former philosophy 
professor. 

Mr. Djindjic has a some- 


what dubious record as he 
champions democracy and 
human rights. He backed 
militant Bosnian Serbs for 
most of the war but has 
since distanced himself 
from the separatist ideal, a 
manoeuvre critics have dis- 
missed as opportunist now 
that Mr. Milosevic is facing 
the strongest challenge yet 
to his 1 0-year rule. 

On Kosovo, a flashpoint 
which some say could lead 
the Balkans into another 
war, Mr. Djindjic said the 
province’s drive for inde- 
pendence must be settled 
“within the framework of 
the constitution, which calls 
for autonomy for Kosovo." 

Mr. Milosevic stripped the 
province of that status in 
19S9 on grounds that it was 
preparing to secede from 
the rest of Serbia. 

MrT Djindjic added: “We 
are prepared to respect the 
constitution and define 
through a democratic and 
tolerant political process 
what degree of autonomy 
would not threaten the state 
and grant real rights to those 
who are supposed to enjoy 
this autonomy.” 

Serbian presidential and 
parliamentary elections are 
due to be held by the end of 
this year. 

Serbia’s opposition be- 
lieves time is running out 
for Mr. Milosevic amid 
signs that state authority is 
weakening in the face of 
marathon street protests. 

‘They say Milosevic's 
tactic is to keep buying time 
— but every day we perse- 
vere is a defeat for him and 
a victory for us — time is 
on our side." Mr. Djindjic 
told tens of thousands of 
cheering pro-democracy de- 
monstrators. 

If police tactics were any 
guide, the authorities cer- 
tainly seemed confused in 
handling Friday night's 
marches — the 76th straight 
day of student and three- 
party coalition protests. 

Witnesses said about 
1 .000 anti-riot police adopt- 
ed a bewildering series of 
blocking positions in an 
effort to channel cheerful, 
noisy dissidents towards 


their goal, a central square. 

At one point police direct- 
ed the demonstrators to 
walk on non-existent pave- 
ments. In another, they 
blocked a pedestrian walk- 
way and told marchers to 
stick to the street itself. 

If anything, the sight of 
police bussed back and 
forth — only to give up cor- 
dons under the sheer weight 
of numbers — only inc- 
reased the marchers’ elated 
sense of nearing their goal 
of forcing the authorities to 
reinstate opposition victo- 
ries in local elections last 
November. 

One marcher said to a po- 
lice officer “The guy who 
told you to do this must be 
very clever" 

“He’s a real genius," the 
policeman said with a 
■smile. 

. Support for the opposition 
came from an unexpected 
direction when former Yu- 
goslav Federal president 
and one time Milosevic as- 
sociate Borisovic Jovic told 
Britain's Guardian newspa- 
per that the policy of ignor- 
ing election results had 
divided and weakened the 
Socialist government 

Three hundred members 
of the Belgrade Bar Asso- 
ciation rallied Friday to 
demand the resignation of 
the justice and interior min- 
isters for their role in frus- 
trating opposition efforts to 
have the election results 
reinstated. 

Teachers are already on 
strike, about 1,000 schools 
have shut and deans at Bel- 
grade University have 
turned their backs on the 
pro-Milosevic rector. 

"Let him (Milosevic) sun- 
bathe in Corfu and write his 
memoirs, but leave us alone," 
said Mr. Djindjic. “He cannot 
realise that the longer he 
stalls, the more painful the 
end will be for him.” 

In Rome, the international 
community’s high represen- 
tative for Bosnia. Carl Bildt, 
said Serbia was becoming 
the “sick man of Europe" 
with no way out of desper- 
ate economic straits unless 
Mr. Milosevic honoured the 
opposition’s election wins. 


Bosnian Muslim general says more 
war if refugees cannot go home 

KTC\rr\ / a a » a F 


SARAJEVO .(AFP) — A 

senior Bosnian Muslim 
general gave a blunt 
warning to his former 
Serb enemies that they 
faced more fighting un- 
less they let refuges return 
home, a Sarajevo newspa- 
per reported Saturday. 

General Sead Delic, 
commander of the Mus- 
lim-led Bosnian army’s 
Second Corps, visited the 
disputed northern town of 
Brcko to give his warning, 
said the daily newspaper 
Oslobodjenje. 

“This war is not finished 
as long as the people do 
not return to their homes,” 
the paper quoted him as 
saying. 

The report comes a day 
after Croat civilians out- 
side the southern town of 
Stolac stopped a U.N.- 
supervised convoy of 


Muslim refugees from 
returning to their homes 
in the town. 

And it follows attacks 
by Serbs on Muslims 
when they tried to return 
to their former homes in 
the Serb-held northeastern 
village of Gajevi last 
weekend. 

Despite promises by 
both Serbs and Croats at 
the signing of the Dayton 
peace accords in Novem- 
ber 1995 to let tens of 
thousands of Muslim re- 
fugees return to the homes 
they fled in the war, the 
U.N. says only a few hun- 
dred have been allowed to 
do so. 

■International arbitrators 
are due to announce on 
Feb. 15 a decision on 
competing claims for 
brcko between the Serbs 
and the Muslims. 


The Muslims had a pre- 
war majority of the town’s 

population and are de- 
manding that the refugees 
are allowed home. 

Bosnia's Serbs say the 
town is strategically vital 
because it sits in a narrow 
corridor that is the only 
link between the eastern 
and western parts of Serb- 
held Bosnia. 

General Delic, whose 
2nd Corps fought for the 
Brcko area during the 43- 
raonth Bosnian war, said 
he was prepared to do bat- 
tle again. 

‘T’his is not a threat” he 
said. “If there are no other 
means then this is the onlv 
way to achieve what we 
fought for over four 
years.” 


New body 
approves * 
Hong Kong 
law changes 

BEIJING (AFP) — A 
China-appointed body has 
agreed to scrap or amend a 
series of controversial 
Hong Kong laws, delegates 
at the meeting said Satur- 
day, in a move which pro- 
democracy groups in the 
territory have denounced 
as eroding human rights. 

The preparatory commit- 
tee, charged with oversee- 
ing Hong Kong's return to 
Chinese sovereignty on Ju- 
ly 1 , approved the package 
of changes with one vote 
against and 10 abstentions, 
they said, adding 135 
members had attended the 
meeting. 

Fourteen Hong Kong 
laws were to be abolished 
and 11 modified because 
they were “against the 
basic law." the mini -consti- 
tution for post-handover 
Hong Kong, Xu Ze, the 
director of the Bureau of 
the Hong Kong and Macao 
Affairs, told reporters. 

In a separate move, the 
committee overwhelming- 
ly decided to. empower 
chief executive-designate 
Tung Chee-Hwa. Hong 
Kong's future leader, to 
name members of his gov- 
ernment, including judges, 
and make budgetary deci- 
sions before Jure 30, Mr. 

Xu said. 

It was al«o decided that 
Hong Kong's local gover i 
ments — the Urban Coun- 
cil, the Regional Council 
and district boards — must 
“cease their operations on 
June 30." 

Provisional committees ^ 
to replace the organisations 
would be set up on July 1, 
with 25 per cent of their 
membership to be appoint- 
ed. Mr. Xu said. 

The chairman of Hong 
Kong's Association for De- 
mocracy and People’s 
Livelihood. Frederick 
Fung, wai the only mem- 
ber to vote' against the law 
change motion, according 
to Hong Kong radio 
RTHK, arguing it was 
wrong to amend the Bill of 
Rights and the public order 
and societies ordinances. 

Mr. Fung Friday handed 
a letter of protest to Chi- 
nese Foreign Minister Qian 
Qichen over the issue. 

Among those abstaining 
from the vote at the end of 
the committee's two-day 
meeting here, according to 
Rthk, was the chairman of 
Hong Kong’s Liberal 
Party, Allen Lee. 

After the vote, Mr. Tung 
assured reporters that the 
meeting in Beijing was not 
a sign Hong Kong was los- 
ing its promised autonomy. 

What happens in after Ju- 
ly l “is up to Hong Kong,’’ 

Mr. Tung said, adding that 
the system of “one country, 
two systems" would be ob- 
served after the handover. 

u Hong Kong people will 
have a high degree of au- 
tonomy. We are the master 
in our house." he said. 

“Western society in Hong 
Kong is very politicised. I 
don't think it’s good for 
Hong Kong. I think we 
have Chinese traditional 
values. These values have 
their weaknesses, too. We 
should combine the two." 

He criticised Hong Kong 
Governor Chris Patten, 
who Thursday said if the f* 
preparatory committee 
supported the proposed 
changes it could do “enor- 
mous and irrevocable" da- 
mage to the territory. 

‘’Its totally not true and 
not right. He is wrong,” 

Mr. Tung said. 

The legal changes were 
proposed by a Chinese le^ 
gal sub-group and, among 
other things, amend Hong 
Kong’s bill of rights and 
impose strict controls on 
the freedoms of association 
and assembly. 

U.S. President Bill Clin- 
ton has joined the chorus of 
disapproval. 

Earlier, a Hong Kong ru- 
ral community leader 
walked out of the meeting 
l n protest against its deci- 
sion to retain a law giving 
women equal rights to injtf) 
■hem land in Hong Kong’s 
new territories. 

His protest was the stron- 
gest yet seen among mem- 
bers of the committee. . 
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Pakistan ’S' former Prime Minister Benazir Bhutto addresses an election rally in Khanewa). Ms. Bhutto, ousted by 
president Farooq Leghari on Nov. 5, 1996 is leading her Pakistan People’s Party campaign for national and provin- 
cial assembly elections set for Feb. 3 (Reuter photo) 

Pakistani campaign ends with voters weary of corruption 

ISLAMABAD (AFP) — 

Pakistan's election cam- 
paign came to an end Sa- 
turday without overcoming 
the ddsehchantment of vot- 
ers wetay of politicians who 
are often corrupt and ineffi- 
cient, analysts said. 

The campaign was again 
dominated by the two jug- 
gernauts- of Pakistan's polit- 
ical scene 1 -— the Pakistan 
People’s Party (PPP) of 
Benazir Bhutto and the Pa- 
kistan Muslim League of 
Y*. former Prime Minis ter Na- 
fwaz Sharif- — which have 
battled for: power since the 
restoration- of parliamentary 
democracy in 1985. 

The- elections will go 
ahead Monday after Ms. 

Bhutto lost a last-ditch court 
appeal to overturn her dis- 
missal in November by Pre- 
sideqtpFarooq Ahmed Le- 
g&Sf^amid allegations of 
contiptSoD* and misrule. 

■fa fact,, charges of corrup- 
tion issued, from both sides . 
in the campaign, along with 
accusations about who was 
responsible for the cata- 
strophic economic condi- 
tion of the country. Both 
sides denied responsibility 
for die economic mess. 

The country’s endemic 
corruption led another polit- 
ical party, the Islamic Ja- 
maat-i-Islami, to decline to 
participate, in the elections, 
fjarty leader Qazi Hussein 
Ahmad said . the polls 
serve no purpose” 

■ the PPP and the 



Leader of the Pakistan Peoples P arty -S hah eed Bhutto 
(PPP-SB), Ghinwa Bhutto acknowledges the crowd by 
making a clenched fist, the symbol of her party, at a 
packed rally in a central Larkana park. Ghinwa, the 
Lebanese-born widow of Benazir Bhutto’s murdered 
brother Murtaza, is challenging Benazir's mother for a 
national assembly seat in the up-coming Feb. 3 elections 
(Reuter photo) 
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ting up the ‘‘same corrupt 
elements.” 

The campaign was also 
marked by the emergence of 
s newcomer to the political 
world — former cricket star 
Imran Khan’ whose vow to 
crack down on corruption 
has struck a chord in the 
<|omitiy, notably among the 
young. 

.,. . ;i ,,v:-.* . .Mr. Khan’s Movement for 
\C .lie to- ^ Justice has put up around 
,. 1Sk ■hi 1 '* 1 150 candidates for the 217 
’ , , k id) ,D j ^ National. Assembly and 
. .'..lii^. about 300 for the approxi- 

• lX \ yd [ mately 450 provincial con- 
I ,hiot; stituences. 

st . But Monday’s elections 
? v.iIif"^ “comes too early for him” 
... n’ ! and he is unlikely to be a 
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major factor, one Pakistani 
analyst said. 

Nevertheless, the analyst 
predicted Mr. Khan and his 
movement would be a fac- 
tor in the future. 

"His campaign has had a 
strong impact and his stand- 
ing will continue to grow,” 
he said. 

On the other hand, the 
ascension of Ghinva Bhutto 
— widow of Benazir Bhut- 
to’s estranged brother Mur- 
taza — could be a tempo- 
rary development, another 
analyst said. 

"This phenomena created 
by the emotions raised by 
the death of Murtaza and 
helped by parties opposed 
to the PPP to divide the 
electorate will have a hard 
time surviving,” said the 
analyst, who predicted a set- 


tling of scores in the Bhutto 
family. 

Ghinva Bhutto, whose 
husband was killed by po- 
lice last September, took 
over the dissident faction of 
the PPP once headed by 
Murtaza Bhutto. The killing 
led ro the jailing of Benazir 
Bhutto’s husband. Asif Ali 
Zardari, on conspiracy char- 
ges. 

The election campaign 
has been carried out in rela- 
tive calm. One death has 
been reported, compared 
with more than a dozen in 
previous campaigns. 

But the campaign has 
been characterised by mud- 
slinging, notably around the 
"Sita White Affair,” after 
the English aristocrat who 
claimed at the beginning of 
the campaign that Imran 


Khan was the father of her 
child. 

ln addition to explaining 
the affair, Mr. Khan has also 
been accused in Muslim 
Pakistan of using "Jewish 
money” because of his mar- 
riage to Jemima Goldsmith, 
daughter of a Jewish Fran- 
co-Brirish billionaire. 

Voters have approached 
the election with indiffer- 
ence, as it wasn't clear until 
the last week of the cam- 
paign that it would even be 
held. 

The Supreme Court wait- 
ed until Wednesday to mm 
down Ms. Bhutto’s appeal 
for reinstatement of the par- 
liament and provincial as- 
semblies — as well as rein- 
statement herself as prime 
minister. 

Ms. Bhutto wound up her 
election campaign Saturday 
with a bitter atrack bn Pre- 
sident Leghari. - - : 

"He has brought not one 
corruption charge against 
me,” Ms. Bhutto told a 
packed crowd in Lahore, 
capital of Punjab, Pakistan’s 
most populous and influen- 
tial province. 

"This is the man I made 
president beause he wasn’t 
strong enough to make him- 
self chief minister of Pun- 
jab,” she said. 

"This is a man whose fa- 
ther couldn’t even win a 
National Assembly seat and 
the man I made president as 
a reward for his hard work 
after he couldn’t become 
Punjab chief minister, a 
man I was sure would never 
betray me,” she said. 

"Look what he’s done,” 
she said at her main rally in 
Lahore on the last day of 
campaigning. 

Ms. Bhutto said the dis- 
missal of her government 
on Nov. 5 was part of a plot 
to drive her and her Pakis- 
tan People’s Party from pol- 
itics and charged again that 
Mr. Leghari was putting 
together a "king’s party” to 
perpetuate his power. 

"The PPP will not allow 
itself to be divided. The PPP 
will not allow the country to 
be divided,” she told a dense 
crowd at a dusty three-way 
road junction in Lahore. 


Karen rebels reject Burma ’s peace offer 
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j.i> '■'"'^RANGOON (R) — Rebel 
s ethnic Karen guerrillas, who 

; |ii r% operate along the forested 


ing with the KNU leaders to 
persuade them to make 
peace with the government. 
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military government. 
i Leader of the rebel Karen Guerrilla leader Bo Mya 

: National Union (KNU), Ge- ■ said the KNU was not pre- 

‘ , i'll***' oeral Bo Mya, told Reuters pared to lose its honour dur- 
1 ’flj. * tom Hteet Kaple at the ing the talks by laying down 
' l, i ’ 1 hiu'^ 1 Southeastern border with arms. 
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jHl - Order Restoration 
ynmcil (SLORC) had told 
* monthly news conference 
l r‘\4at the government was 
hiring the outcome of a 
. round, of peace talks 
^ the KNU. 

.Spokesman Colonel 
!Vyaw Thein said that some 
jhfluentipl Karen nationals 
,rtj m Rangoon were meet- 


“SLORC has sent repre- 
sentatives to ask us to lay 
down amis to pave the way 
for talks " he said. "But we 
turned that down." 

The KNU was formed in 
1948 to fight for autonomy 
from Rangoon shortly after 
Burma gained indepen- 
dence from Britain. 

The KNU is the only re- 
training armed group still 
fighting Burma’s military 
government and several 
rounds of peace talks in the 
past have failed. 

This week the KNU and 
its rival, the Democratic 


Karen Buddhist Army 
(DKBA), a splinter group 
backed by die Burmese 
government, have been 
engaged in heavy fighting 
that has left thousands of 
refugee Karens homeless. 

Meanwhile, Burma’s mili- 
tary government said 
Saturday it had uncovered a 
plot by exiled students to 
create unrest in the country 
whose capital was rocked 
by widespread street 
protests in December. 

It also said that roads lead- 
ing to opposition leader 
Aung San Suu Kyi’s home 
in Rangoon would stay 
closed until it was clear 
there was no further threat 
to her personal security. 

A spokesman for SLORC, 
Colonel Kvaw Their, told a 
news conference the gov- 
ernment last month uncov- 
ered a plot by the Thailand- 
based student’s movement, 
the All Burma Students 
Democratic Front 

(ABSDF), to create distur- 


bances. 

The ABSDF, with finan- 
cial backing from certain 
unidentified international 
organisations, bad recruited 
Burmese operatives to un- 
dertake subversive activities 
using a video parlour and a 
photocopier shop as fronts, 
he said. 

A total of 24 people linked 
to the alleged ABSDF plot 
had been arrested for trying 
to organise anti-Burma acti- 
vities. 

"The correspondence bet- 
ween them (ABDSF and lo- 
cal agents) revealed that the 
ABSDF insurgents had pre- 
scribed three forms of at- 
tack: Military combat, dip- 
lomatic propaganda and in- 
citing of mass uprisings,” 
the spokesman said. 

An American woman liv- 
ing in Thailand was said by 
the government to have vis- 
ited Rangoon and acted as 
the link between the 
ABSDF and its operatives. 



Islamic organisation claims 
killing of Algerian union leader 


ALGIERS (Agencies) — 
The Islamic Front of the 
Armed Jihad (FIDA) Satur- 
day claimed responsibility 
for the assassination of the 
leader of Algeria’s main 
trade union Abdulhak Ben- 
hamouda. 

“FIDA announces its res- 
ponsibility in the attack di- 
rected against the person of 
Benhamouda, a man who 
put himself at the service of 
the junta,” the organisation 
said in a communique 
signed by Ahmed Abou El 
Fida published in the dai- 
lies, Le Matin, El Watan 
and Liberte here. 

The communique also 
threatened to continue the 
struggle against the govern- 
ment and its allies. Its au- 
thenticity could nor imme- 
diately be established. 

Benhamouda, the head of 
the General Union of Alger- 
ian Workers (UGTA), was 
buried Thursday in Algiers 
aL a service attended by Al- 
gerian President Liamine 
Zeroual. 

A close supporter of Mr. 
Zeroual and a sworn enemy 
of Islamic fundamentalists, 
Benhamouda was shot dead 
by five suspected Islamic 
militants as he left union 
headquarters in May I 


Square in central Algiers 
Tuesday. 

FIDA. which has several 
academics in its ranks, spe- 
cialises in the assassinations 
of political figures and in- 
tellectuals. Several of its 
leaders have fled to Europe. 

In recent months, it has 
been hard hit by the securi- 
ty forces. In May last year, 
it lost its leader. Moham- 
mad Brahimi. who was 
killed along with a dozen 
companions in their hideout 
in Hydra, a chic district of 
Algiers. 

Meanwhile, suspected 
Muslim fundamentalists 
killed eight people, includ- 
ing a baby, in the latest 
night attack on an isolated 
community outside Algiers, 
Algerian security forces 
said Friday. 

The reported killings 
capped another week of 
bloodshed during which the 
union leader and a retired 
general were killed. 

They coincided with war- 
nings from Algeria’s most 
ruthless rebel " movement, 
the Armed Islamic Group 
(G1A), of more attacks soon 
on Algerian figures. 

Nearly 200 people have 
been killed in Algeria since 
the Muslim fasting month 


of Ramadan starred on Jan, 
10. with some Algerian 
newspapers putting the fig- 
ure at more than 250. 

In their statement Friday, 
security officials said on the 
night of Wednesday-Thurs- 
day eight people in the 
fanning community of Sidi 
Kaddour were “assassinated 
in a cowardly way" — the 
term they normally use for 
killings in which the vic- 
tims have their throats cuL 

“This barbarous act did 
not exclude a baby of 13 
months who was strangled 
by the criminals.” said the 
statement, carried on the 
official Algerian News 
Agency (APS). Algerian of- 
ficials use the term "crimi- 
nals” to describe Muslim 
rebels. 

Shortly after his funeral of 
Benhamouda Thursday, kil- 
lers struck in the western 
Algerian city of Oran, kil- 
ling a retired general who 
had been a powerful figure 
under two previous presi- 
dents. 

The site of the killing of 
the eight villagers lies in 
Sidi Moussu district, whose 
provincial capital of Blida 
is some 50 kilometres south 
of Algiers. 

Blida city is headquarters 


of the Algiers military dis- 
trict and a stronghold of 
Muslim fundamentalists 
who have been trying for 
five years to topple the au- 
thorities. 

The massacre followed a 
series of attacks in which 
car-bombs and other explo- 
sives have blasted Algeria's - 
cities, while axes, knives 
and guas have left a trail of 
blood in rural communities. 

Algiers residents said Fri- ;i 
day the GIA had pasted 
fresh warnings in the past 
few days to walls in a work- 
ing class suburb that is an 
Islamist stronghold. 

"The warnings are in 
tracts pasted on walls in 
Hussein Dev,” a resident 
said by telephone. "They 
are signed by the GIA and 
apparently were put up jusL 
a few days ago. They are 
threatening soon to attack 
all Algerian personalities, 
journalists, film-makers and 
senior executives.” 

About 60 media employ- 
ees have been killed since 
mid- 1 993. Journalists work 
under laws limiting what 
they can report on security 
issues and are accused by 
Islamists of supporting the 
government. 


Despite setback, U.S. still 
hopeful for Korean dialogue 


Hutus target 
Rwanda 
genocide 
witnesses 
— U.N. 

GENEVA (R) — Hutu 
death squads in Rwanda 
are killing Tutsi survivors 
of genocide and witnesses 
who are forced to move out 
of isolated areas near army 
positions and towns in 
search of security, a new 
United Nations report said 
Friday. 

The report by the U.N. 
Human Rights Office said 
survivors were being hunt- 
ed down in their homes, 
intimidated, threatened and 
poisoned to death in some 
cases in remote areas bor- 
dering Zaire in the tiny 
Central African country. 

More than half a million 
minority Tutsis and Hutu 
moderates died in 1994’s 
Hutu-led ethnic slaughter, 
after which Tutsis swept to 
power in Rwanda and the 
perpetrators fled to neigh- 
bouring countries. 

The U.N. report said at 
least 227 genocide survi- 
vors were killed in 1996 
when attacks against them 
rose sharply and urged 
Rwanda to take measures 
to protect them. 

In total, the U.N. Human 
Rights Office in Rwanda 
received reports of nearly 
1,600 killings in 1996, the 
report said. It gave no 
breakdown for killings by 
the Tutsi-dominated army 
which is fighting an insur- 
gency by rebels of the 
Hutu majority. 

“In the second half of 
1996, there were targetted 
attacks by large groups of 
assailants against commu- 
nities of survivors resulting 
in high numbers of vic- 
tims,” the report said. 

The need for protection 
was urgent with survivors 
giving testimony at Rwan- 
dan courts during trials of 
alleged killers. 

Hutu militia among 
600,000 refugees who re- 
turned from Zaire late in 
1996 were behind some of 
the attacks, the report said. 

The mass influx from 
eastern Zaire and the ex- 
pulsion of half a million 
Hutu refugees in Tanzania 
by troops in December 
have increased ethnic ten- 
sions in Rwanda. 

Earlier this week, the 
U.N. reported a marked 
increase in the number of 
killings of Hutu returnees, 
saying at least 60 were 
murdered in the past two 
months by survivors or sol- 
diers. 

Rwandan troops were 
responding to increasing 
insurgency in border areas 
with large-scale cordon- 
and-search operations, 
some resulting in big civil- 
ian casualties, the report 
said. 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
Washington remained up- 
beat even though North Ko- 
rea once again has post- 
poned a key briefing with 
South Korea and the United 
States on four-party peace 
talks for the Korean penin- 
sula. 

The United States was 
“disappointed at this latest 
turn of events.” but the 
talks, which had been re- 
scheduled for next Wednes- 
day, “remain valid,” U.S. 
State Department spokes- 
man Nicholas Bums said. 
“We hope to move ahead 
with the joint briefing at the 
earliest opportunity.” 

Mr! Bums said the United 
States was informed Friday 
"by the DPRK (Democratic 
People’s Republic of Ko- 
rea) U.N. mission in New 
York that the North Korean 
side would not depart 
Pyongyang in time to attend 
the joint briefing.” 

But "they have not in- 
formed us that they are un- 
willing to attend such a 
meeting,” Mr. Bums said, 
adding that "we will be in 
touch with the North Ko- 
reans seeking further clari- 
fications." 

Likewise, South Korea 
expressed disappointment 
at North Korea’s postpone- 


WASHINGTON (R) — 

New U.S. Defence Secreta- 
ry William Cohen said Fri- 
day his top priority will be 
to persuade Americans 
lulled by peace that the 
world is still dangerous. 

"We still live in a very 
dangerous, disorderly 
world. And in many cases 
we face dangers that are 
comparable to those we 
faced in the past,” he told 
reporters, citing the growth 


meni of the key briefing. 

“It is a disappointing 
news for us that the north 
again put off the briefing.” a 
Foreign Ministry spokes- 
man said. “We hope that 
North Korea realises that 
the four-party talks would 
be beneficial to it and come 
to the table soon.” 

He said South Korea 
would wait for the north to 
change its attitude and con- 
tinue pushing for the four- 
parry talks but would not 
beg the north to come out to 
dialogue. 

Meanwhile, top presiden- 
tial foreign affairs and secu- 
rity advisor Ban Ki-Moon 
reaffirmed South Korea's 
position that the north 
should not be rewarded for 
merely taking part in a 
briefing, Yonhap News 
Agency said. 

Mr. Ban conveyed this 
position to Sandra Kristoff, 
senior advisor for Asian 
affairs of the U.S. National 
Security Council. She left 
here after a whistle-stop 
visit. North Korea had 
asked for a postponement of 
the preparatory meeting on 
a previous occasion, in or- 
der to conclude negotia- 
tions on grain purchases 
considered a top priority by 
Pyongyang. 


of terrorism, missile tech- 
nology. and weapons of 
mass destruction. 

Mr. Cohen, who will pre- 
sent the fiscal 1998 defence 
budget of about $260 billion 
to Congress next week, told 
his first Pentagon news con- 
ference since being sworn in 
last week that Americans 
must realise danger didn't die 
with the cold war. 

“My greatest concern is 
that we be able ro persuade 


The meeting originally 
was scheduled for Jan. 29. 

The New York briefing is 
intended to pave the way 
for North-South talks on a 
peace agreement to replace 
the uneasy truce that has 
governed the peninsula 
since the end of the 1950-53 
Korean war. 

President Bill Clinton and 
South Korea's President 
Kim Young-Sam proposed 
the inter-Korean peace talks j 
last April, with .Beijing and.j 
Washington intending ton 
play a support role to the 
rival Koreas. 

U.S. officials "are pre- 
pared to do anything to fa- 
cilitate” North Korea's pur- 
chase of a grain-export deal 
between Minnesota-based 1 
Cargill grain company and 
North Korea, Mr. Bums 
Said. 

Last Month the Clinton 
administration announced it 
had licensed the American 
food conglomerate to sell 
up to 500.000 tonnes of 
grain to North Korea. 

The license is an excep- 
tion to the 47-year-old U.S. 
embargo on North Korea. 
Minnesota-based Cargill is 
the largest grain company 
and third-laigesr food com- 
pany in the United States. 


the American people that 
having a viable, sustainable 
national security policy is 
important, even when there is 
no clearly identifiable enemy 
on the horizon.” he said. 

"We have to do that on a 
bipartisan basis and per- 
suade the American people 
that we remain militarily 
strong, that we remain for- 
ward deployed and that we 
remain energetically and 
diplomatically engaged.” 


U.S. calls China talks constructive 


WASHINGTON (R) — A U.S. delegation 
Friday wrapped up “constructive" talks in 
China but the State Department did not 
indicate whether Beijing had given any 
concessions on human rights. 

"In general, we’ve been quite disappoint- 
ed by Chinese actions over the pasr year” 
on human rights, spokesman Nicholas 
Bums told reporters. But "we've decided 
not to go into detail” about the just-con- 
cluded talks in Beijing, he added. 

He said Washington placed more value on 
action than words anyway. 

The U.S. delegation, led by National 
Security Council Asia expert Sandra 
Kristoff, discussed a broad range of issues 
with the Chinese and the talks were "con- 
structive." Mr. Bums said. 

"Among the matters discussed were the 
overall state of our relations, prospects for 
the coming year, activities and meetings for 
the coming year, high-level visits, human 
rights, law (enforcement) cooperation, the 
situation on the Korean peninsula and the 
situation in Hong Kong.” he said. 

U.S. officials have said one of the delega- 
tion’s goals was to seek concrete gestures 
from Beijing on human rights that could be 
the basis for Washington dropping plans to 
sponsor in March a resolution at the U.N. 


Human Rights Commission criticising 
China's human rights record. 

In the past the resolution has been a 
source of great tension between the United 
Stares and China, which lobbied heavily 
and successfiily against its passage. 

Washington would prefer not to go for- 
ward with the resolution this year because 
the two countries have made progress in 
improving bilateral ties that had deteriorat-. 
ed seriously over human rights. Taiwan, 
arms sales, trade and other issues. 

But the State Department's annual human 
rights report issued on Thursday could 
make it difficult not to proceed.’ In Lhe 
report, tiie United States accused China of 
effectively silencing all public dissent 
against the Communist Party and govern- 
ment in 1996. 

U.S. officials and human rights advocates 
have said they expect the United States to 
go forward with the resolution. 

But new Secretary of State Madeleine ■ 
Albright will visit Beijing on her first over- 
seas trip being planned for mid-Febraarv. 
and this issue will be on her agenda. 

Although she has said human rights will 
be a “key element” in U.S. foreign policy 
she has also asserted that U.S. -China ties 
cannot be held hostage to any one issue. 


World still dangerous, Cohen warns Americans 
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Equality among peoples 

THE ROW between Switzerland and Swiss banks 
on the one hand and Israel and Jewish groups on 
the other over allegations that Swiss banks kept 
secret accounts belonging to victims of the Nazi 
era seems to be easing. The issues that this recent 
standoff raises would of course still stay with us 
for much longer. Swiss President Arnold Roller’s 
talks with Israeli Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanayhu in Davos Friday have apparently 
cooled down the dickering after former president 
of the Swiss Federation, Jean Pascal Delamuraz, 
triggered the bitter exchange when he described 
persistent Jewish demands to investigate the alle- 
gations as “blackmail.” However, on Friday, Mr. 
Netanyahu commended Switzerland after being 
briefed by its president about measures already 
taken by his country to address the problem and 
thanked Berne for “accepting its moral obliga- 
tions” in this regard. Switzerland has in fact cre- 
ated two commissions to trace Jewish bank 
accounts and pledged to compensate the victims. 
On their part, Swiss banks agreed to set up a holo- 
caust memorial fund for Jewish victims. 

While it is gratifying to hear Mr. Netanyahu 
heap praise on Berne for accepting a moral 
responsibility’ towards Jews who held dormant 
accounts in Swiss banks, we would like to see sim- 
ilar treatment accorded to the Palestinians who 
not only left dormant accounts but private prop- 
erties in the land where Israel was created. The 
Palestinians who fled their homes, towns and 
cities did so in response to calculated Jewish ter- 
ror that aimed to empty Palestine from its Arab 
inhabitants. In quest for a lasting peace in the 
Middle East, we would like to see Israel accept its 
moral responsibility towards these people. 

Some Israeli politicians say they would only set- 
tle Palestinian property rights against Jewish 
property claims in the Arab World. While every 
person should have the right to claim his or her 
right at their country of origin, the rights of 
Palestinians in present day Israel are not anyway 
equitable nor exchangeable with the rights of 
Jews in other Arab countries. There is no way to 
justify exchanging the property and interests of 
one Arab people with another. If Jewish people 
have rights in Morocco or Tunisia or Egypt or 
Syria, the)’ should call on these Arab countries to 
redress them. Palestinian property rights stand on 
their own legally and morally. What gives a 
greater authority to Palestinian claims for their 
rights in Israel is the different U.N. resolutions 
that recognise Palestinian rights to return or be 
compensated. While we fully support the rights of 
alt European Jews to get redress for all their 
grievances as a result of the holocaust, we expect 
Israel to recognise Palestinian grievances that 
resulted from the establishment of Israel in 
Palestine. 

ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


A WRITER lor Al Ra’i Saturday urged the government 
to heed the warning of Minister of Energy and Mineral 
Resources Hashem Dabbas against the dangers inherent 
in (he radioactive leaks from the Israeli Dimona nuclear 
read or. In an interview with Shihan weekly, the minis- 
ter disclosed that Jordan has referred this question to 
the Arab League and sought United Nations assistance 
in stopping this danger to its citizens, noted Samir 
Qtunii. The writer quoted the minister as expressing 
hope that the International Atomic Energy Agency will 
overcome Israel's objections to inspection of its nuclear 
facilities iind address the situation by helping to prevent 
further leaks that endanger Jordanian people's lives. 
Referring in the Jordan-lsrael peace treaty, the writer 
said il provided for measures to be taken to address pol- 
lution. especially dangerous pollution. He said the 
Jordanian government is duty bound to insist that the 
treaty's provisions be carried out in full and so avert 
serious danger to the Jordanians' lives and safeguard 
national security. 

A WRITER for .Al Dust our attacked the Kuwaiti 
prison authorities which were reported to have abused 
their powers and mistreated the Jordanian detainees in 
Kuw aiti jails, Khairi Mansour said all that the prisoners 
did was to request that they be treated like their Kuwaiti 
mate* and have their basic human rights respecred. but 
what they got in return was brutal beating that ended 
with scores of them in hospital. The writer said that the 
Kuwaiti prison guards resorted to beating and inhu- 
manely treating tile prisoners during the Holy Month 
Ramadan, when people should show a greater measure 
of tolerance and complacency towards one another 
rather than brutality. The beating of the prisoners, said 
the writer, proves beyond any shade of doubt that the 
Kuwaitis an: full of haired towards the Jordanian citi- 
zens who had built modem Kuwait through hard and 
diligent work over the past decades. He said that six 
years have elapsed since the Desert Storm, that fol- 
lowed Iraq's invasion of Kuwait, but it seems thar the 
Kuwaitis are determined to carry on hating and that is 
why they committed this crime against helpless prison- 
ers. 


Sunday’s Economic Pulse 

CBJ opts for costly policy 


By Dr. Fahed Fanek 


THE CENTRAL Bank of Jordan (CBJ) is still making an 
unnecessary transfer of over JD 50 million a year in favour 
of commercial and investment banks as a price for with- 
drawing some JD 600 million from the banking system’s 
excess liquidity. It is doing so by selling its Certificates of 
Deposits (CDs') in dinars to the banks with an interest rate 
as high as 9.5 per cent, while allowing banks to liquidate 
those CDs at any time, with a negligible penalty’. 

This is not to argue the merits of further squeezing the 
liquidity of the economy; I shall deal with this as granted. 
I also agree fully that central banks should not be managed 
in a way to realise maximum profits. Central banks admit- 
tedly are meant to conduct the right monetary policy even 
if there is a reasonable price to be paid. What I disagree 
with is the choice of the costly instrument adopted to 
achieve the desired objective while other no-cost instru- 
ments are available to withdraw excess liquidity and, at 
the same time, prod banks’ managers to follow prudent 
and sound policies. 

The alternative instrument which CBJ adamantly refused 
so far to apply is gradually raising the ratio of cash 
reserves which banks are required by law to maintain with 
CBJ without interest. The current ratio is 14 per cent and 
the CBJ is authorised by law to change the ratio up or 
down, provided it does not exceed 35 per cent of deposits 


in each bank. 

The Central Bank argues that it is committed to conduct- 
ing its monetary policy to influence the level of liquidity 
only by indirect means. Hence it refrains from using the 
compulsory cash reserve rool as an instrument of mone- 
tary policy, even though this instrument is practically and 
scientifically recognised worldwide. CBJ claims that cen- 
tral banks ceased to use cash reserve as an instrument of 
monetary policy, and that Jordan's International Monetary 
Fund (IMF) economic adjustment programme prohibits its 

use. 

1 am also of the opinion that indirect instruments are 
preferable to direct instruments in the conduct of mone- 
tary policy whenever the first is feasible. Nor do I claim 
that changing requirements of banks’ cash reserve is the 
ideal instrument in all circumstances: I nevertheless think 
that it should be used under the pressure of public interest 
and practical circumstances. 

When Michel Camdessus, the director general of the 
IMF, was in Amman last month. I asked him personally 
about his position on the subject. His answer was that the 
IMF does not encourage central banks to use direct inter- 
vention as a habit, but the IMF has nothing against it and 
the Central Bank of Jordan is definitely free, if necessary, 
to increase cash reserve requirements without violating 


the programme or even having to consult with the JMF 

It Is therefore clear that this determined stand of CBJ, 
which costs dearly in public funds and converts its usual 
profits to heavy losses, as happened in 1996. is an option 
which it can abandon. 

While I am on the subject, 1 would like to mention that 
the Israeli central bank decided last w eek to raise the ratio 
of cash reserves of all banks operating in Israel by a full 5 
percentage points in order to withdraw a huge amount of 
excess liquidity and bring the double digit inflation rate in 
Israel — 10.6 per cent — to a lower rate in 1997. 

No one claims that the Jordanian banking system is more 
advanced and developed than the system of Israel. By the 
way, the IMF nas decided to upgrade Israel to die list of 
industrial countries as of April 1997, along with South 
Korea, Singapore, Hong Kong and Taiwan. Industrial 
countries up to now are 23 and, with the new additions, 
they will be 28. 

The Central Bank of Jordan should not go on giving away 
public funds to the lucky and spoiled banks at the expense 
of incurring heavy losses. Otherwise. CBJ will become 
another financially troubled institution, with lots of value- 
less assets carried in its balance sheet. 


‘Support of democratic ideals is a barometer 
for future Palestinian-Israeli interaction’ 


By Dr. Kenneth W. Stein 

PALESTINIAN SOCIETY is 
in transition. Inside and outside 
ihe territories a majority of 
Palestinians are moving from 
confrontation to coexistence 
with Israel. As the process 
unfolds, political attitudes are 
divided. Ironies and contradic- 
tions abound.' 

Vis-k-vis Israel. Palestinian 
political power is limited. 

Virtually alone. Israelis 
wield the power to decide the 
dimensions of future 
Palestinian self-rule. As the 
Hebron agreement proved, 
only when Israel's domestic 
politic scene is ripe are 
Palestinians able to partake in 
what remains on the negotiat- 
ing table. Recent announce- 
ment of a Likud-Labour con- 
sensus outline for the future 
Palestinian territory adds- proof 
to the supposition that Israelis 
first negotiate with themselves, 
and then in no particular order, 
through the Americans, with 
Egypt. Jordan and the 
Palestinians. 

Expectedly. Palestinian 
yeanlings are stymied. For 
them. Israel’s pace is too 
stodgy and no Palestinian state 
is offered. Notwithstanding 
past and perhaps future 
Palestinian attacks against 
Israelis, firm evidence indi- 
cates that Palestinians are 
increasingly committed to liv- 


ing alongside Israel. Where 
Israel was once the sole antag- 
onist, Palestinians critically 
view their own leaders and 
institutions as obstacles to 
progress. 

Among 1,307 recently polled 
Palestinians, support for the 
peace process rose from 70 per 
cent three months ago to 79 per 
cent, despite a concurrent rise 
in support for armed attacks 
against Israel ( from 22 per cent 
to 40 per cent). In January 
1994. only 50 per cent of the 
Palestinians surveyed support- 
ed negotiations with Israel. 

The Palestinian public 
expressed concern and criti- 
cism regarding the status of 
democracy: 52 per cent said 
that it is impossible to criticise 
the Palestinian Authority with- 
out fear and only 28 per cent 
think that the Palestinian press 
is free. Only 36 per cent think 
that Palestinians are headed 
toward democratic rule, while 
44 per cent of the respondents 
hare a positive evaluation of 
the transition to democracy. 

Among admired democra- 
cies. Israel's status (78 per 
cent) is ranked higher than the 
United States (68 per cent). 
France (60 per cent), with 
Jordan and Egypt each at 34 
per cent. Palestinians place 
their own status of democracy 
and human rights under the 
Palestinian authority ai 44 per 
cent 


These are among some 
Palestinians attitudes culled 
from reputable polling data, 
assembled by the Nablus- 
based Centre for Palestine 
Research and Studies. 


police and security services (72 
per cent) and lastly the 
Legislative Council (50 per 
cent). Of all the respondents. 
92 per cent say that they have 
never had any contact with 


idents, B.A. degree holders 
and professionals. 

Since January 1994, signifi- 
cant changes in political affili- 
ation have occurred. Then. 
Hamas. Islamic Jihad and 


“ From the data and other sources , it appears that Palestinians 
are in search of leadership that is responsive, responsible, 
capable of solving their problems, nationalistic but relatively 
non-ideological, free of corruption and nepotism , and capable 
of implementing democratic values” 


Major support for the fund- 
ing of that Centre comes from 
the International Republican 
Institute, an organisation affili- 
ated with the Republican Party, 
which like its counterpart, the 
National Democratic Institute, 
promotes democratic values 
abroad’ . *v!j" 

'■Useful policy snapshots may 
be formed from the Centre's 
twenty-five public opinion sur- 
veys conducted in the West 
Bank and Gaza Strip over the 
last three years. 

A year has passed since 
Palestinians elected a president 
and Legislative Council. Initial 
hopes for real democracy have 
faded quickly. 

Displeasure with elected 
leaders and institutions pre- 
vails. The institution of the 
presidency (Arafat) holds the 
highest performance evalua- 
tions (76 per cent) followed by 


their representatives. In com- 
parison to exit poll results con- 
ducted after the January 1996 
elections, where performance 
expectations were high, there 
is undisguised disappointment 
with the Council's recent effec- 
tiveness. 


Islamic independents enjoyed 
21 per cent of the public's sup- 
port. A year ago. these groups' 
appeal was at 13 per cent, 
today it is at 15 per cent. 
Arafat’s mainstream Fatah 

political oiganisation went 
from 35 per cent of public sup- 


swayed in favor or against 
policies dependent upon 
whether their economic well- 
being and national aspirations 
are sufficiently satisfied. 

From the data and other 
sources, it appears that 
Palestinians are in search of 
leadership that is responsive, 
responsible, capable of solving 
their problems, nationalistic 
but relatively non-ideological, 
free of corruption and nepo- 
tism. and capable of imple- 
menting democratic values. 

Despite Israel's periodic 
chapters of political corruption 
and influence peddling, its 
democratic model remains 
admired by a majority of 
Palestinians. Support of demo- 
cratic ideals is a barometer for 
future Palestinian-Israeli inter- 


Conclusions from the most. peyt in 1994. to 2(7 per cent d'et action: rarefy do democracies 


recent survey suggest that cor- 
ruption and nepotism consti- 
tute two of the main problems 
in the process of nation-build- 
ing. Half the population 
believes that there is corruption 
in Palestinian institutions, with 
an astonishing 40 per cent 
believing that corruption will 
increase: 84 per cent of the 
population believes that jobs 
and employment are obtained 
either to a large or some extent 
by personal connections and 
nepotism. Uniformly, this 
belief is held by more than 
two-thirds of refugee camp res- 


year ago. to 45 per cent today: - physically attack other democ- 
Most significant, more than a . raeies. » • 
quarter of the Palestinians clas- 
sify themselves as undecided. The writer, professor of Near 
up from a mere 7 per cent of histon . aild political 

the population in 1994. This xcit . nce ar1 Emon . Universirv 
important non-ideological and ,,, At/anM c ■ 7 js MU1d j e 
potentially pragmatic minority ^ of , kc c 

appears capable of being Centre 


Zaire: Eastern promise? 


By G wynne Dyer 

IT HAS been three months 
since rebels seeking to over- 
throw the 3 1 -year rule of 
President Mobutu Sese Seko 
seized the whole eastern border 
of Zaire. Everybody wants to 
see Mobutu gone (except those 
who five on his bribes and 
favours), but everybody fears 
what might happen in Africa's 
biggest French-speaking coun- 
try after he goes. 

It has been one month since 
Mobutu came home from a 
lengthy absence in southern 
France recovering from 
prostate surgery. He promptly 
appointed Zaire's closest 
approach to a professional mil- 
itary commander. General 
Mahale Leiko Bokungo. to 
reconquer the east. 

Given the venal incompe- 
tence of Mobutu's regime and 
the total uselessness of its army 
(whose rarely paid, ill-trained 
troops paused only to loot dur- 
ing their panicky retreat from 
the east), everybody knew the 
next item on the agenda: white 
mercenaries. 

Sure enough, just as Mobutu 
was heading back to one of his 
European palaces for a well- 
earned rest in early January, the 
first reports surfaced of a 
“white legion" taking shape in 
the north-east Zairian city of 
Kisangani. And this is not pot- 
bellied has-beens like old Bob 
Denard. trying to take over the 
Comoro Islands for the 
umpteenth time with a script 
written by rhe ghost of Graham 
Greene. 

What has been assembling in 
Kisangani is four or five hun- 
dred genuine hard men — ex- 
French Foreign Legion, ex- 


British SAS. Belgians and 
South Africans who have had 
steady work in Africa for years 
— plus some armour and 
artillery, transport helicopter, 
and even three ex-Soviet Ml -24 
helicopter gunships. 

Even Mobutu's stolen bil- 
lions cannot buy this calibre of 
help unless some friendly gov- 
ernment gives him the nod. The 
French deny it. but in fact they’ 
have always backed Mobutu, 
despite the fact that he has 
comprehensively ruined his 
country. Why? Because he 
always does what they want — 
and. above all, he speaks 
French. 

Last weekend, the “white 
legion” started moving east to 
chase die Alliance of 
Democratic Forces for the 
Liberation of Congo-Zaire 
(AFDLl from their forward 
positions at Bunia and 
Walitale. The force's final 
objective is to take back the big 
eastern cities of Goma. Bukavu 
and Uvira on the Great Lakes 
frontier with Rwanda and 
Burundi, and most observers 
thought it would take about 
two weeks. 

It is deeply embarrassing. A 
full generation after most 
African countries got their 
independence, it is still quite 
normal for a bunch of white 
hired guns working for some 
African thug to fly in, kill his 
opponents and impose his will 
on a whole country. 

So here we go again — 
except that the first reports out 
of eastern Zaire suggest that 
this time the “while legion" is 
not doing so well. Despite all 
the high-tech mayhem the mer- 
cenaries can dispense, the 
AFDL troops are holding 


around Bunia and Walikale. 

Nobody who know’s the 
record of African troops in the 
two world wars — or. for that 
matter, of warrior tribes like the 
Zulus — can doubt the courage 
or military prowess of well-led, 
professional African soldiers. 
The problem is that for the past 
few decades, there have been 
very few of that kind of African 
soldiers around. 

What we are now beginning 
to see, in the very region that 
saw the worst of Africa's recent 
tragedies, is the emergence of 
disciplined, professional 
African armies. They are semi- 
guerrilla forces with few heavy 
weapons, and their uniforms 
leave much to be desired, but 
they are commanded by people 
who combine military skills 
with political integrity, and 
they are getting the job done. 

The first of these armies to 
win was the one trained and led 
by Uganda's current president. 
Yoweri Museveni (who owes 
his surname to (he fact that his 
father served in the Seventh 
Battalion of (he King's African 
Rifles). Museveni is much 
more than a professional sol- 
dier. but without those military 
skills he could not have put an 
end to Uganda's two decades 
of agony. 

After SO years of war. both 
Eritrea and Ethiopia are at 
peace today because other dis- 
ciplined guerrilla armies, led 
by people who understood both 
military tactics and political 
principle, finally drove the 
thugs and bandits from power. 
And they never, ever, asked for 
help from foreigners, whether 
mercenaries or regular troops. 

The most recent of these new, 
clean. competent African 


armies to begin righting 
wrongs was the Rwanda 
Patriotic Front, the mostly 
Tutsi force that marched in and 
slopped the anti-Tutsi genocide 
in Rwanda two years ago. The 
great shock for outsiders was 
that it did not carry out a 
counter-genocide in retaliation. 
But then it was trained in 
Uganda, and its commander. 
Paul Kagame, is a close col- 
league of Yoweri Museveni. 

Now we have two more 
instances. Both Eritrea and 
Ethiopia are tacitly backing the 
Sudanese People's Liberation 
Army offensive that seeks to 
free Sudan from the rule of a 
brutally oppressive and sectari- 
an government. And both 
Uganda and Rwanda are tacitly 
backing the AFDL's attempt to 
drive Mobutu from power in 
Zaire. 

The Alliance of Democratic 
Forces for the Liberation of 
Congo-Zaire falls into the same 
category. It is not a tribal upris- 
ing. The bulk of its early 
recruits in eastern Zaire last 
year were Tutsis. but its leader. 
Laurent Kabila, is from the 
southern province of Shaba 
(formerly Katanga), and he has 
been snuggling against 
Mobutu's rule since 1965. 

Kabila’s military comman- 
der. Andre Kissasse Ngandu. 
killed last week in an ambush, 
was not Tutsi either. Indeed, he 
came front Kasai province, 
which now shelters about a 
million refugees who went to 
Shaba long ago seeking work, 
only to be driven out by a bout 
of ethnic cleansing three -years 
ago. 

The AFDL is not Kasaian. or 
Shaban. or Tutsi, and it is not 
about breaking up Zaire. It is 


LETTERS 

The price of 
free expression 

To the Editor: 

1 AM once again deeply dismayed to see Jordanian journal- 
ists being arrested and dragged before judges for things 
which they have printed. I am of course referrine to the case 
of the editor-in-chief of the weekly “Abed Rabbo" as report- 
ed in the article “Editor-in-chief of tabloid arrested at home" 
(Jordan Times, Jan. 29. 1997). 

( As an intelligent reader. I tend to discount most of whai 
Abed Rabbo’ prims as being very close to nonsense. As 
regards the allegedly slanderous material for which the editor 
was arrested, l have no comment, since I have no( read it. 

However, the more important point is that the constant 
interference by the government in the work of journalists and 
the harsh Press and Publications Law" are not consistent 
with democracy. 

In a democracy, public figures and politicians choose to put 
themselves in the public eye. They can therefore expect that 
they will be the subject of public scrutiny which will some- 
times be hurtful and sometimes even false. This is the price 
one pays for free expression because it is also the guarantee 
that when there is genuine wrong-doing, it ean be exposed. In 
h Pe T fee ! th ' y have <«" libelled or slendered. 

M ve ‘t" ghI 10 brin - a a P rira “- dvil lawsuit. The 
moner should not be a criminal ease where the slate prosecu- 
tor can actually detain someone. Civil law is usuall/enough 
in democracies 10 maintain accountability bv the press The 
government should only act when viral irat on^^udty 

the radio and the Internet. There are a - 

about politicians, business™™ T l ac ™“ 
izens that are oft™.;. , ‘-elebnltes and private at- 

just dmvnri^hM^ , hannlu! - harmless and 

smejsh -a£ as--, * - p*** 

“ *** *» does no. fell down" ““ “" d d "' 

“«*« 311 

course this is imoossihi* . m l ? ns 01 P eo Ple in jail- Of 

to the U S Constitutinn ^ incc l be First .Amendment 

As a Jordanian. I have Sk !^. freedom of S P™*- 

weekly tabloids, is not much to L '^ 0lir P^- especiaHy the 

pare it to other countries But I b?t T”? ° L f when - vou coni_ 

with experience and time if LJd L ?■ V-* h wiH deVe,op 

good, the bad and the terrible ^ ° r * ' ' J0Uraa,isIS ~ lhe 

fession and to make ermre ■ u re free 10 Practise their pro- 
jail. make erro* W|lhouI fear of be|ng ^ in 
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Chicago, 
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A ‘ new Middle East based on peace 
and security should be built, says David Levy 


By Daphne Barak . 

Special io the Jordan Times 

DAVTD LEVY, Israel’s for- 
eign minister and one of its 
veteran politicians, believes 
that “only through peace 
can Israelis and Arabs build 
a wall against threatening 
dangers" and that peace 
alone can help the region 
prosper and modernise. 
Following is an interview 
conducted with him at his 
home in Beit Sha’an: 

Question: The peace 

process is not exactly fruit- 
ful at the moment... 

Answer: It must be 

understood that in a process 
of this type there are two 
basic sides: a. the new gov- 
ernment — ■ it is no secret — 
has to face the Oslo agree- 
ments. which in its opinion 
is in digression to the 
Madrid process. Madrid 
was done with our agree- 
ment The Oslo agreement 
was signed without the 
knowledge of the KnesseL 
Id any case, when this gov- 
ernment was elected, it took 
it upon itself, as a rule, that 
all commitments entered 
into by the previous gov- 
ernment — must be kept; 
and b. how do you deal 
with Hamas, which is a 
threat to us? How can we 
uphold our commitment 
when, after all (after the 
withdrawal), we will be 
unable to act inside the 
Palestinian National 
Authority’s domain and 
thwart terrorist activity? We 
also must consider that 
there could be a conflagra- 
tion between us and the 
authority. If all details are 
not securely locked — there 
will always remain a spark 
of dissent. 

This is actually the key to 
fully understanding the 
anomaly of this process: 
whenever there is are argu- 
ment between us and the 
PNA — the entire Arab 
World — all that we have 
achieved until now is on the 
line. It gives us the feeling 
of being hostages. If there 
is a problem, we turn into 
prisoners. 

Q: This surprises you? 

A: It does not surprise 
me. When the previous 
government spoke about a 
“new Middle East", this 
seemed to me like wishful 
thinking. I also join in this 
wishful thinking, believe 
me. only the process is so 
paradoxical. 

Q: You are the first Israeli 
minister in Netanyahu’s 
government who met with 
Yasser Arafat. What was 
your impression of him as a 
person? 

A: Look, when you go 
into a process that has 
already been set into 
motion, the only question 
that remains is about 
tomorrow. The pain is still 
there, the wounds are still 
open in many Israeli 
homes, but we must carve 
the way to the future. Dur- 
ing the' first moments of my 
meeting (with Arafat) the 
ambience was cool; during 
the conversation, which 
was very open, the atmos- 
phere (and the conversa- 



David Levy 


tion) improved. I must say 
that he made a great effort, 
had a very warm attitude; 
we touched on a lot of sub- 
jects. I am known as the 
type of person that puts 
things on the table. And he 
also did not try to evade 
problems. An effort was 
made to create trust. 

Q: And was trust created? 

A: A feeling was created, 
that it is possible to work 
together, yes. Remember, 
during the last eruptions of 
dissent, when he called on 
his people to go up to the 
Temple Mount? An explo- 
sive situation was created. 
On that Thursday night I 
called him. He was at meet- 
ings with his people, and I 
said: “Responsibility must 
be shown. I’m asking you 
to restrain those causing the 
problems; please, reveal to 
them what you said to me." 
And he told me then, very 
openly, about the distress 
he was going through. 1 
knew then how much he 
appreciated my calling him. 
And he did as promised: 
there was a demonstration, 
but it was somehow 
restrained. 

Q: Actually, it is said 
about you that you are the 
most moderate or maybe 
the most sane in the 
Netanyahu government. 

A: I do not know, I do not 
like those nicknames. 
When Menachem Begin 
came to me during the 
Camp David agreements — 
I was then deputy prime 
minister — I stood by his 
side, at a rime when Yizhak 
Shamir and others were 
against him. So what was 
said about me then? “Mod- 
erate." So 1 am proud of 
that. During the govern- 
ment of George Bush, I 
reached an understanding 
with James Baker, his sec- 
retary of state, and we 
achieved the Madrid con- 
ference. In other words, I 
do not know what those 
names given to me are for. 
If a man reaches a certain 
position, he must create the 
best possible standpoints in 
regard to that particular sit- 
uation. You must under- 
stand: in the Middle East, if 


you are not strong, you will 
never get anywhere. There- 
fore, when a chance for 
peace is available and I 
work on behalf of it. I am 
called “moderate". 

Q: By the way, except for 
the meaning your own 
party attaches to it. that is 
not an abusive term. It 
could even be the other way 
round. 

A: It is true that my life 
here is more difficult. I 
must fight against my own 
associates about the need to 
catch the opportunity when 
it arises; for who knows, 
tomorrow it may be gone ? 
And also l have to fight 
from within. In peace and 
in war, there is no neutrali- 
ty. There is no such thing. 

Q: Dennis Ross, the 
American mediator in the 
peace process, told me that 
lack of trust and faulty 
human relations are the 
actual problem at the 
moment The rest, accord- 
ing to him, can be consid- 
ered small problems. 

A: It is not a secret that 
neither the Palestinians nor 
the Arab World were happy 
with the elected govern- 
ment It is also a fact that 
even before the government 
managed to get organised, 
the Arab leaders had 
already met in Cairo. They 
had already given an ulti- 
matum. And all this while 
the new government had 
announced that they would 
honour the process. They 
did not want us. But even if 
the previous regime had 
continued, a worse situation 
might have occurred. 

Q: What do you mean? 

A: Because there are situ- 
ations that any government 
must face. Knowing our 
Arabs well — and I actual- 
ly grew up amongst them 
(bom in Morocco), I can 
tell you that they respect the 
truth. It should never be 
proven that you have 
tricked them or lied to 
them. I criticise the previ- 
ous government. I do not 
think it was necessary to 
reach the Oslo agreements 
through unofficial chan- 
nels, like a James Bond 
mission. So that is why I 


was elected: to find out the 
troth. See how different the 
agreement with Jordan is? 

Q: Well, things do not 
look too cheerful these 
days. 

A: Do not be impressed 
by a demonstration here or 
there or. in other words, 
you must face your partner 
with the troth. Do not say: 
“We will fix this later, we 
will overcome this later. An 
explosion in the peace 
process always depends on 
not telling the truth. 

Q: And talking about 
Dennis Ross, is he — as 
Yasser Arafat’s people 
claim — pro-lsrael? 

A: I will tell you. I have 
experience in negotiating. Ir 
is an inseparable pan of this 
business. How is it done? 1 
have a contact man. 1 must 
have his loyalty; I doubt 
him afterwards and then he 
must prove that he is on my 
side. If you look it up in 
history, you will find so 
much gossip around negoti- 
ations. 

Q: Dory Gold. Who is in 
charge of Israel’s foreign 
policy, he or you? 

A: No, no. In a democrat- 
ic state like Israel, the 
prime minister has the 
highest prerogative, which 
is good, while there is 
understanding, cooperation. 
Two months ago. that did 
not seem to be the case. I 
saw that it was impossible 
to continue that way. 1 
stopped immediately. I 
announced my wish to 
resign from the govern- 
ment, I am happy that it 
was corrected. We — the 
prime minister and myself 
(Dory Gold is his assessor, 
aide. I have no contact with 
him.) — keep each other 
updated. Things are going 
well. I hope it will continue 
to be so. 

Q: “Lebanon first” — are 
you pan of it. Or it is just aL 
gimmick? 

A: That slogan was taken 
out of context. It is true that 
Israel has no peace prob- 
lems with Lebanon. The 
problem is that there is no 
responsible party. Actually, 
the party is.Syria. Syria is at 
home there. Therefore, it is 
a very complicated situa- 
tion, very dangerous. And 
against this danger Israel 
acts in a vety limited way. 
But not against the Syrians 
themselves. I do not know 
many countries that would 
act that way. And I am talk- 
ing as a man of peace. On 
the other hand, we are not 
at liberty to act massively 
because if you strongly hit 
on small towns, on private 
citizens, you create a 
human tragedy. What is 
“Lebanon first?" We said: 
If Syria wants peace, and 
Lebanon’s sovereignty is 
trampled, we will come out, 
but you (the Syrians) must 
also come out. Give 
Lebanon back its sover- 
eignty. So the Syrians said 
“No." This is specially 
hurtful to me. 

Q: What? 

A: That the world did not 
accept “Lebanon first." 
What are the Syrians actu- 
ally saying? They are hold- 


ing the gun. The minute 
you tell them it is in the 
name of peace to unload the 
gun, they answer “Oh, no." 
That is die anomaly, it is a 
surrealistic situation. 

Q: Another Netanyahu 
slogan — “peace for securi- 
ty" — is not really clear to 
me. 

A: At the moment that 
peace is reached.... And if 
you are not strong, you 
never reach peace. 
Lebanon, did it achieve 
something by being weak? 
I am optimistic. Peace will 
exist, and nothing will 
change that. Let us take a 
look back: if Israel were 
weak, would we be in a 
position to attain peace? 
Clearly no one in the Arab 
World hid their intentions 
to destroy us, to extermi- 
nate us. 

Q: Henry Kissinger has 
lately suggested: “Why 

doesn't Israel give the 
Palestinians their own state 
and in exchange, they (the 
Palestinians) will revert to 
the 1967 borders?" 

A: 1 know many theses 
and solutions. Believe me, 
solutions to the conflicr 
cannot be found in any 
book or article. The prob- 
lem is when you have to 
live in the heart of the con- 
flict. For me. Israel, in the 
face of the dangers it has 
been through and also those 
that threaten it, must be sus- 
picious. We would like to 
attain a peace that is not 
only written on paper, not 
only between leaders. That 
is the heart of the problem 
for which I am tolling my 
bells. 1 have said to every 
Arab leader that I have met: 
You cannot talk to me in 
one language, and to the 
people in a different one. 
They absorb Jihad. 

In a certain way, do not 
say (like Arafat) I meant 
Jihad politically. And that is 
what Anwar Sadat did: 
spoke peace. By the way, 
Hosni Mubarak, although 
his nuances have changed 
lately, spoke peace. Peace 
must penetrate the con- 
sciousness. There is a word 
in Arabic, "suluh” that 
means to make-up. to rec- 
oncile.... 

Q: With which Arab 
leader do you have a special 
chemistry? 

A: With Mubarak. And 1 
regret that because of prob- 
lems with the Palestinians 
the tone has changed some- 
what. We had (Mubarak 
and myself) open and hon- 
est conversations. We were 
left together (for) long con- 
versations. He demonstrat- 
ed a sharp, responsible, all- 
inclusive insight but lately 
I am sorry that he is being 
placed into something that 
will surely pass. It will def- 
initely pass, but there are 
certain things that Egypt's 
president has said. He and I, 
we spoke about everything. 

In addition to him. King 
Hussein and his brother 
Prince Hassan. 

Whom do I admire? Well, 
you must understand that I 
am in need of all of them. 

Q: What about the Gulf 
countries? 


A: I have met with the 
foreign ministers of Qatar 
and Oman, we had some 
good talks. Even though 
they were under pressure, 
they met with me publicly. 
It was even broadcast in 
some of their countries 
(Saudi Arabia. Kuwait, 
Bahrain). One of our for- 
eign office representatives 
has visited Oman lately. 
But whenever there is a 
hitch in the negotiations 
(with the Palestinians) it 
stops. It is a problem. 

Q: What is the problem? 

A: It cannot be said. What 
about Iraq? Iran? Do you 
remember those worldwide 
discussions? Should they 
acr against Saddam Hussein 
or not? 

So I asked myself: Do 
they understand that we 
stand against all this on our 
own? 

Q: There are some pub- 
lished rumours about 
“breakdowns" in the 
Netanyahu government. 
Functional problems? 

A: Look. I will tell you: 
there was never any other 
attitude towards any new 
government. Look up 
newspaper articles referring 
at the beginning to Clinton. 
No. 1 will not say that 
everything is perfect... the 
atmosphere, the suspicion 
about the government, the 
new ministers. But even 
though there is a warm 
place in my heart for the 
late Menachem Begin, he is 
the one that came up with 
the term “breakdown in 
government." On the con- 
trary, we are talking about a 
prime minister (Netanyahu) 
who did not go through the 
different stages that others 
went through, who did not 
grow within previous gov- 
ernments, who did not take 
care of matters, did not go 
through all the stages of a 
more mature -man. This is a 
young prime minister, com- 
pared to his predecessors, 
with an American style, so 
there must be an acclimati- 
sation period, also for the 
new ministers. And also 
state problems.... There- 
fore. an atmosphere was 
created of: “It's never been 
this way before." All these 
pressures placed on him 
cause him to express con- 
tradictions: “Maybe this or 
.maybe that." 

Q: And do vou tell him all 
this? 

A: Yes. I tell him. You 
know, if we succeed in 
attaining peace, all this will 
be... 

Q: Have you, yourself, 
given up on your own 
ambition to be prime minis- 
ter? 

A: Yes, yes. I do not know 
if for every possible script, 
but I have foughL I have 
struggled. Look, for years I 
did not have it easy. When 1 
reached the top, a coalition 
was created to block me. 
They thought then that any- 
thing goes. It makes no dif- 
ference if you prove your- 
self, what counts is if you 
are one against the other. I 
am against quarrels, and 
then I became a realist. 

Q: Realist, in other 


words, giving up on the 
race for Israel’s prime min- 
ister? 

A: Yes. Look, I act for the 
peace process. In addition, I 
work to improve society. 
Just lately, J almost 
resigned because of what is 
happening in society. 

Q: What about Ariel 
Sharon? 

A: Yes? 

Q: You almost resigned 
from the government 
because of the delays in 
naming him as a member of 
the cabinet. 


“There is a cer- 
tain sanctity in a 
human being . A 
Jew that kills an 
innocent Arab 
will end up killing 
Jews also, and 
vice versa. How to 
cope? It is forbid- 
den to create illu- 
sions. If you 
believe in a cer- 
tain policy, you 
must stand by it. 
You must not be 
seen as one who 
promises and does 
not keep that 
promise .” 


A: I had already left the 
Likud before the elections, 
but when we went to the 
elections, we did so togeth- 
er. We did it in order to 
recruit as many votes as 
possible for Bibi 
(Netanyahu). 

, In -view .erf the. .very smalL . 
percentage by which the 
elections were won, each 
one of us had a very large 
role in winning them. I will 
not take part in saying that 
someone did his part and let 
us put him aside. It is true 
that we quarrelled (with 
Sharon), had arguments, 
but then I asked Bibi ‘Tell 
me. don’t you want him?” 
and Bibi answered: “No, 
no, I do want him." The 
matter just dragged on and 
on. You cannot accept that a 
central member be put aside 
and forced to talk to aides 
and more aides. 1 have 
never abandoned my 
friends. 

Q: What are the relations 
between you and Sharon 
today? 

A: Nothing special. On 
the one hand, socially it is 
OK, on the other, as you 
know, (there ore) arguments 
about the political process. 

Q: When you were a 
small boy, what did you 
dream of being? 

A: Oh, no boy has only 
one dream. A boy usually 
wants to be like Iris father, 
and 1 am glad J absorbed 
from him some values: 
respect for your fellow 
man, patience to listen to 
the other side, helping the 


needy, and not just in 
words. And, I wanted to go 
to Israel — and I got here. 
The road was very difficult, 
we crossed the borders ille- 
gally. I was 16 years old. 
We found our way to the 
Gibraltar, from there to an 
immigrant camp, and then 
on to Beit Sha’an, a very 
small town where l live to 
this day even though it is an 
effort to travel daily to 
Jerusalem. But to return to 
my roots, the simple peo- 
ple, the folk, is my consola- 
tion. 

Q: What is your dream? 

A: My dream? When 1 
first came to the country 
and found the terrible state 
of some people who were 
living below their class, 1 
offered myself to the move- 
ment. And 1 had a dream: to 
reach the Knesset — and I 
got there. And then I dreamt 
of going into the govern- 
ment — and I got there. I 
then wanted to be prime 
minister — and I did not get 
there. 

Q: Mr. Levy, how exactly 
do we fight fanaticism? 

A: Look, I am a believer. 
I grew up in a religious 
home. All my children wear 
skull-caps, they are para- 
troopers in the ’military and 
they are not Arab haters. 
For us, the relation to a 
human being is at face 
value. If we see on TV a sit- 
uation where an Arab moth- 
er or child are pushed, my 
daughter cries. There is a 
certain sanctity in a human 
being. A Jew that kills an 
innocent Arab will end up 
killing Jews also, and vice 
versaT How to cope? It is 
forbidden to create illu- 
sions. If you believe in a 
certain policy, you must 
stand by it. You must not be 
seen as one who promises 
and does not keep that 
promise. That could slowly 
bring to realisation.. . 

Q: At Netanyahu's elec- 
tion meetings, were fanatics 
not inflamed? 

A: 1 cannot say that 
everything done was to my 
taste. I complained more 
than once to the late 
Yitzlwk Rabin that his pro- 
nunciations regarding the 
settlers would produce hate 
towards him and towards 
the process. And we are 
talking about a man who 
served Israel, a patriot. 

I was the first in the polit- 
ical arena to say (after 
Rabin's assassination): 
That bullet was meant for 
the entire nation. Fanati- 
cism is destruction. 

Q: You have here a rare 
opportunity ro speak direct- 
ly to the Arabs, even those 
with whom you have no 
contacts. What do you wish 
to say to them? 

A: I expect you to believe 
me when I say that only 
through peace can you and 
us build a wall against the 
threatening dangers at 
home. You must be the 
defender and the mouth- 
piece of peace, which must 
act as a lighthouse to those 
who look forward and not 
those who go back to the 
darkness of the Middle 
Ages and fanaticism. 


Justice holds death in the wings 


By Robert Fisk 

THE LAST time we saw 
Moeen Osseiran, he was 
lying — pale but smiling 
— on his bed in the Amer- 
ican University Hospital, 
exhausted after another 
blood transfusion for his 
leukaemia. He knew he 
was dying but insisted on 
living life, asking about 
events in southern 
Lebanon, Bosnia, Algeria, 
and — far more important 
to him — turning up at the 
high court to fulfil his role 
as a judge of the Lebanese 
Third Appeal Chamber. 

We gave him some 
copies of L'Express, Le 
Point Paris Match — his 
French was better than his 
English — and left him to 
what was his fifth and 
penultimate hospital visit 
before his final court 


appearance and his death. 

A small, rather gruff 
man with old-fashioned 
manners. Moeen lived for 
the courts. In a land where 
— in the words of one 
local academic — offi- 
cials have in the past 
proved themselves “pro- 
fessors of corruption," he 
was incorruptible. At the 
height of the 1975-1990 
civil war, he could be 
found walking across the 
front line, under shell fire, 
from his home in west 
Beirut to the court cham- 
bers in the east. He 
refused a government- 
offered Mercedes, prefer- 
ring his old Peugeot For 
years, he declined a body- 
guard, only accepting one 
in the last weeks of his 
life — provided the sol- 
dier never carried a gun. 
He even refused the small 


red badge on his registra- 
tion plate that would have 
allowed him to overtake 
traffic jams and parking 
restrictions. “In the courts 
I am a judge, but in the 
street I am an ordinary 
man." he used to tell us. 
Defendants and govern- 
ments alike found Moeen 
Osserian a prickly charac- 
ter. When the cabinet 
expected a guilty verdict 
in the case of Yahyia 
Chammas. an MP accused 
on drug-related charges. 
Moeen Osseiran ordered a 
retrial. When the Ameri- 
cans expected a convic- 
tion of two men accused 
of kidnapping the U.S. 
Ambassador Meloy in 
1976 — found murdered 
three days later — he 
freed both of them on the 
grounds that they were 
covered by a post-civil 


war amnesty, that they 
had not murdered the 
ambassador and that the 
real killer had died in a 
subsequent bomb explo- 
sion in Paris. 

Moeen was a canny man 
who knew his politics. 
When the anti-Syrian 
Falangist militia leader 
Samir Geagea was put on 
trial for his life, charged 
with the brutal killing of 
his Christian rival Dany 
Chamoun. Moeen 

declined the court head- 
ship because his workload 
was “too heavy,” Friends 
say he believed that how- 
ever guilty Geagea 
proved to be, the case was 
political. But when we 
turned up for press passes 
to the Geagea trial and 
found ourselves stymied 
by unhelpful court 
bureaucrats, Moeen scrib- 


bled a tiny note and the 
same functionaries, awed 
by his signature, gave us 
permission in Jess than 30 
seconds. 

In his last days, he was 
confronted by lawyers 
acting for a financial 
institution accused of 
fraud who knew that he 
was dying of leukaemia. 
Indeed, in one of his last 
appearances, Moeen 
could be seen, sitting in 
his red, white and black 
judge's robes, wiping 
away a nosebleed as his 
brain haemorrhaged. 

But, as the lawyers tried 
to spin out their case, the 
judge increased the speed 
of tit e hearings. And a few 
days before he died, 
Moeen was able to 
declare the bank guilty. 
Maybe his father Mounir, 
a Shiite Muslim prelate. 


had something to do with 
it. “I know I am going to 
die and my conscience is 
clear," the 62-year-old 
judge told his family in 
the two years after his 
leukaemia was discov- 
ered. 

He refused to die in hos- 
pital — he had a phobia of 
being slotted into a refrig- 
erated mortuary — so he 
finally died in a coma in 
4 his own bed in his faded, 
noisy, almost street-level 
apartment off Comiche 
Mazraa, a judge to the 
vety end. His military 
bodyguard, still unarmed, 
came to pay its respects. 
President Elias Hrawi 
bestowed upon Moeen a 
posthumous Commander 
of the Older of the Cedar, 
a kind of Lebanese OBE. 

The Osseirans, it should 
be added, are as tough as 


they are principled. In 
Islamic tradition, the men 
accompany the dead to 
the cemetery while the 
women wail their ritual 
farewells from the bal- 
cony. But Moeen’s eldest 
sister Amira — a black- 
cloaked lady in her eight- 
ies — hopped down the 
stairs after his coffin on 
the day of Moeen’s final 
journey, jumped nimbly 
into the passenger seat of 
the hearse and refused to 
budge. “Let anyone dare 
stop me from accompany- 
ing my brother to his bur- 
ial place," she shouted at 
the astonished mourners. 

When the cortege 
arrived at the Zaatari 
mosque in Sidon — not 
far from Moeen’s beloved 
orchards at the village of 
Sarafand — Amira and 
her younger sister Zeinab 


agreed to follow the Mus- 
lim custom of allowing 
only the men into the 
mosque for the final 
prayers over the body. But 
at the family plot on a tiny 
peninsula above the 
Mediterranean, Amira 
and Zeinab refused to be 
kept from the grave. 
Sheikh Abdul-Amir 
Kabalan insisted that they 
should return to their car 
but Amira muttered: 
“Sheikh or no Sheikh, I'm 
going to be here." 

And so she was, as one 
good man was laid to his 
eternal rest beside the 
shell-splintered grave- 
stone of his cleric father. 

The Independent 
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Arabs top world’s food importers despite vast land 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — 
.Arab states account for 
more than half the world’s 
net imports of farm prod- 
ucts although they have 
enough arable land and less 
than five per cent of the 
global population, official 
figures have showed. 

The 22-member Arab 
League imported an aver- 
age SIS billion worth of 
farm products annually 
over the past five years. 60 
per cent of the world's net 
imports of S3Q billion, the 
Arab Monetary Fund 
(AMF) said. 

In contrast, their farm 
exports remained as low as 
S5.5 billion per year, a 


fraction of the worldwide 
food exports of $525 bil- 
lion. 

The large gap between 
their farm imports and 
exports has cost Arab 
countries more than $ 1 SO 
billion over the past 15 
years. 

Between 1990 and 1995. 
the cumulative Arab food 
deficit reached a staggering 
$50 billion, the Abu Dhabi- 
based fund said in a study, 
quoting the official Arab 
Corporation for Agricultur- 
al Development. 

The gap covered all farm 
products, with cereals 
accounting for nearly half 
despite efforts to increase 


the area of such crops. 

The report showed Saudi 
Arabia and its partners in 
the six-nation Gulf Coop- 
eration Council iGCC) 
remained the biggest food 
importers in the Arab 
World, accounting for 
nearly a half of the total 
farm purchases. 

Experts said the GCC. 
which-also groups Kuwait. 
Bahrain, Oman. Qatar and 
the United Arab Emirates 
(UAE). remained heavily 
reliant on imported agricul- 
tural products because of 
their arid desert land. 

But the six members, 
which control nearly 45 per 
cent of the world's proven 


oil reserves, have pumped 
billions of dollars into agri- 
cultural projects and subsi- 
dies to encourage fanners. 

Although they have 
reported a sharp expansion 
in their cultivated areas, 
production still far lags 
behind population growth. 

The GCC nations have 
also been reluctant to 
invest in the farming sector 
in such fertile countries as 
Sudan. Iraq and Lebanon 
because of wars. 

Lack of investment has 
remained one of the main 
reasons for the poor perfor- 
mance of the agricultural 
sector in the Arab World. 

“The farming sector still 


lacks interest by Arab 
investors as they prefer 
trade, services, industry 
and other economic activi- 
ties” the AMF said. 

It gave no figures for 
such investments but in 
previous years they did not 
exceed $2 billion com- 
pared with the overall capi- 
tal of more than $100 bil- 
lion invested annually by 
the Arab public and private 
sectors. 

The lack of funds has 
combined with inadequate 
government farm policies, 
the absence of incentives 
for farmers and water 
shortages to keep the culti- 
vated land as low as one 


third of the total arable 
land of 19S million 
hectares (dose to 500 mil- 
lion acres). 

"Apart from the shortages 
in water resources, the 
Arab water sector is suffer- 
ing from the poor perfor- 
mance of the institutions 
which manage water 
resources as well as lack of 
modern irrigation tech- 
niques.” the report said. 

Experts warned the Arab 
food gap could deteriorate 
in the coming years unless 
governments spur higher 
growth in the farming sec- 
tor by expanding cultivated 
areas and increasing food 
exports. 


They noted the agricul- 
tural sector. which 
accounted for 13 per cent 
of the Arab gross domestic 
product of $528.7 billion in 
1995. was growing by less 
than two per cent while the 
Arab population was rising 
by four per cent. 

"Arab states have enough 
land to feed not only their 
people but other countries 
as well. Without efforts to 
utilise their land, their food 
gap will continue to 
widen," a Gulf-based farm 
expert warned." This 
means they will depend 
more on imported food, 
which has serious implica- 
tions on their security.” 


Annan warns poverty means instability 


DAVOS. Switzerland (R ) 
— Only greater and fairer 
economic development can 
secure international peace. 
United Nations Secretary- 
General Kofi Annan said 
Saturday. 

Speaking at the World 
Economic Forum in Davos, 
he said the search for 
greater stability needed a 
broader definition of what 
international security 
meant. 

“Lasting peace involves 
more than the intervention 
of blue helmets (U.N. 
troops). We cannot be 
secure amidst starvation" 
the former Ghanaian diplo- 
mat told the annual gather- 
ing. attended by political 
and business leaders from 
around the world. 

“If the private sector does 
not deliver economic 
growth and economic 
opportunity — equitably 
and sustainably — around 


the world, then peace will 
remain fragile and social 
justice a distant dream he 
said. 

Mr. Annan, who took 
over from Boutros Ghali in 
December, said that, while 
governmental aid by the 
rich to the poor nations 
remained vital, it was the 
private sector that had the 
biggesL pan to play. 

The great ideological bat- 
tles of the past had been 
resolved and market capi- 
talism had won the day. But 
the challenge for the corpo- 
rate sector was to show that 
it had been a worthy victor. 

“Market capitalism has 
no major ideological rival. 
Its biggest threat is from 
within itself. If it cannot 
promote both prosperity 
and justice, it will not have 
succeeded,” Mr. Annan 
said. 

Calling for a new partner- 
ship between government. 


international agencies and 
business, Mr. Annan said 
that the corporate sector 
must see that profit and 
development of the world’s 
poorest nations could go 
hand-in-hand. 

"Strengthening the part- 
nership between the Ignited 
Nations and the private sec- 
tor will be one of the prior- 
ities of my term.” he said. 

Mr. Annan, who was due 
to hold an exhausting 
round of meetings with 
government officials, 
including Israeli Prime 
Minister Benyamin 

Netanyahu and Palestinian 
President Yasser Arafat, 
during the conference at 
this Swiss mountain resort, 
said that much had already 
been done by the private 
sector. 

Private capita] flows to 
developing countries had 
risen 35 times over the past 
quarter of a century to $ 1 76 


billion. while official 
development assistance 
had been decreasing. 

But too much of the 
money was still being 
directed at only a handful 
of countries. 

Some 100 countries were 
worse off than they were 15 
years ago and the increas- 
ing disparities both 
between rich and poor 
nations and between the 
haves and have-nots within 
countries remained a seri- 
ous threat to stability. 

The dramatic increase in 
world trade and the emer- 
gence of powerful new 
trading blocs has also 
served to add to the mar- 
ginalisation of the world’s 
poorest nations. 

“The goal for the 2 1st 
century has to be the cre- 
ation of trorre global econ- 
omy, genuinely open to all 
of the world's peoples," 
Mr. Annan said. 
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World Bank official estimates 
Gulf war cost at $200 billion 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — Arab 
Gulf states lost nearly $200 bil- 
lion because of huge payments 
for the Gulf War, which result- 
ed in massive damage in 
Kuwait a World Bank expert 
has said in press comments. 
■The Gulf War has cost Arab 
Gulf slates nearly S200 billion 
but they have managed to ratio- 
nal ise expenditure, cut budget 
deficits and repay most of their 
debts." said Bashir Zuhairi. 
banking and monetary expen 
at the bank. 


Mr. Zuhairi. interviewed by 
the United Arab Emirates 
(UAE) daily A1 Irtihad, gave no 
details, but Kuwait and Saudi 
Arabia alone paid more than 
$65 billion to finance a U.S.- 
led multinational force that 
drove Iraqi invasion forces out 
of Kuwait in February 1991. 

The invasion also resulted in 
the destruction of Kuwait's 
main facilities and the damage 
of its oil sector, which was 
rehabilitated after liberation. 

Kuwait, one of the wealthiest 


countries, was forced to slash 
its overseas assets of around 
SI 00 billion to $40 billion to 
finance the allied offensive and 
reconstruction after the seven- 
month Iraqi occupation. 

Earlier figures by the Abu 
Dhabi-based Arab Monetary 
Fund estimated total damage 
from the Gulf war at more than 
$600 billion. It included Iraq, 
whose civilian and military 
sectors sustained heavy dam- 
age in the conflict. 

Mr. Zuhairi said the Gulf 


THE Daily Crossword 


ACROSS 
1 Te Kanawa solo 
5 Piece of a 
corolla 

10 Truck driver, at 
times 

14 Coin 

15 Source of hemp 

16 A Guthrie 

17 The — Tales” 
(Chaucer) 

19 Catch 

20 Computer 
messages 

21 Holdback 

22 June 6, 1944 

23 Liverpool fuel 
25 Title in colonial 

India 

27 Baobab, e.g. 

28 Mimic 

31 Mineral lump 
34 Croissant 

36 European 
dormouse 

37 Liquid meas. 

40 — vs. Madison 

42 — hoo 

43 City on the 
Missouri 

45 Dorothy's dog 

46 Greasy spoons 

48 Moist 

49 Face 

53 At — and . 
sevens 

55 Kind of engine 
57 Tennis shots 
59 Reverberate 

62 Andrea — 

63 in — (bored by 
routine) 

64 Trudeau’s comic 
strip 

66 Only 

67 Missed the mark 

68 Gen. Robert — 

69 “Hopalong 
Cassidy" 

70 Thickheaded 

71 Colored 

DOWN 

1 Take in 

2 Hole enlarger 

3 Hereditary 

4 Get-up 


1 

2 

3 

4 

14 




17 




20 




23 




27 





15 


24 


25 


126 


128 29 


34 


37 

38 

39-p 

43 



44 

46 





53 


57 

58 



63 




66 




69 





45 


131 


136 


159 


64 


67 


70 


48 


60 61 
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ii 

12 

13 

16 




19 




22 









32 

33 









56 


62 


165 


68 


71 


50 151 152 


by Randall J. Hartman 


5 Golf word 

6 Dwindles 

7 Drawn tight 

8 Estate 

9 Nonprofessional 

10 Novel by 
Voltaire 

11 Author of The 
Martian 
Chronicles" 

12 Director Kazan 
13 — poly 

18 Rock group 
24 Zhivago's love 
26 Sacred 

29 Sweet wine 

30 Jostle 

32 Elton's john 

33 DDE’s command 
35 Mandolin's kin 

37 "In — we trust" 

38 Friend: Fr. 

39 Actress Angela 

40 Harpo 

41 Unh/. mil. gp. 

44 Stole 

47 Ranked 
49 Checked into 
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50 Recalcitrant 

51 Evening affair 

52 Remained 

54 Touchdown, e.g. 

56 Paid notices 

57 Mary's pet 


5B Cookie 

60 Orchestra 
member 

61 Change for a fin 
65 Netherlands 

commune 


Cooperation Council (GCC) 
states, which sit atop 45 per 
cent of the world's oil, needed 
to spend $100 billion in five 
years on-the development of 
their oilfields and the gas and 
refining industries. 

New shipping companies are 
also needed for the expanding 
petrochemical sector in the 
GCC. which groups Saudi 
Arabia, the world’s top crude 
producer and exporter, with 
Kuwaiti Oman, Qatar. Bahrain 
and the UAE. 

Mr. Zuhairi estimated that 
the GCC and the other mem- 
bers of the 22-states of the 
Arab League had nearly $800 
billion in investments abroad. 
They are concentrated in 
stocks and bonds, bank 
deposits and real estate. 
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US Dollar 


1.6345 

0.6252 

1.4235 

121.32 

1.3468 

1608.83 

1.8358 

5.5325 

DEMark . 

0.6118 

. 

0.3822 

0.8709 

74.21 

0.8237 

983.99 

1.3231 

3J842. 

GB Stcriling 

1.5994 

2.6230 

. 

2.2801 

194.65 

2.1541 

2573.16 

2.9362 

8.8487 

CH Franc 

0.7025 

114.74 

0.4387 


85.19 

0.9455 

1129.40 

129.28 

3.8836 

■ JP Yen 

0.0082 

1.3467 

0.5149 

1.1729 

- 

1.1097 

13.26 

151.26 

4.5584 

CA Dnilar 

0.7425 

1.2189 

0.4585 

1.0606 

1.11 

- 

119*65 

1-3690 

4.1-130 

IT Lira 

0.0006 

1.0153 

0.3882 

0.0884 

1328.02 

0.8366 

- 

11-40 

3.4367 

NL Guilder 

0.5447 

89.00 

0.3403 

77.54 

66.04 

0.7334 

876.03 


3.0125 

FR Franc 

0.1808 

0.2954 

0.1130 

25.7275 

21.91 

0.2434 

33.18 

33.1300 

1 

Ufejiipaa 

Brent 

Energy 




Mid-Easi Currencies 


23.60 

24.30 


SA Rival 

0.2666 

0.4360 

0.16671 

0.37982 

32.3614 

W. Texas 

24.10 

24.75 


AE Dirham 

0.2724 

0.44543 

0.17034 

0.38509 

33.0666 

Bonv 

23.60 

24.30 


KVV Dinar 

3.3102 

5.41126 

2.06954 

4.71476 

401.768 

Dubai 

20.94 

20.75 


BH Dinar 

0.3770 

4.33651 

1.65837 

3.77929 

321J58 

UL Gas 

214.00 

214.00 


CY Pound 

2.027 

3.3131 

1.2665 

2.8854 

245.916 


Moral Prices 


Currency Deposit Rates (Bid) 
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mm 

mm 
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89 

Gold (nz’») 

344.6 

345.1 




ffiB 



BS9I 

Silver (tn’s) 

4.93 

4.95 


USD 

5.46 

5.37 

5.50 

5.G2 

5.75 

Platinum (itf'sj 

348.75 

349.75 


GBP 

6.12 

6.19 

6.56 

6.50 . 

6.50 

AL (3 Months) 

1627 

1629 


JPY 

0.53 

0.53 

0.46 

0.59 

0.59 

CU p Months) 

2187 

2192 


DEM 

3.00 

3.00 

2.88 

Z.&4 

3.00. 

Zinc P Months) 

1172 

1-174 


FRF 

3.09 

3.24 

3.26 

3.24 

3.28 

Lead p Months) 

672 

673 


CHF 

1.37 

1.50 

1.56 

1.68 


. Ni p Months) 

7600 

7640 


1TL 

7.42 

7.26 

6.93 

6.80 

6.68 


Main Equity Indicics 






wmm 



NcwYork 

DOW JONES 

6813.09 

-10.77 

-0.16 

6873.89 

6808.08 

6823.86 

■ Ncwyork 

SAP 500 

786.16 

1.99 

0.25 

791.86 

784.17 

784.17 

London 

FT-SE 100 

4275.8 

47.4 

1.12 

4275.8 

4242.9 

4228.4 

Tokvu 

NIKKfE2^ 

18330.01 

465.97 

2.61 

18610.2 

17M8.9 

17864 

Paris 

CAC 40 

2516.56 

13.5 

0.54 

2521.88 

2488.2 

2503.06 

Frankfurt 

DAX 

3035.15 

17.83 

0.59 - 

3036.46 

3019.67 

3017.32 




CorTec (c/lbs) 

144.08 

Spot 

Cocoa ($/ionj 

1329 

Spui ■ 

Sugar (S/ton) 

303.9 

■Spol 

Wheat (5/ton) 

129 

Sjhil 

Soya (c/1 lx) 

22^6 

Np.4 

Tea (sffi/kg) 

89.1 

Spot 

Bariev (S/bsh) 

2.21 

Spill 

Rice (S/ton) 

470 

Spul 


* JOD Cruss Rales 


US Dollar 
GB Sicrilfng 
DE Mark 
CH Franc 
FR Franc 
JP Yen 
NL Guilder 
IT Lira 


0.708 

0.710 

1.1313 

'1.137 

0.4326 

0.4348 

0.4672 

0.4997 

0.1279 

0.1 285 

0.582B. 

0.5857 

0.3852 

0.3871 

0.4394 

0.4416 


Source: Central Bank of Jordan. 


Peanuts 


weren't we supposed to 

REAP A BOOK OR SOMETHIN© 
DURING CHR15TMA5 VACATION?^ 

^A BOOK?^ “HAN5 N 
"HAN5 /BR1NKER"? 
BRINKER' ( WHAT'SIT 

Ii3t 

< -^r --^\AdOUT jy 


it's about 

THIS KID WHO 
SKATES.. 


ICE OR 
R0LLER8LADE7 






HOROSCOPE 
FORECAST 
FOR SUNDAY, 

FEBRUARY 2, 1997 

By Thomas S . Pierson. 

Astrologer, Carroll 

Righter Foundation 

ARIES: (March. 21 to 
April 19) You’ll have 
some really excellent 
ideas today for improving 
your lot in life, so make 
the best effort to pursue 
your dream. Dress ideally 
for enjoying new interests 
later this evening, and 
impress some influential 
people. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to 
May 20) Before taking off 
today to see old close 
friends and making new 
ones, first try to improve 
the conditions at home. 
When you return. let your 
loved ones knoiv that 
home is where your heart 
is and you wish to stay 
there. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to 
June 21) Handle personal 
correspondence today and 
be careful about how you 
phrase things and thereby 
avoid any difficulties. 
Work on improving the 
home situation and invit- 
ing some friends in could 
help you to be successful. 
MOON CHILDREN: 
(June 22 to July 2 1 ) Try to 
get most of your career 
activities out of the way 
early today, as you have an 
inspiration which will take 
up some time in the days 
ahead. Be kind to your 
mate later this evening and 
do something special for 
him or her. 

LEO: ( July 22 to August 
21) Try to help a clever 
fellow associate today 
who has bitten off more 
than he or she can chew. 
The two of you later this 
evening, working together, 
can make great fellow 
associates and achieve a 
great deal of success. 
VIRGO: ( August 22 to 
September 22) Find a way 
today to make your activi- 
ties more .... productive 
which wifl. 'display ' y.cjut 
talents to thqse who 1 are in 
a' position fo help you. 
Enjoy a relaxing hobby 
later this evening and 
thereby become prepared 
for another week. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to 
October 22) Get into the 
details of a new project 
this afternoon which you 
hadn’t noticed before. 
Ignoring these could lead 
to a difficult situation. 
Your mate will do some- 
thing to please you. so 
respond to his or her ges- 
ture. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 
to November 21) Labour 
on improving your credit 
today, which is not as well 
as you may have thought 
Delay handling a personal 
difficulty later in the day 
and thereby make your 
career activities success- 
ful. Drive very cautiously. 
SAGITTARIUS: (Nove- 
mber 22 to December 21 ) 
Get some advice today 
from a close friend who 
has had very diverse expe- 
riences. This person can 
help you greatly in your 
career activities. A new 
and profitable opportunity 
will arise which will 
become quite successful. 
CAPRICORN: (Decem- 
ber 22 to January 20) Try 
to build more accord with 
your loved one this mora- 
iug. Some interesting peo- 
ple you encounter today 
can be of great help to 
your career activities. Do 
some reading laier this 
evening and develop a 
good course of action, 
AQUARIUS: (January 21 
to February 19) A fellow 
associate will be unusually 
willing to go along with 
your ideas today, however 
don’t be suspicious with' 
his or her intentions^ Show 
your appreciation for this 
support and you can gel 
along better. 

PISCES: (February 20 to 
March 20) Take any health 
treatments today you mav 
need. Don’t let any physi- 
cal difficulties pass by 
without attention, as 
tney’ll only reappear. You 
can have quite a good time 
ater this evening with 
your loved ones. 

Births tone of February: 
Amethyst — Onyx. 
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Business & Finance 

Worldwide spending on personal 
computers slowed in 1996 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
The worldwide personal 
computer maritet slowed 
significantly in 1996 with 
the sharpest drop registered 
in the fourth quarter 
because of falling sales in 
Germany and problems at 
Apple Computers, two 
think tanks have said here. 

A report by International 
Data Corp. (IDC) said 
deliveries of personal com- 
puters grew by only l ] per 
cent, or 20.4 million units, 
in the last three months of 
1996 compared to the last 
quarter of 1995. 

The growth in the global 
market over the year 


slowed to 16 per cent, or 
68.4 million units, from 25 
per cent in 1995. IDC said. 

Between 1991 and 1995. 
the marker soared by 21 per 
cent annually. 

Excluding Apple sales, 
however, market growth in 
1996 was 20 per cent. 

Apple deliveries fell by 
22 per cent to 3-6 million 
units. IDC said. The Apple 
Computer model Macin- 
tosh lost one-third of its 
market share in the last 
quarter, falling to 4.5 per 
cent from 7.1 per cent in 
1995. 

A competing research 
institute. Dataquest, said 


>* 
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International firms studying possibility 
of rescuing Hammamat Main 


** SEVEN INTERNATIONAL firms are currently 
studying the possibility of investing at Hammamat 
Ma'in spa the touristic project owned by the Jordan 
Tourism and Spa Complex, Mohammad Batayneh, 
. or gem '' 'He Jordan Investment Corporation 
>as said. . a companies represent Arab and 

i investors \ idying the terms and techni- 

. I legal frame\ their investments. 

Hi C has previoijj.y a*, junced its intention to give 
=wa} ■ project, which has been facing difficulties for 
tnepb . ew years, to the private sector to run it in accor- 
dance with specific terms and on bases laid down in 
cooperation with experts from the World Bank. 

Mr. Batayneh expects more contacts in the near future 
from about 50 international firms which have expressed 
interest in this important project. He said despite gener- 
ating operational profit that has reached JD500.000 last 
year, the company’s final result were not viable as the 
depreciation costs during 1996 stood at JD800.000. On 
top of this, the company suffers from accumulated loss- 
es of previous years, Mr. Batayneh indicated. 

Ihe JIC chief said: “It has not been possible to restruc- 
ture Hammamat Ma’in in the ways we wanted and con- 
sidered to be convincing and. as such, we resorted to 
Offer the project for the investment and management of 
companies ' specialised 1 'in the tourism” sector."' Mr. 
Batayneh indicated that the JIC intends to lease the 
whole of Hammamat Ma’in to any party that would 
meet the requirements and within a concession agree- 
ment to engage an international management and oper- 
ate the complex against annual fees. He added that the 
winning party would have to bear the responsibility of 
developing and renovating the project. 

According to Mr. Batayneh. the complex would 
require about JD3 million in renovation costs. Such a 
sum cannot be taken by the company in its current situ- 
ation, he added noting that no real maintenance or mod- 
ernisation has been done to the project for the past nine 
year. 

Mr. Batayneh believes that engaging an international 
investor and management is the best and most viable to 
solve the trouble of the Jordan Tourism and Spa Com- 
plex (A1 Dustour). 


THE BETTER HALF, 


By Glasbergen 



“My doctor says I should spend 
more time outdoors. I’ll need 
to buy a laptop.” 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
| (j, by Henri Arnold and Mike ArgWon 


Unscramble these four Jumbfes. 
one tetter to each square, to tarm 
tour ordinary words. 


.. 74... 75... 



YQRPTS . 

cm 


u 


HARTOU 



□ 

□ 


POIN6 100 SIT- 
UPS A PAY CAN 
BECOME THIS, 
i 

Now arrange the circled lanere to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Answer, 


(Answers Monday) 
Jumbles: BOUGH TWILL ELEVEN SICKEN 

Answer When he was late lor dinner she was — 

STEWING 


the global personal comput- 
er market grew by 17.8 per 
cent, or 70.9 million units. 
Daraquest also listed 
fourth-quarter growth at 
16 J per cent, slightly high- 
er than IDC’s. 

Dataquest attributes the 
slowdown in 1 996 to a drop 
in mass-market capabilities. 
“In the United States espe- 
cially, it seems that the 
industry hasn’t been able to 
attract many new customers 
among lower-income con- 
sumers," Dataquest analyst 
Scott Miller said. 

IDC said fourth-quarter 
personal computer deliver- 
ies in the United States rose 

15 per cent, far from its 
estimate of 20 per cent. In 
1995, the global market 
expanded by 19 per cent. 

Dataquest put- U.S. mar- 
ket growth at 12.8 per cent. 

IDC analyst Eric Lewis 
attributed the lackluster 
performance in fourth- 
quarter world sales to fewer 
deliveries in Germany, the 
third-largest personal com- 
puter market in the world. 

Mr. Lewis said the two 
soft markets in 1 997 will be 
Germany and Japan 

because of their economic 
recessions. IDC predicted 

16 to 17 per cent growth 

because of demand in the 
.Asia-Pacific region 

(excluding Japan) and 


North America. Dataquest 
foresaw growth of 17.7 per 
cent. 

“The mass market should 
pick up significantly” 
owing to multi-media com- 
puters, said Mr. Miller. 

Compaq remained the 
world’s number-one per- 
sonal computer manufac- 
turer in 1996 with a 10.3 
per cent market share and 
growth of 22 per cent, or 
seven million units, accord- 
ing to IDC. 

IBM grabbed the second 
spot with a 27 per cent rise 
in sales to 6.1 million per- 
sonal computers and an 8.9 
per cent market share. 

Hewlett-Packard sales 
jumped 48 per cent to three 
million units, taking fifth 
place with a 5.5 per cent 
market share. 

Packard Bell-NEC sales 
fell by three per cent to 4.2 
million units, with its mar- 
ket share shrinking from 
7.5 per cent to 6.2 per cent 

Dell Computer, which 
sells direedy to retailers, 
and Gateway 2000, a mail- 
order group, were the stars 
of the fourth quarter. 

Dell’s world sales explod- 
ed by 69 per cent while 
Gateway's jumped 39 per 
cent in the United States, 
virtually its sole market. 


February shopping festival 
opens in Lebanon 


BEIRUT (R) — Fifty 
per cent discount signs 
were hung across 
Lebanon on Saturday 
signalling the start of a 
one-month shopping 
festival aimed at boost- 
ing the country's image 
as a Middle East tourist 
centre. 

Hotels, airlines, 
restaurants and shops 
announced a .wide 
range of discounts to 
run throughout Febru- 
ary after the govern- 
ment began a promo- 
tional campaign two 
months ago. 

“The idea is to attract 
as many tourists as pos- 
sible and to reveal the 
civilised face of 
Lebanon and to high- 
light the return of sta- 
bility to the country," 
Economy Minister 
Yassin Jaber was quot- 
ed as saying in 
Lebanon's national 
news agency. 

Tourism flourished in 
Lebanon before the 
1975-1990 civil war, 
contributing 20 per 
cent of the countiy’s 
earnings. 

The February “shop- 
ping month in 
Lebanon” is mainly 


expected to attract Gulf 
Arabs who flocked to 
Lebanon in pre-war 
days to enjoy its cool 
mountains and hot 
nightlife. 

Lebanon's national 
air carrier Middle East 
Airlines reduced by up 
to 50 per cent fares on 
most of its incomming 
flights. 

Director... of. sales at 
the Marriott Hotel, 
Marinette Dorkhom, 
said the festival was an 
encouraging initiative. 

The five-star hotel, 
which opened last May, 
is offering the 50 per 
cent discount on its 
$260, $240 and $380 
rooms. The country's 
other major hotels are 
also cutting rates by 
half. 

“Most people are 
coming from the Gulf. 
Some "Europeans who 
had booked for meet- 
ings in other months 
rescheduled for Febru- 
ary’". she said. 

Discounts offered by 
shops in Beirut's thor- 
oughfares like Hamra, 
Mar Elias, Fum Al 
Shoubbak and Zalka 
range between 30 per 
cent and 50 per cent. 
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UAE in new drive to boost nationals 
in Asian-dominated bank sector 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — The 
United Arab Emirates 

(UAE) has launched a new 
drive to boost the number of 
nationals working in the 
Asian-dominated banking 
sector over the next five 
years. 

Quoted by local newspa- 
pers, minister of state for 
financial and industrial 

affairs, Ahmad Al Tayer, said 
nationals made up less than 
10 per cent of the banking 
workforce despite previous 
attempts to raise their num- 
ber. 

“We are now targetting an 
increase of the national 
labour in the banking sector 
to between 50 and 60 per 
cent over the next five 
years.” he said. 

But bankers doubt such a 
level would be reached as 
many locals are reluctant to 
take up jobs in banks, prefer- 
ring the public service with 
its numerous financial incen- 
tives and end-of-service ben- 
efits. 

They said previous cam- 
paigns by the central bank 
had failed to produce results 


despite the banks' willing- 
ness to recruit more locals. 

“The central bank knows it 
is not our fault We are ready 
to take more nationals and 
offer them attractive incen- 
tives." a UAE bank manager 
said. 

“But most of them stay in 
the job only for a few 
months because they either 
want senior positions, start 
their own business or join a 
government job," he added. 

More than 80 per cent of 
the nearly 12,400 employees 
in the U.AE's commercial 
banks are from India. Pak- 
istan and other Asian coun- 
tries. 

They are preferred because 
they have experience and 
accept relatively low 
salaries. 

In previous circulars, the 
centra] bank has told the 
Gulf country's 19 national 
banks and 28 foreign units 
they must boost their nation- 
al workforce lo at least 15 
per cenL Bui only a handful 
of them have complied and 
some units still have virtual- 
ly no national employees. 


Like other Gulf states, the 
UAE is seeking to replace 
foreign workers with nation- 
als following a surge in the 
number of university gradu- 
ates and a tendency by most 
families in the conservative 
Muslim country lo allow 
women to work. 

Expatriates began stream- 
ing into the UAE and other 
oil-rich Gulf countries in 
early 1960, when oil was 
discovered and turned desert 
region into one of the richest 
areas in the world. Expatri- 
ates in the UAE account for 
around two thirds of the pop- 
ulation and 90 percent of the 
totai workforce. 

Mr. Tayer was speaking al 
a meeting of a ministerial 
committee created in 1996 to 
oversee the “nationalisation" 
of bank jobs. It comprises 
the ministers of finance, 
labour and social affairs, and 
economy and commerce 
besides the central bank gov- 
ernor and other officials. 

Mr. Tayer said die commit- 
tee had drawn up a national- 
isation plan following a 
series of meetings with bank 


managers. 

"The committee had made 
field visits to all banks oper- 
ating in tlic country. It dis- 
cussed ways to remove 
obstacles for increasing the 
number of national employ- 
ees and listened to ideas 
from the banks." the minister 
said. 

He gave no details of the 
fivc-vcar plan but bankers 
said it covered intensive 
training and more incentives 
for national employees. 

Training would be provid- 
ed by the banks and the 
Shaij all -based Emirates 

Institute for Financial and 
Banking Studies, the onl\ 
centre in the UAE to spe- 
cialise in the field. Bui 
authorities are considering 
introducing financed studies 
to the Emirates Universiiy 
and other institutes. 

“Authorities should think 
that the banks also need 
incentives so they will be 
encouraged to employ more 
nationals. 1 think with an 
integrated plan, they can 

make progress but this needs 

time" a local bunker said. 


AMMAN B'XNA.NCXAX. MARKET 
HOUSING BANK CENTER AMMAN - SKMETSANI 
TELEPHONE: £.07171 / 607179 
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PAST 12 
HIGH 

MONTHS 

LOU 

COMPANY’S NAME 

P / E 

DIV. 

NO. 

OF 

TRANS. 

NO. OF 
SHARES 

VALUE 

TRADED 

JD 

OPEN 

PRICE 

CLOSE 

PRICE 

CHAN. ■: 

261.000 205.000 

ARAB BANK 

14.1 

1.36 

7 

340 

B7 305 

255.50 

257.00 


2.210 

.880 

HID. EAST INV.8K. 

74.9 

0.00 

4 

J.'OOO 

36480 

1.14 

1.14 


5.250 

4. 2S0 

THE HOUSING BK. 

12.5 

2.94 

7 

1874 

8787 

4.67 

4.69 


2.950 

2.440 

JOR. KUWAIT BANK 

19.6 

0.00 

6 

1415 

3B30 

2.72 

2.71 

.0! - 

1.090 

.880 

JOR.GULF RANK 

5.7 

7.29 

15 

36736 

37233 

.96 

.96 

- 

4.180 

3 . 460 

JOR. ISLAMIC BANK 

17.9 

0.00 

5 

1650 

6172 

3.75 

3.73 

.o: • 

3. B00 

3.000 

JOR. INV. FIN. BANK 

19.3 

0.00 

1 

600 

2062 

J.S9 

3.47 

mil 

1.450 

1.000 

philadsl.inv.br. 

9 

0.00 

3 

2000 

T50S 

1.30 

i.2i 


BARK SECTOR TOTALS INDEX: 195.52 -CHG: 

-0.32 

51 

78755 

184675 




1.830 

1.450 

JOR. ELECTRIC PWR. 

11.1 

7.50 

7 

31000 

49599 

1.59 

1 . oG 

.c: » 

9. 250 

7.800 

JOR. HOTEL TOURISM 

17.7 

1.99 

2 

35478 

292694 

8.25 

£.25 


6.950 

6.000 

VHCLS. OWNERS FED. 

11.2 

5.55 

2 

327 

2053 

6.30 

6.31 

.1' ' - 

1.600 

1.080 

NATL. PORTFOLIO 

9 

0.00 

12 

7050 

8601 

1.20 

1.22 

• C. • 

1.050 

.820 

REAL ESTATE INV. 

19 . a 

4.19 

4 

1900 

1696 

.87 

.3* 

• G2 • 

1.060 

.580 

JORDAN INTL-TRAD- 

Ji. a 

0.00 

1 

350 

155 

.60 

.62 

.0. - 

3.720 

3.130 

ARAB INTL.XNV.EDUC. 

i3. a 

5.71 

3 

2500 

8780 

3.54 

3.50 

■ l : 

1.220 

.960 

ZARXA EDUCATION 

9 

0.00 

1 

1000 

1040 

1.04 

1.04 

- 

2.250 

1.690 

UNIPIED CO. 

11.3 

4.67 

22 

15450 

32734 

2.09 

2.14 

.U-- 

SERVICE 

SECTOR 

TOTALS INDEX: 111.93 =CHG: 

+0.11 

54 

94955 

397361 




♦ 1.260 

1.000 

ATTANQEEB 

9 

0.00 

3 

12200 

11600 

1.00 

.95 

.05- 

3.730 

3- 060 

JOR. CEMENT FACT. ’ 

19.4 

2.94 

15 

4134 

14046 

3.43 

3. JO 

.03- 

3.500 

2.710 

JOR. PHOSPHATE MINES 

35.2 

0.00 

1 

1000 

3270 

3.32 

3.27 

.05- 

6.000 

4.950 

ARAB POTASH CO. 

17.6 

3.45 

4 

8140 

47208 

5.80 

5.90 


10.400 

8.720 

JOR. PETROL. REFINARY 

10.1 

8.04 

18 

1285 

12766 

9.87 

9.95 

.08* 

1-590 

1.150 

WOOLEN INDUSTRIES 

55.1 

0.00 

3 

1400 

1736 

1.29 

1.24 

.05- 

3.560 

1.650 

. INDUSTRIAL COMM. AC R. 

35.0 . 

0.00 

5.. 

813. 

2072 

2.5.3 

2..6P. 

.07* 

7.950 

6.420 

JOR. WORSTED KILLS 

8.9 

3.60 

1 

1000 

6950 

6.95 

6.95 


4.5B0 

3.040 

ARAB PHARM. HANF. 

20.0 

5.48 

1 

500 

1825 

3.62 

3.65 

• .n’* 

6.600 

5.650 

JOR. CERAMIC IND. 

8.0 

3.89 

4 

3037 

19703 

6.60 

6.45 

. r. 

2.310 

1.570 

JOR. PIPES MANFCT. 

8.9 

7.50 

4 

'675 

1079 

1.60 

1.60 

- 

7.350 

4.250 

EAR ALDAWA DV.INV. 

12.6 

4.35 

8 

2458 

11306 

4.60 

4.60 

- 

S.800 

3.130 

ARAB ALUM. IND. 

8.7 

B.52 

1 

300 

1056 

3.55 

3.52 

. U J - 

.960 

.450 

LIVESTOCK £ POULTRY 

9 

0.00 

21 

33650 

20778 

.60 

.62 

.o:« 

1.440 

1.060 

ARAB PAPER CONV.TRD. 

8.3 

6.49 

1 

150 

183 

1.20 

1.22 

.o: * 

1.020 

.540 

RATIONAL INDS. 

9.9 

8.96 

7 

3250 

2175 

.66 

.67 

.01 i 

1.540 

.930 

I NTERMED . PETRO . CH2H . 

9 

0.00 

23 

15500 

16918 

1.09 

1.10 

.01* 

1.210 

.670 

JOR. SULPHO-CHEM 

9 

0.00 

1 

750 

600 

.60 

.80 

- 

l.lliy 

1.080 

ARAB PHARM. CHZH- 

27.1 

n.oo 

14 

3940 

5672 

1.42 

1.45 

.o:-« 

INDUSTRIAL SECTOR TOTALS INDEX: 115.42 -CHG: 

-0.26 

191 

152884 

2S4SS4 




GRAND TOTAL 


INDEX: 153. 

28 • CHG : 

S 

296 

326594 

936590 
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.700 

.440 

CENTRAL GEN. STORAGE 

19.7 

0.00 

1 

100 

49 

.51 

.49 

<r . . 

.790 

.500 

JOR. TRADE FAC. 

25.2 

0.00 

62 

1 76960 

97520 

- 55 

.57 

^ . 

.890 

.700 

UNION INV. 50* 

68.9 

0.00 

2 

950 

209 

.72 

. 72 

- 

.950 

.370 

ARAB FIN. INVEST. 

9 

0.00 

24 

64700 

29701 

.44 

.46 

- • 

*H 38.700 

33.500 

JOR TOURIST TRANS. CO 

2.1 

3.13 

1 

200 

6400 

33. SO 

32.00 

1-50- 

.640 

.260 

JOR . INDS . MATCH- JEMCO 

9 

0.00 

6 

3500 

980 

.27 

.28 

.01* 

.800 

.510 

ARAB FOOD £ MED. 

E 

D. DO 

3 

1300 

806 

.62 

.62 


1.590 

1.300 

NATL. CHLORINE 

E 

0.00 

1 

750 

I05B 

1.40 

1.41 


.690 

.450 

ARAS INTL. INV. TRD . 

9 

0.00 

2 

3200 

1536 

.47 

.49 

. ?! - 

.860 

.520 

NATL. TEXTILE 

9 

0.00 

3 

600 

330 

.54 

.55 

.01* 

.920 

.400 

NATL . MULT . ENG . NAM I CO 

E 

0.00 

27 

47700 

23036 

.45 

.48 

_ 

.740 

.430 

NAY DAK DIES & MOULDS 

E 

0.00 

5 

14SS0 

7977 


.56 


.990 

.720 

JORDAN STEEL 

P 

0.00 

1 

100 

75 

.76 

.75 

.t. 

.700 

.430 

ARAB ELECT. INDS. 

P 

0.00 

1 

150 

77 

.51 



.760 

.620 

MIDEAST PHARM. 75* 

E 

0.00 

2 

1300 

494 


.63 


.770 

.570 

RAZI PHARM. 65* 

E 

0.00 

7 

17S00 

4550 

.60 



.760 

.390 

INDS. ENG. 

27.7 

0.00 

6 

2844 

1279 

.45 

.45 


.820 

.590 

NATL. POULTRY 

E 

0-00 

3 

5000 

3850 

.78 

.77 

u - 

.950 

.530 

HID. EAST CCKPLEX 

7.7 

0.00 

20 

3JOOO 

21780 

.66 

.66 

- 

GRAND TOTAL 





178 

374394 

201705 

gjj. 
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DA J ANI 

JEWELLERS 


World gems, hand made in Jordan in 18 & 21 k. gold, 
A truly unique shop. 


Outstanding designs. 



FOR RENT 

- 3 bedrooms apartment in 
Shmeisani, .second floor; 
220 sq.m. 

- 3 bedrooms in AJ Rabta 
area, third floor, 190 sq.m. 

Abck>iHi Real Estate 
Tel: 810605-810609 
^ Fax: 810520 J 


STUDIO HAIG 

Profarioul Quality} in 
1 Hour Service 

Develop your* colour film at 
oar shop and fet> 




• Mi 


• Ftrnm 


Opp. Grteflayi 
Bank. Phone: 6W042 
Swefieh id: 823891 


•CLEANING SERVICES 

HOMiLOrRCES. 
?l : BLIC PLACES 

-MAINTENANCE SERVICES 

HEATING' SYSTEMS;/ 
ELLM3LNG 

-TOR RENT: 

DELUXE VILLAS AND 
MATS iFCRNTSHEDi 
UNFURNISHED 





FOR RENT 

DELUXE VILLAS AND 
APARTMENTS 
FURNISHED OR 
UNFURNISHED 

JAMAL 
REAL ESTATE 


ILL : 699369 
FAX : 704414 



Teppcinyaki 
Sashimi 
Sushi 



tywi Mitu % 



Quality Furnished Suites 

One & Two Bedrooms 

Reasonable Rates For Short 
Or Long Stay 


5th Circle 

Tel. 692672 Fax 674551 


<&? 

crawi Hors. 


- INDOOR HEATED 
SWIMMING POOL 

- SAUNA, JACUZZI & 
MASSAGE 

-FITNESS ROOM 

- TENNIS & SQUASH 

COURTS 


TEL: 758180 
Radio & TV Station Rd. 




E k L E 6 TATE 


FOR 
r RENT 

1 Deluxe Villas 

m \p par i men is 
in Amman 


For details please cal! 

Tel . §64230 
Fax. 864231 


TO RDUERIISE IN 
THIS SECTION CALL 
667171/6 - 670141/4 
Ext. 223 


PIZZA GRANDEM 

Jlfc f\cjl HateQ TJsce 
Gourmet pZZfl . 
WtuceUKuiry tea 

. v:A'\ »;■ « 

TrrtheOmy $1 

STUFFED PIZZA 3^ 

in 7tnm (CTK3BQ Slytei ] 

> PAN PIZZA 

i ITTiinflfTliicVCnail 
ITALIAN SANDWICHES 

-j* iUM.*-' fc-a*. w, H 

•a#. ■niff.vAjr Va 

***trtir | 

M««f Tmuia By ft* lUs Um 

AJ Me - AMl 
Superstore 

Tel. 688 471 ExL 32 
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Graf, Hingis advance to ‘dream’ final 


TOKYO (R) — World No.l 
Steffi Graf and her teenage 
challenger Martina Hingis 
took different paths but won 
their semifinal matches on 
Saturday in the Pan Pacific 
indoor women's open to set 
up a dream showdown 
between them. 

In what was likely to be a 
highlight of the 1997 tennis 
year, Hingis, 16, and Graf, 
26, slug it out on carpet-like 
artificial turf on Sunday to 
determine who is the new 
“queen" of the women’s 
game. 

Switzerland's Hingis 
reached the final first with a 
hand-fought 6- 1 5-7 6-2 vic- 
tory over Germany’s Anke 
Huber, while Graf had an 
easier time beating Brenda 
Schultz- McCarthy of the 
Netherlands 6- 1 7-5. 

Graf, throwing off the 
effects of a horror week 
before her arrival in Japan 
eight days ago. had the look 
of a champion determined 
not to lose her crown in 
beating the Dutch player. 

Top seed Graf, who last 
week was knocked out of 
the Australian Open in the 
fourth round and then saw 
her father convicted of tax 
evasion, has not needed 
more than an hour in each of 
her three matches to reach 
the final. 

Hingis, the second seed in 
both world rankings and 
this tournament behind 



Anke Huber 

Graf, had an equally easy 
lime until she lost her con- 
centration in the second set 
against Huber. 

*The match records of 
Hingis and Graf sum up the 
decade that separate them in 
age. 

In Friday’s quarterfinal. 
Hingis won her 1 00th pro- 
fessional matches while 
Graf goes into Sunday 
showdown seeking her 
103rd major title. 

But momentum is on the 


side of Hingis. 

A losing semi finalist in 
the tournament here last 
year. Hingis bids on Sunday 
for her third singles title 
only five weeks into this 
year’s Women’s Tennis 
Association Tour. 

She won the Sydney 
International three weeks 
ago and last week became 
the youngest winner of an 
open title when she took the 
Australian Open. 

On Friday. Graf said age 


was the main ‘difference 
between her and Hingis, 
both of them hard-hitting 
baseline players who wear 
their opponents down. 

“Obviously 10 years 
makes a big difference. 
You're young, there's more 
excitement, you’ve got 
nothing to lose." Graf had 
said. 

‘Ten years later, you're a 
different person. You’re not 
as naive or as open-minded 
as you were 10 years ago.” 


Pacers silence Olajuwon 
and trounce Rockets 


INDIANAPOLIS (R) — Reggie 
Miller scored 17 of his 33 points in 
the first quarter as the Indiana 
Pacers contained Hakeem 
Olajuwon and thumped the under- 
manned Houston Rockets. 100-74 
on Friday. 

Dale Davis added 17 points for 
the Pacers. 

“We needed this victory and 
we’ve needed it all year," said 
Miller, who was 1 2- for- 20 from the 
field. “It was a very big team 
effort. The main focus' was to turn 
around the season and win tonight 
We must play like this all the 
time." 

Olajuwon, who had 24 field for 
48 points in Thursday’s 113-109 
loss to Denver, was held scoreless 
for the game’s first 18:54 and fin- 
ished with only six points and three 
rebounds in 3 1 minutes. 

Sam Mack led Houston with 15 
points. 

In Boston, Rick Fox tied a career- 
high with 33 points, including a 
go-ahead three-pointer with 56 
seconds left as the Boston Celtics 
overcame a 23-point deficit to 
defeat the Portland Trail Blazers, 
111-105. 

Todd Day and David Wesley 
each added 20 points for the 
Celtics, who snapped a seven- 
game losing streak. 

Gary Trent had 24 points and 
Clifford Robinson 21 for the Trail 
Blazers, who lost their third 


straight game. 

In Charlotte, Glen Rice contin- 
ued his torrid scoring, exploding 
for 10 of his 43 points in a game- 
breaking 16-3 run. as the Charlotte 
Hornets defeated the Milwaukee 
Bucks, 102-95. 

Anthony Mason finished with 13 
points. 1 1 rebounds and nine 
assists for the Hornets, who won 
for the eighth time in their last 11 
games. 

Ray Allen scored 22 points and 
Vin Baker and Glenn Robinson 
added 18 apiece for Milwaukee. 

At Golden State. Scottie Pippen 
scored 23 of his 32 points in the 
first half as the Chicago Bulls built 
a 37-point lead and cruised to a 
115-92 victory over the Golden 
State Warriors. 

Pippen had 10 points in the first 
quarter, helping Chicago build a 
35-8 lead over the Warriors. 

Michael Jordan and Toni Kukoc 
each had 18 points for Chicago. 

In Philadelphia, Penny Hardaway 
scored 27 points as the Orlando 
Magic topped the struggling 
Philadelphia 76ers. 109-99, for 
their sixth win in seven games. 

Horace Grant added 16 points 
and Tony Seikaly had 13 for 
Orlando. Hardaway has scored 109 
points over the last four games for 
the Magic, who have won nine of 
their last 1 1 games. 

Rookie Allan Iverson scored 26 
points. 


In San Antonio, Chris Carr's 
jumper with less than a second left 
lifted the Minnesota Timberwolves 
to a 97-95 victory over the San 
Antonio Spurs. 

San Antonio’s Sean Elliott hit a 
three-pointer from the right side to 
tie the game, 95-95. with 36 sec- 
onds left, setting the stage for 
Carr’s heroics. 

“We just keep on winning." Can- 
said. "We just have to go out there 
and get a little more respect." 

Kevin Garnett scored 30 points 
and Tom Gugliotta added 22 for 
Minnesota. 

In Seattle, Gaiy Payton scored 19 
points and Detlef Schrempf added 
rive of his 18 in the final 70 sec- 
onds as the Seattle Supersonics 
beat the Washington Bullets. 97- 
95. 

Shawm Kemp had 13 points and 
10 rebounds and Payton handed 
out seven assists for Seattle, which 
improved to 18-5 at home and won 
for the 1 6th time in 20 games. 

Chris Webber scored 20 points 
and pulled down 10 rebounds for 
Washington, which has not won at 
Seattle in 17 years. 

In Vancou ver, Steve Smith 
scored 10 of his 24 points in the 
fourth quarter to lead five starters 
in double figures as the Atlanta 
Hawks beat the Vancouver 
Grizzlies 87-76 victory. 

Mookie Blaylock had 21 points 
and Christian Laettner had 15 . 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
« TAN MAH HIRSCH 


ANSWERS TO WEEKLY BRIDGE QUIZ 


Q.1 - Neither vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

*KS <77 2 C-AQJ92 *KJ54 

The bidding has proceeded: 

SOUTH WEST NORTH EAST 
10 Pm 1? Paw 

J 

What do you bid rwv? 

A - The two obvious choices are 
one no trump and two clubs. Since 
the attractive features or your hand 
are that, you are two-suited and 
have lull opening: bid values, why 
not give partner die good news. Bid- 
two dubs. A change of suit by open- 
er is more forward -going than a 
one-no-trump rebid. 

Q.2 - Both vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

*KJ73 OA5 - OAQJ9Z +K8 

The bidding has p r oceeded: 

SOUTH WEST NORTH EAST 
10 Pass 1* Pass 

7 

What do you bid now? 

A - In support or spades your hand 
is worth 20 points. Even if partner 
has a dead -minimum or six, you 
have enough for game. The way to 
bring those happy tidings to part- 
ner is to Jump lo four spades — 
three spades would be invitational 
and might gel pawed. 

Q- 3 - Neither vulnerable, as 
South you hold: 

*J83 fKQJ 10762 v» -M3 
Your right-hand opponent opens 
the bidding with one club. What do 
you bid now 7 

A - Had >nur opponent not opened 
the bidding, you would hove pre- 
empted with three hearts. The focL 
that East did initiate the auction 
should nuke no diiTerence. Jump (o 
three hearts, to crowd the bidding. 

Q. 4 - Neither vulnerable, r* 


South you hold: 

*63 <7E7 OKJ987 *AJ7S 

Hie bidding has proceeded: 

SOUTH WEST NORTH EAST 
lb Pass 30* Pass 

n 

•forcing 

What do you bid oow? 

A - We know there is a temptation 
to bid three no trump and hope that 
partner has a spade stopper. 
However, we feel that you can bet- 
ter describe your minimum opening 
bid by rebidding four rfisrTinnHa Of 
course, a pass is out of the question 

Q. S - Both vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

*A K 8 7 4 9A10 7 063 *K8G 

The bidding has proceeded: 

NORTH EAST SOUTH WEST 
X* Pass 1* Pass 

2* Pass 7 

What do you bid now? 

A - An awkward hand. You would 
like to raise dubs, perhaps with a 
jump, but that might bypass the 
only makable c o ntract of three no 
trump. Since three spades would 
greatly overstate the quality of your 
suit and is not forcing in the mod- 
em style, you will have to improvise 
wuh a rebid or two hearts. 

Q. 8 - Neither vulnerable, as 
South you hold: 

*Q 10643 C5 CK74 *Q853 

The bidding has proceeded: 

NORTH EAST SOUTH WEST 
IC 2b 7 
Whnt jctUm do you tab. 1 ? 

A - There is nothing you can do 
with any degree or safety, csperially 
since a bid af two spades would bo 
forcing. Negative doublers might 
choose that action, but it is rather 
risky with a singleton in partner's 
suit. Pass. 


Arab Centre For Heart 
and Special Surgery 
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The New Telephone No. for the 

Emergency and Ambulance Services 

at the 

Arab Centre For Heart and Special Su rgery 

( is now 665801 ) 

you can also call us at 8B5199 which will be . 
^transferred to thirty automatic different lines J 


Ski chief reassures minor nations 


SESTRIERE. Italy (R) — 
The also-rans and no-hop- 
ers of Alpine skiing can rest 
easy. 

Their dreams of springing 
an upset — or at least a top 
20 finish — in major events 
such as the world champi- 
onships or winter Olympics 
remain alive. 

Gianfranco Kasper, the 
genera] secretary of the 
International Ski 

Federation (FIS), said on 
Friday that attempts by the 
sport's old powers — 
notably Austria — to get 
more skiers into the events 
would not succeed. 

“I don’t think the format 
will be changed.” The 
Swiss said in an interview 
before skiers from 58 
nations gather for the two- 
week long 1 997 world 
championships which start 
here on Sunday. 

Under current FIS rules, 
each nation competing at 
major events such as world 
championships or 

Olympics is entitled to only 
four starters in each of the 
five events. The defending 
world champion also quali- 
fies automatically. 

That ruling effectively 
puts the mighty Austrians 
on a numerical level with 
Belgium or Lebanon — 
providing they meet the 
minimum requirements by 
being world ranked. 

Austria, which has at least 
nine top class world cup 
athletes in each of the disci- 
plines. wants to change the 
system to ensure that all 
those skiers ranked in the 
top 20 or 30 in the world- 
get a chance io race the big 
events. 

"We have been having 
talks with the FIS about this 
matter for quite some lime 
now and slowly but surely 
we appear to be coming to 





■&> 


Italian soldiers make finishing touches near the finish 
area of the slalom piste of the Alpine Skiing World 
Championships. The two- week long championships get 
underway in the Italian resort with athletes from some 
58 nations (Reuters photo) 

an agreement.’’ Austrian 
Ski Federation race director 
Hans Pum told Reuters in 
Kitzbuehel last week. 

Austrians have long put 
all their energies into quali- 
fication for their team and 
are often accused of look- 
ing tired in the races them- 
selves. Automatic selection 
by world ranking would 
take away the pressure. 

"Of course there are some 
obvious problems where 
international interest is con- 
cerned if nine out of 40 
starters are austrians.” said 
Pum. 



ARABIC FOR SPEAKERS 
OF OTHER LANGUAGES 


The Language Centre at the University of 
Jordan announces that the Intensive Course in 
Modern Standard Arabic for Speakers of Other 
Languages will commence on February 1 , 1997 
and will last for 16 weeks. 

Those interested please call at the Language 
Centre for registration or further information. 

The deadline for registration is Wednesday, 
February 5. 


On the other hand it is 
outrageous to have a higher 
standard at a world cup race 
than at a big event. 

Kasper disagreed entirely. 
"We will always have to 
have a restriction on the 
numbers,” he said. 

He said the subject came 
up eveiy time major nations 
had to select their teams 
and Alpine skiing already 
allowed more competitors 
per nation in Olympics than 
any other sport. 

Asked if change would 
come, he replied: “No”. 
"It has been requested at 
FIS congress several times 
that the top 1 5 be automati- 
cally qualified. Politically it 
never goes through. Even 
the big nations are not all in 
favour." 

None want to give their 
rivals an advantage. 

All the small nations 
would be opposed because 
under the existing system 
they have a chance of get- 
ting in the top 20 and there- 
by attracting sponsorship 
and investment. 


Players bet 
against 
themselves 
in Spanish 
pools win 


MADRID (R) — Sporting 
Gijon players have walked 
into a storm of criticism 
after winning nine and a 
half million Pesetas 
($68,350) by betting that 
they would lose or draw 
last Sunday's Derby game 
with Oviedo. Die match 
ended 0-0. 

The 27 players are to give 
up doing the pools, but are 
unlikely to face discipli- 
nary action from club 
authorities or the Spanish 
Soccer Federation. The 
game was played after 13 
of the other 14 fixtures on 
the pools coupon had fin- 
ished 

“The bet was decided by 
dice,” said sporting for- 
ward Francisco Luna. 

The players have also 
pointed out that they lost 
500,000 Pesetas ($3,600) 
each in bonuses by not 
beating Oviedo. 

But they would have 
started the game knowing 
that they already stood a 
good chance of winning a 
sizeable sum. though not 
how much it was likely to 
be. 

In the state-owned soccer 
pools, known as the 
‘Quiniela’, participants 
must guess whether the 1 1 
First Division games and 
four Second Division fix- 
tures chosen at random will 
finish in a home win. draw 
or away win. 

The Spanish Federation 
has no rules preventing 
players from doing the 
pools. 

Fernando Garrido, head 
of press at the Federation, 
on Friday described the 
episode as “a curiosity, an 
anecdote.” 

He said: "We certainly 
don’t imagine that this was 
done deliberately. The 
Federation is not consider- 
ing changing its rules.” 


SPORTS IN BRIEF 


Jordan hints at NBA return 

OAKLAND (AFP) — Michael Jordan anticipates he will 
return to the National Basketball Association next season, 
but the legend who makes $30 million for this season has 
made no guarantees. “At the moment. I look forward to 
playing next year,” Jordan said. "1 don’t see anything that 
says 1 won’t or I will change my mind.” Of course, there 
was little warning when Jordan quit the Chicago Bulls on 
the eve of the first practice of the 1993-1994 season. But 
now Jordan is planning to win a fifth NBA crown in seven 
years and seek another in 1998. “Nobody can put a time 
frame, or a time limit, on something you love,” Jordan 
said. “Right now I love the game. 1 hope to fulfil all those 
expectations of winning a championship and: go right into 
next year.” Jordan is on pace for a record ninth' NBA scor- 
ing crown while the Bulls are 39-5 and on pace to surpass 
their record 72-10 marie of last season. 

Olympic champion in injury scare 

LAAX, Switzerland (AFP) — Warworn Zelenskaja of 
Russia won only her second World Cup race in a women's 
downhill here on Saturday as Olympic champion Katja 
Seizinger escaped unhurt after a dramatic fall. Zelenskaja 
timed 1 min 24.9Ssec for the 2.603 metre course to beat 
Switzerland’s Heidi Zurbriggen and Austria’s Renate 
Goetschl, who finished nine hundredths of a second 
behind in a tie for second place. Zelenskaja. fourth in last 
Saturday's downhill at Cortina D'Ampezo in Italy, scored 
her maiden win at Narvik. Norway, in 1996. 

Perec to miss indoor championships 

PARIS (R) — France’s double Olympic sprint champion 
Marie-Jose Perec will not compete at the World Indoor 
Championships in Paris from March 7-9. "Marie-Jose will 
not do indoors this season. That's a final decision,” 
Perec s manager Jukka Harkonen said. Harkonen told the 
French sports daily L’Equipe, the Olympic 200 and 400 
metres champion had not started training until the middle 
of this month and was concentrating on the summer sea- 
son. 

Ivanisevic opponent pulls out 

— German Alex Radulescu was forced to 
quit his Croatian indoor quarter-final against titleholder 
S™ "“j?™ , on Frida y because of a back injury. 
World No. 2 Ivanisevic had swept through the first set 
without dropping a game and the score stood at 1-1 in the 
second when Radulescu retired. Ivanisevic will meet fifth- 
seeded Spaniard Javier Sanchez, a 6-0 7-6 winner over 
Argentine Gaston Eths, in the semifinals. Second seed 
Thomas Enqvist of Sweden reached the last four by beat- 
ing Morrocan Hicham Arazi 6-2 6-3. He will play Briton 
Greg Rusedska of Bntain. a 7-5 6-3 winner over Martin 
Damm of the Czech Republic. 

Unbridled’s Song retired 

1996 1 FtaSM lR> ~ Unbridled's Song, the 

1996 Florida Derby winner who went down to defeat as 

the favourite in the Kentucky Derby, suffered fbmken 
cannon bone ,n his right front leg Friday and retod 
Trainer Nick Zito announced thnr th*» f , 35 

in °Rorilto Mn!e P sl?h lf ^ ^ 

slightly off this week, but X-ravs * ff™ H f “T" 1 
anything," Zito said. * t l d,d not dlsciose 


y" CINEMA 

{ PHILADELPHIA “1” 

Eddie Murphy & 
Angela Bassett ..... in 

VAMPIRE IN 
BROOKLYN 


TEL634144 '\ CINEMA 


V 


TEL634144 ^y'' CINEMA 


A 


[Shows: 12:30, 3:00, 6:30, 8:30, 10:30 

V ^ v. 


k PHILRPELPH1B “2” 

Michael Douglas & 
Annette Benning... in 

THE AMERICAN 
PRESIDENT 

Shows: 12:30, 3:00, 6:30, 8:30, 10:30 


A 


TEL: 699238 CINEMA 


PLflZfl 


Sylvester Sfaiione...in 

JUDGE DREDD 


J; 


Shows: 12:00, 2:00, 6:30, 8:30, 10:30 


A 


TEL:677420 ^ 


CONCORD 


CONCORD “r 

Robert De Niro.... in 
THE FAN 

Shows: 12:15, 2:30, 6:30, 8:30. 10:30 


Y Nabn & B, sham 5 s Theatre \ 

TEL: 625155 


vTv 




CONCORD “2” 

Coming Soon... 

“Custom made Citizen” 

^ Ajhe satirical play starring Mousa Hliazin A 


The theatre opens on the 
Ramadan Holiday 

with the new play entitled 

Aman.. Ya Ho 


J 
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Jordan’s national soccer team 
meets Lebanese counterpart today 


By Mun’em Fakhoury in Beirut 
and AJeen Bannayan in Amman 

THE KINGDOM’S national soccer team 
play their first official match against their 
Lebanese counterpart Sunday as both 
teams prepare for their upcoming World 
Cup qualifiers which start in April. 

The encounter will be a good oppnunj- 
ty for Jordanian head coach Mohammad 
Awad to test the readiness of his players 
who have had a three-week training camp 
in Amman as part of their preparations for 
the Asian Group 3 qualifiers which start 
in Manama, Bahrain against the United 
Arab Emirates and Bahrain. 

The Lebanese team, meanwhile, will be 
facing Kuwait and Singapore in Group 7. 

Today’s encounter is not be an easy one 
for the Kingdom’s team as their oppo- 
nents have four professional players on 
the team including star striker Vartan 
Ghazarian, voted libanon’s top player a 
few months ago, and Wael Nuzha. The 
team also includes Papken Malikian, Tro 
Kehyayan and Jamal Taha. 

While the match will be the first friend- 
ly for the Jordanian ream, Lebanon have 
already had eight, scoring impressive 
results by winning three, losing two and 
drawing in three. 

In their latest match they scored a 2-0 
win over Estonia. They also beat Oman 2- 
1, Georgia 4-3 and 3-1. They lost to 
Bahrain 3-2 and Oman 2-1 and drew 1-1 
with New Zealand, 0-0 with Iran and 2-2 
with Algeria. 

Jordan had last played the Lebanese 
team in 1993 losing 1-0 in Beirut and 
winning 4-1 in Irbid. 

The Lebanese team will play in Amman 
Feb. 7 before the Kingdom’s team travels 
to Baghdad for an extensive training 
camp March 9-28 where they will also 
play three matches. 

Other friendlies scheduled by the 


Jordan Soccer Federation include two 
against Syria, March 16 in Amman and 
March 23 in Damascus, while the match- 
es against the Omani team wiH be held in 
Muscat March 8, and 11. 

Thirty-six Asian countries will contest 
the first round World Cup qualifiers and 
have been divided into ten groups. 

The top team in each of the 10 groups 
will qualify for the second round where 
the teams will be divided into two groups. 

The first two from each group will then 
contest the Asian finals. 

The first three qualify direedy for the 
1998 World Cup in France while the win- 
ner of a play-off between the fourth team 
and the Oceania Zone winner will also 
qualify. 

The Kingdom's team includes Ahmad 
Abu Nasouh, Mu’taz Risheh, Mohammad 
Abu Daoud, Yousef Ammouri. Amjad 
Taher, Mohammad Khaz’ali, Isam 
Mahmoud, Abdullah Abu Zame’h. Faisal 
Ibrahim, Hussein Shanaineh, Abdallah 
Shiyyab, Ra’fat Ali, Adnan Awad, Raed 
Momani. Bassam AI Khatib. Aref 
Hussein. Khaled Yousef. Munir Abu 
Hantash , Nart Yadaj and Walid Abdul 
Rahman. 

Seven of Al Faisali's players, currendy 
on leave to take part in the Arab 
Champion Cup in Morocco next month, 
will not join the national team’s match in 
Beirut. They are Ahmad Khalil, 
Mohannad Mahadin, Jamal Abu Abed. 
Subhi Suleiman, Ja'far Hamroad, 
Hasouneh Sheikh and Jiryes Tadros. 
Head coach Mohammad Awad said the 
seven might join the team starting with 
the matches in Oman. 

Al Faisali will join Arab Cup champs 
Morocco's Olympic Khreibkeh, Arab 
Clubs champions Egypt’s Al Ahli and 
runner-up Morocco’s Al Raja. 


Imperial Call has tough challenge in Hennessy 


DUBLIN (R) — Ireland’s 
Cheltenham Gold Cup hero. 
Imperial Call, heads a star- 
studded field for Sunday’s 
grade one Hennessy Gold 
Cup at Leopardstown. 

Imperial Call C5— 4 
favourite) faces seven 

rivals', ":three ■/, trained* in 
Britain, including 1993 


Cheltenham Gold Cup win- 
ner, Jodami, in the three 
mile (4.8-km) contest. 

Jodami. winner of three 
successive Hennessy Gold 
Cups starting in 1993, was 
denied the chance to bid for 
a four-timer by an 1 1th hour 
setback 12 months ago. "He 
is 11-2 in the betting for 


Sunday. 

The Grey Monk, trained 
by Gordon Richards, heads 
the British challenge at 7-2 
while Belmont King, also 
from England, is quoted at 
10-1. British-pained horses 
have won the race' eight 
times in its 10-year history. 


FA in fury over UEFA 
World Cup decision 


LONDON f AFP.) — A furious ro’ev between the 
English Football Association aind UEFA has 
erupted this weekend after ti i.e the sport’s 
European ruling body announced! it was backing 
Germany to host the 2006 World i Cup. 

UEFA also added that it firmLy believed there 
should only be one bid from Europe to host the 
finaJs. 

The UEFA decision has a ng ered FA officials 
who seven months ago confirf ned that England 
would be bidding to host the C up. 

FA officials are angry at wl iar they see as an 
attempt to derail England’s bile L 

First news that UEFA was officially backing 
Germany came in a fax front the ruling body to 
the FA on Friday. 

“It made no reference as to • when or where this 
decision had been taken. All Jais stage there is no 
evidence that it was ever rec< : irded publicly,” said 
FA spokesman David Davies ; . 

“UEFA has informed us tit a .t the committee had 
also informed its belief that t here should only be 
one candidate from each cc >i nunemal confedera- 
tion when bids were submit t ed to stage the tour- 
nament. 

“The final decision as to M/ho stages the World 
Cup of 2006 is scheduled t-o be taken in June of 
the year 2000 by FIFA, foo l .ball’s world govern- 
ing body it is not a decisio i i for UEFA.” Davies 
added. 

“We have no alternative to day though but to see 
the communications from 1 1 le UEFA executive as 
evidence of an attempt at a very early stage to 
prevent England’s bid from receiving proper con- 
sideration. The attempt u ill not succeed,” he 
added. 

FA chief executive Grain am Kelly insisted that 


they had no intention of dropping out of the run- 
ning, especially after the success of Euro 96, 
which proved that England has the organisation 
both on and off the field. 

“It is the next logical step for us,” said Kelly. 
“Nobody can question any longer our ability to 
stage the biggest sporting events in the world.” 
He has already won the backing of the currenr 
government and Labour have promised to sup- 
port the FA too if they win the forthcoming gen- 
eral election. 

Kelly said the FA would be seeking political 
support as a maner of urgency over the next few 
days. 

Discussions with UEFA had gone on late into 
last night, but officials had not been able to make 
the organisation alter its earlier decision. 

Kelly added: “We have been in touch with 
FIFA. They have confirmed that bidding has not 
officially been opened yet. We made it plain that 
we find it completely inexplicable.” 

Kelly stressed the fa was not going to war with 
Germany, even though the German Federation 
president Egidius Braun is a vice-president and 
acting treasurer on the UEFA executive commit- 
tee. 

“Our quibble is not with the Germans.” he 
insisted. “They have every* entitlement to put for- 
ward their case and I am sure it will be a strong 
one. Our astonishment is at UEFA’s decision. 

He added: “We have been in touch with FIFA 
and they have confirmed that the bidding process 
has not even opened yet. 

“It is not a dispute between England and 
Germany. We will both have strong bids to put 
forward and we would want their bid and our bid 
to be considered fairly and openly in the democ- 


ratic way these things should be considered. 

“We don’t relish a situation of this sort but we 
cannot sit back and allow this to happen to 
English football. 

“We have a duty to the whole of the English 
game to make sure that our case is properly 
heard. If we were to lose a fair and honest debate 
we would accept that just as we would accept a 
defear on the football field.” 

The Euro row over who should stage the 2006 
World Cup has already spilled over into the polit- 
ical arena as Labour leader Tony Blair and shad- 
ow Heritage secretary Jack Cunningham pledged 
to “redouble” Labour's support for England's 
bid. 

Dr. Cunningham condemned UEFA for trying 
to hijack European support for Germany. ”1 am 
astonished by the deplorable behaviour of 
UEFA," he said. 

“Their attempt to hijack European support for 
Germany, in connection with bids to host the 
2006 World Cup, must be strenuously contested. 

“A Labour government will insist on an open 
process in which bids to host the 2006 World Cup 
must be judged on merit.” 

Labour revealed it even plans to set up its own 
taskforce to buck England's bid. 

Dr. Cunningham added: "On Thursday 

evening, Tony Blair and 1 met the chairman and 
chief executive of the FA, as well as England 
coach Glenn Hoddle. to pledge our emphatic 
support for the FA’s bid to hosi the World Cup in 
2006. 

“We will redouble our efforts in support of the 
FA following this news. A Labour government 
will establish a taskforce to support the FA's bid 
to bring the World Cup to England in 2006.” 


Bills quarterback Kelly announces retirement 


BUFFALO (R) — 

Quarterback Jim Kelly, \v ho 
led the Buffalo Bills to an 
unprecedented four con s sc- 
utive Super Bowl appear- 
ances in the 1990s and 1 ost 
each time, announced his 
retirement on Friday. 

T bad to make one o f the 
most difficult decisions of 
my life," a tearful Kell)/ said 
at a news conference ;aic the 
Ralph Wilson fieldhc juse. 
‘I've been playing football 
for 28 years. Many o f my 
dreams bave been ful filled 
and my goals achiever L” 

Various broadcast i reports 


claim that Kelly has been 
given a $1 million buyout to 
retire. 

The 36-year-old Kelly, 
one of the NFL’s most pro- 
lific passers, is coming off 
perhaps the worst season of 
his career. 

He battled injuries and 
completed 59 percent of his 
passes for 2.810 yards with 
a career-high 19" intercep- 
tions. Kelly threw just 14 
touchdown passes in 1 3 
games and split time with 
emerging backup Todd 
Collins. 

Kelly's retirement comes 


after the hiring of Dan 
Henning as new offensive 
coordinator. Henning has 
said he will call the "plays, 
which could have clashed 
with Kelly's ability to direct 
the no-huddle offence. 

In 1 1 NFL seasons, Kelly 
completed 60 per cent of his 
passes for 35,467 yards and 
237 touchdowns. He threw 
83 touchdown passes in two 
seasons with the Houston 
gamblers of the United 
States football league 
before joining the Bills in 
1986. 

“I’ve been privileged to 


play my entire NFL career 
with the same team and play 
with some hall of furriers.” 
Kelly said. "It's now time to 
devote more time to my 
wife and family. It’s been a 
great ride. It’s not the end of 
an era. My life is just begin- 
ning.” 

In the four Super Bowl 
losses, Kelly often faltered. 
He threw for 829 yards, but 
had just two touchdown 
passes and seven intercep- 
tions. 

"There’s been good times 
and bad times, but the good 
times outweigh the bad 


times 10 times over.” Kelly 
added. 

The Bills finished 10-6 
last season and made the 
playoffs for the eighth time 
in nine seasons. Bui they 
suffered a 30-27 loss to the 
Jacksonville Jaguars in the 
AFC wild-card round, their 
first playoff setback in nine 
games at rich stadium. 

Kelly’s final play for 
Buffalo will go down as a 
fourth-quarter" fumble that 
led to the winning 
Jacksonville field goal. 
Kelly suffered a concussion 
on the play. 
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Palestinian prisoner 
tortured to death by 
PNA police — groups 


NABLUS (AFP) — A 
Palestinian detainee died on 
Saturday in the autonomous 
West Bank town of Nablus 
after being tortured by 
Palestinian police, a human 
rights group said. 

The Palestinian Society 
for the Protection of Human 
Rights and the Environment 
(LAW) said Yousef Ismail 
Mahmoud Al Baba. 32. died 
in hospital where he had 
been taken se\eral days ago. 

The group said Baba had 
been arrested on Jan. 3 by 
the Palestinian National 
Authority (PNA) security 
services on suspicion of 
■'collaboration” with Israel, 
but LAW said Baba’s fami- 
ly insisted he was arrested 
over a dispute with his 
cousin. 

LAW said Baba was tor- 
tured while in custody, but 
they gave no details of what 
injuries the detainee suf- 
fered. 

Since the beginning of 
Palestinian autonomy in 

1994. the PNA has been 
widely criticised by interna- 
tional. Israeli and 
Palestinian rights groups for 
widespread use of tenure. 

.An Amnesty International 
report published last year 
said more than 10 people 
had died in the custody of 
PNA security forces since 

1995. 

‘Torture, detention with- 
out charge or trial, com- 
plainants ignored or threat- 
ened with reprisals, a multi- 
plicity' of security services 
with P.o accountability — 
all this has created a climate 
of fear where gross human 
rights abuses are becoming 


systematic,” Amnesty 
added. 

Baba. 32. died in Rafidya 
Hospital in Nablus about 10 
a.m. tS a.m. GMT) about an 
hour after he was brought in 
from the Palestinian central 
prison in the city, according 
to hospital workers and 
LAW. 

A nurse at the hospiral. 
speaking on condition of 
anonymity. told the 
Associated Press Baba had 
welts along the right side of 
his body, and that his right 
arm was badly bruised and 
swollen. 

She said she asked the 
man what happened to him, 
and he said "they beat me 
very badly." 

Members of Baba s fami- 
ly, who refused to give their 
names Saturday, kicked in 
doors and windows at the 
hospital. One woman, 
apparently Baba's sister, 
shouted that the Palestinian 
police were ‘‘drunken drug 
dealers.'’ 

Baba, a land dealer, had 
been in custody on charges 
that he had carried out an 
improper land deal, accord- 
ing to a statement from 
LAW. 

His death brings to at least 
1 1 the number of 
Palestinian detainees killed 
by security forces since the 
start of the self-rule in the 
West Bank and Gaza Strip 
in May 1994. 

The organisation, which is 
also an affiliate member of 
rhe Paris-based 

International Federation for 
Human Rights, said it had 
affidavits from hospital 
workers that Baba was tor- 


tured to death. 

“We condemn this thing.” 
said Shawqi Issa, director of 
LAW. "The Palestinian 
security forces are system- 
atically violating human 
rights and carrying out tor- 
ture.” 

Palestinian police officials 
confirmed Baba's death 
Saturday, but would give no 
other details. 

An attorney on behalf of 
the group tried to see Baba 
before his death, but was 
refused access. He has also 
been kept from seeing the 
body, Mr. Issa said. 

Mr. Issa said a lawyer for 
the group. Hosni Qalboni. 
had received power of attor- 
ney from the family, and 
had been refused permis- 
sion from the Palestinian 
authorities for a doctor on 
behalf of the family to be 
present during the autopsy. 

Mr. Issa said his group 
was alerted to the incident 
when a LAW field worker 
and attorney arrived at the 
prison Saturday in one of 
several failed attempts to 
see Baba. They were told 
that Baba had been taken to 
the hospital and by the time 
they arrived there, the man 
was dead, Mr. Issa said. 

He added that Baba had 
been killed by Palestinian 
military intelligence inter- 
rogators. even though the 
charges against him were 
criminal, and not within the 
jurisdiction of that unit. 

"That group is now 
famous for torturing prison- 
ers to death,” Mr. Issa said. 


Hashimoto and Fujimori agree to 
pursue dialogue with hostage-takers 


TORONTO (AFP) — 
Peru's President Alberto 
Fujimori agreed with 
Japan's Prime Minister 
Ryuiaro Hashimoto 

Saturday to pursue prelimi- 
nary dialogue with leftist 
rebels holding 72 hostages 
at the Japanese embassy 
residence in Lima. 

The two also agreed Japan 
would play a much stronger 
role in negotiations 
between the Peruvian gov- 
ernment and the Tupac 
Amaru Revolutionary 
Movement (MRTA) guerril- 
las holding Japanese and 
South American hostages 
since Dec. 17. 

It was clear Saturday that 
Mr. Hashimoto had per- 
suaded Mr. Fujimori to take 
a softer line in dealing with 
the hostage-takers and to try 
to speeJ up the process 
• ew urJ direct negotiations 
v, 'tih the guerrillas. 

Mr. Fujimori admitted 
thi ‘I recent efforts by securi- 
ty forces to hur.Lss the 

MR TA hostage-lakers — 
i.ith helicopter overflights 
and the blasting of loud 
nui.sic outside the com- 
pound ■ — had been a mis- 
take. 

But 1 'v? also reiterated his 


insistence that there would 
be no release of MRTA 
members currently in 
prison. 

That may keep dialogue at 
a deadlock: rebel leader 
Nestor Cerpa has said pre- 
viously that if a release of 
prisoners is not at least on 
the agenda, there would be 
no meeting with negotia- 
tors. 

In a joint statement. Mr. 
Hashimoto and Mr. 

Fujimori said they “agreed 
to promote the commence- 
ment of preliminary dia- 
logues between the inter- 
locutor of the Peruvian gov- 
ernment and the representa- 
tive of the MRTA group 
currently inside the 

Japanese ambassador's res- 
idence." 

Mr. Hashimoto and Mr. 
Fujimori added that Japan 
would join the so-called 
commission of guarantors 
which is acting as a go- 
between between the guer- 
rillas and Peru. 

The two leaders said they 
“highly commended Che 
continuing efforts of the 
commission of guarantors 
to realise the earliest possi- 
ble direct dialogue between 
the interlocutor of the 


Peruvian government and 
the representative of the 
MRTA group currently 
inside the Japanese ambas- 
sador's residence." 

At a joint press confer- 
ence with Mr. Fujimori, Mr. 
Hashimoto said the 
Peruvian president had 
committed himself “to a 
preliminary dialogue 
between the Peruvian gov- 
ernment and the culprits.” 

And, said Mr. Hashimoto, 
Mr. Fujimori pledged: “He 
would do his utmost for the 
peaceful resolution of the 
crisis. He reaffirmed that as 
long as no harm is done to 
the hostages he will not use 
force to resolve the situa- 
tion." 

Earlier, Japanese officials 
said privately that Mr. 
Hashimoto had offered to 
help Peru negotiate with a 
third country to have it 
accept the rebels. 

According to the officials, 
Mr. Hashimoto coupled the 
offer with a pledge to pump 
millions of dollars into Peru 
to help the country tackle 
its poverty problems — one 
of the complaints by the 
Tupac Amaru guerrillas 
holed up in the Japanese 
embassy residence. 


Qadhafi launches prophecy by satellite 


TUNIS I R ) — Libyan leader Muammar 
Qadhafi. dre ssed in a futuristic jacket, 
turned to satellite broadcasting to promote 
his latest booA and assure watchers- his 
views would eoi iquer the world. 

"The downtrodden will win whatever 
time this will take 360 years, maybe 1 .000 
years." Colonel Qi idhafi said at the launch 
of his book “Long Live The Nation of the 
Downtrodden." 

Col. Qadhafi spoke’ from somewhere in 
Libva to .Arab imeJk actuals at the Cairo 
International Book Fair on Thursday night 
\ia a satellite link. It was beamed across the 
Middle East and southern Europe. 

"The Libyan revolution will win and its 
views will spread to the w hole world...the 
downtrodden people all around the world 
will take power.” said Col. Qa dhafi. dressed 
with a tight brown jacket without a collar 
that was reminiscent of science fiction 
films. .. 

A Svrian writer questioned Col. /jodhah s 
timing: "Hiller had said he would succeed 
within 10 years, and he was defeated after 
five years. It would have been better if the 
brother (Qadhafi) had been more realisi'ic." 

But the Libyan leader compared himself 
to the prophets: "The Messiah. Mohammad 


Buddha succeeded even if they didn't have 
fleets with them. At the start was the word.” 

He predicted capitalism would collapse 
and be replaced by his "ideal city" without 
bourgeois governments, aggression. 

armies, police, borders — "and no more 
radar that I now need to defend the country 
against America.” 

Col. Qadhafi previously wrote a green 
book about his ideas on government. In 
1995 he produced a volume of short stories 
and essays entitled “The Village, The: 
Village, the Earth, the Eearth and the 
Suicide of the Astronaut” about modern 
society and Western hegemony over th.e 
Arab World. 

Organisers said there would be a debate 
during the broadcast for his new book but 
instead intellectuals lectured and Col. 
Qadhafi ignored most of the issues they 
raised. 

He intervened at the end. reading several 
pages of the small book in which he says 
"the sun will be shining, the birds singing 
and the angels congratulating,” to announce 
the first light of the “State of the 
Downtrodden." 

"I am greatly moved whenever I read 
again these pages.” he said. 




IFTAR TIME IN GAZA: Pale* itinian police prepare the 
Ramada n meals on Friday at the Palestinian National 
Authority' headquarters in ( Jaza City. Palestinian 
President Yasser Arafat share I with his ministers and 
securitymen the traditional ifta r on Friday (AFP photo) 


Iran says it w ants good 
ties with Gulf Arabs 


TEHRAN (AFP) — 
President Ali Akbar Hasbemi 
Rafsanjani said Saturday Iran 
was determined to strenghten 
relations with its Arab neigh- 
bours across the Gulf in a meet- 
ing here with Qatari Foreign 
Minister Sheikh Hamad Ben 
JassemAlThani. 

Tte president warned dial 
the "enemies seek to prevent 
development of ties between 
die region's countries.” in a ref- 
erence to the United States and 
other Western allies of the Gulf 
Arab states. 

"By making unfounded 
accusations against Iran, these 
oppressive powers aim to justi- 
fy their legitimate presence in 
die persian Gulf and control the 
region’s arms market." he 
charged in a statement from the 
presidential office. 

Iran is strongly opposed to 
the presence of Western forces 
in the Gulf and has urged its 
Arab neighbours to expel them. 

“Iran is ready to provide its 
neighbours, especially Qatar, 
with technical and industrial 
assistance." Mr. Rafsanjani told 


She :ikh Hamad, wlro arrived 
ten ? Saturday for a one-day 
visin' with a message from the 
emir of Qatar, Hamad Ben 
Kha lifeAllhanL 

TLie Qatari official said his 
corn rtry's policy was to boost 
relat i ons with Iran. ‘“We attach 
great importance to Iran's 
efforts to preserve peace and 
stabil ity in the region." he was 
quote ; d as saying by the Iranian 
radio 

Ear 1 iec. Iranian Foreign 
Minis i er Ali Akbar Vehyan 
called for closer consultations 
with d le Arab stales to “bring 
our vie ws closer together.” 

The English-language daily 
Iran Ne ws, quoting'an “expert” 
on Qai ari affairs, said there 
were ofc stacles on the way of a 
$12-biILion project agreed in 
1991 to ship drinking water to 
Qatar fri Dm rivers in southern 
Iran. 

The t wo countries were 
searching for “more practical 
and cost -effective ways” to 
implement! it, it saidiran and 
Qarar hav. e had good relations 
since the l 991 Gulf war. 


Rights group ca lls on 
Iran to free jour nalist 


PAR IS (AFP) — The Paris- 
based International 

Fe deration of Human 
Rights Leagues (F1DH) 
called Friday for the release 
of an Iranian journalist 
who. it said, was arrested 
thiis week after a German 
p.aper published a letter he 
wrote complaining of being 
am?sted and tortured last 
year. 

A F1DH statement given 
to AFP said Faraj Sarkouhi 
had been seized on 
Wednesay along with his 
brother Israel Sarkouhi at 
his home in Tehran by secu- 
rity men who had no legal 
warrant for his arrest. 

“It is not known where 
they are being held and no 
official information is avail- 
able on what has happened 
to them,” the FIDH said. 

The arrest of Mr. 
Sarkouhi. who is editor of 
the monthly magazine 
Edine. came after the publi- 
cation by a German daily 
appearing on Thursday, of a 
letter in which Mr Sarkouhi 
“described his arrest at 
Tehran airport on Nov. 3, 
1996 as he was preparing to 
join in family” in Germany. 

In the letter Mr. Sarkouhi 
“described his detention 
conditions and the tortures 
inflicted on him for 45 days 
while Iranian authorities 
pretended he had left for 
Germany”. 

Mr. Sarkouhi also 
recounted “the conditions 
in which he was forced to 
make a televised confes- 
sion”. 

The FIDH said “the phys- 
ical integrity of Faraj 
Sarkouhi and of his brother, 
is threatened ” 

It said the second arrest of 
the journalist was linked to 


"Iranian pnsssure on the 
German go'/ eminent in con- 
nection with the trial of the 
killers of 1 ranian Kurds, 
now going on in Berlin.” 

The FIDH said it would 
"hold the Iranian authorities 
responsible for the fate" of 
Faraj and Israel Sarkouhi. 

U.S. slams d «?alh penalty 

The U. S. State 
Department cc mdemned on 
Friday Iran’s decision to 
sentence to dea th two mem- 
bers of the min. ority Iranian 
Bahai group, ar. id called for 
their immediate release. 

“The United States gov- 
ernment strongly condemns 
this action and calls on the 
government of Iran to 
release these n ten ” said 
State Department 

spokesman Nicholas Bums. 

“We urge the go vemment 
of Iran to free all prisoners 
of conscience and .iti ensure 
freedom of religion and 
other basic human rights.” 
Mr. Bums said. 

According to the Bahai 
community in Washington. 
Iran's supreme cotixt has 
upheld the death sen tences 
for the two Bahais. .iMussa 
Talibi and Zabiliullah 
Mahrami, who ■ were 
accused of renouncing the 
Muslim faith. There wt is no 
immediate confirms ’tion 
from Iran. ^ 

The two men were tried 
separately by revolution* ny 
tribunals in 1995 and 1 9^ 1 6. 
according to the statement 

from the~Washington-ba.se d 
Bahai group- 

The Bahai community' is: 
Iran’s largest religious 
minoriry. numbering some 
300.000. 


PNA protests Israeli 
ban on Hebron repairs 


GAZA CITY (Agencies) 
— The Palestinian 
National Authority (PNA) 
has protested against an 
Israeli army ban on a pro- 
gramme to renovate the 
historic old city of the West 
Bank town of Hebron, say- 
ing it threatens the peace 
process. 

“The Palestinian leader- 
ship is concerned at the 
decision by the Israeli mil- 
itary authorities, which 
threatens a return to normal 
in the peace process,” the 
PNA said in a statement 
issued after its weekly cabi- 
net meeting held on Friday. 

The statement referred to 
a Israeli military decree 
banning restoration work 
in the old city’s non-Jewish 
sector which is under civil- 
ian control of the 
Palestinians. 

The Palestinian Hebron 
Rehabilitation Committee 
(HRC) has launched a $50 
million plan to renovate 
some 120 houses in a bid to 
restore the old city, which 
was largely abandoned over 
the past decades and has 
fallen into decay. 

But after the Israeli army 
banned the renovations last 
week, the cultural project 
has turned into a political 
tussle over the old city, 
which lies at the heart of the 
Israeli military-controlled 
zone of Hebron. 

Jewish settlers claim the 
renovations are ultimately 
intended to surround their 
homes in the old city with 
"terrorists.” Palestinians 
say the army ban paves the 
way for the settlers to 
expand their enclaves. 

Israel handed Hebron 
over to Palestinian self-rule 


on Jan. 17. when 

Palestinian police rook con- 
trol of most of the city. But 
the Israeli army remains in 
control of a zone covering 
the eastern fifth of Hebron. 

The PNA statement said 
the Israeli decree was 

against the Hebron accord 
and would allow the Jewish 
state to expand its settle- 
ments. 

It called on the co-spon- 
sors of the peace process, 
Russia and the United 

States, and Arab states "to 
bring an immediate end to 
this policy in order to save 
the peace process." 

Meanwhile, the 

Palestinian newspaper Al 
Ayyam said that senior 

Palestinian official 

Mahmoud Abbas secretly 
met Israeli Defence 
Minister Yitzhak 

Mordechai last week in 
occupied Jerusalem. 

The two men discussed 
the next stages of the peace 
process, particularly 

regarding Palestinian pris- 
oners held by Israel, the 
opening of a port and air- 
port in Gaza and the final 
Israeli army withdrawals 
from the West Bank, the 
newspaper said. 

Israel said on Friday it 
would begin to gradually 
reopen a main commerical 
thoroughfare in the Hebron 
to Palestinian vehicles next 
week. The Hebron accord 
states that the street, closed 
to Palestinian vehicles since 
February 1994 when a 
Jewish settler from a nearby 
settlement massacred 30 
Palestinians at Al Ibrahimi 
Mosque, will be gradually 
reopened within four 
months. 


British team completes 
bomb probe in Egypt 


CAIRO (AFP) — Two British 
police officers have completed 
a visit to Cairo to investigate 
reports that letter-bombs sent to 
the London-based Arabic daily 
Al Hayat were mailed from 
Egypt, the newspaper reported 
Saturday. 

“The mission of the two offi- 
cers lasted several days during 
which they were informed of 
the results of investigations car- 
ried out by the Egyptian securi- 
ty services,” said Al Hayat. 
quoting Egyptian sources. 

The paper said inquiries by 
the Egyptian authorities were 
focusing on "the Egyptian 
postal system as well as the 
inks used on the packages and 
the type of paper used to make 
Egyptian postage stamps.” 

Edward Webb, press attache 
al the British embassy here, 
refused to comment on the 
report. 

"I am not in a position to 
reveal details of British- 
Egyptian cooperation in the 
security field.” he told AFP. 

Mr. Webb said last week that 
“a visit by police officers is 
planned as part of contacts 
going on between police offi- 


cers in die two countries inves- 
tigating the lener-bombs.” 

Egyptian Interior Minister 
Hassan Al Alfi on Jan. 23 
denied British police were 
coming to Egypt to make 
inquiries about the letter 
bombs, adding that such a mis- 
sion would be “unacceptable." 

Egyptian President Hosni 
Mubarak has denied the lener- 
bombs sent to Al Hayat’s 
offices in several countries 
woe mailed from the northern 
Mediterranean city of 
Alexandria, whose postmark 
most of the letters bore. 

Two security guards were 
injured when one of the letter- 
bombs exploded at Al Hayat’s 
London headquarters, and one 
of the victims could lose the 
use of his right eye, according 
toAlHayaL 

The newspaper said 16 letter 
bombs bearing the Alexandria 
postmark were found since the 
spate of attacks started earlier 
this month: four in London, 
five in Washington, four at Al 
Hayat’s New York office and 
three at the high-security U.S. 
prison of Leavenworth in the 
state of Kansas. 


Iraq discovers ancient 
farming village in north 


BAGHDAD (AFP) — 
Iraqi archaeologists have 
uncovered an ancient farm- 
ing village dating back up 
to 11,000 years in 
Kurdistan, northern Iraq, an 
area already rich in archae- 
ological wonders. 

“We have been able to 
discover a new site. Nimrik. 
between 8.000 and 9,000 
BC, which stands witness to 
Iraq's value as the cradle of 
civilisation," said Muayed 
Said, director of the coun- 
try’s archaeological depart- 
ment. 

Mr. Said said archaeolo- 
gists had discovered a vil- 
lage of houses built of dried 
bricks near Mosul, 400 
kilometres north of the cap- 
ital, in a zone controlled by 
the Baghdad authorities. 

It shows that Iraq pos- 
sesses one of the most 
ancient agricultural villages 
in the world.” he told 
reporters. 

Modem-day Mosul is the 
ancient Assyrian city of 
Niniveh. 

Until now, the oldest site 
discovered by Iraqi diggers 
daring back to 7.000 BC 
was at Shenno in the east- 
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Indians asked to 
fast for healthy life 


NEW DELHI (AFP) —The 
Heart Care Foundation of 
India has urged people to 
fast once a week for a better 
and healthy life, the United 
News of India (UNI) report- 
ed Saturday. The group said 
denying food on a regular 
pattern once every seven 
days would induce growth 
hormones, provide immuni- 
ty against diseases and a 
day of welcome rest to the 
digestive system. Fasting 
also leads to “quietude of 
mind.” the foundation said. 
“But fasting should not be a 
casual affair to be observed 
only on certain religious 
occasions.” it said in a state- 
ment "It should rather be a 
weekly discipline.” 

Man cuts off penis after 
wife becomes pregnant 
for 9th time 

JAKARTA (AFP) —An 
Indonesian man cut off his 
own penis with a kitchen 
knife after discovering his 
wife was pregnant for the 
ninth time, a news report 
said here Saturday. "He was 
extremely stressed at seeing 
his wife pregnant again, 
knowing that his income 
was inadequate to support 
his family,” a friend of die 
man, a farmer, was quoted 
as saying by the Jakarta 
Post. Contraception is legal 
in Indonesia, where authori- 
ties have undertaken an 
education campaign about 
their use. But contraception 
is often opposed by reli- 
gious leaders from both the 
Muslim community, the 
laige majority of the coun- 
try. and the Catholic com- 
munity, which dominates 
several eastern islands. 

Bus conductors go to 
temple for ‘change 1 

CALCUTTA (AFP) — 
Calcutta's Hindu temples 
have seen a sudden, surpris- 
ing increase in their congre- 
gations in recent months. 
Most of the new devotees 
are bus conductors. Calcutta 
State Transport Corporation 
(CSTC) managing director 
Sudhir Dey says the reason 
is simple. "We have 2.500 
conductors, manning 1.000 
buses. Each day they go to 
work with 40 coins each of 
‘bag money' to give the cus- 
tomers change” he said. 
"Now there’s a national 
shortage of small coins. To 
tide us over, we’ve been 
sending people to the city's 
Hindu temples to purchase 
the contents of their collec- 
tion boxes." Tire CSTC coin 
crisis began in the middle of 
last year when the Reserve 
Bank of India, which used 
to provide it with 500,000 
small denomination coins 
each week, reduced the 
quota to 300.000 because of 
a national dearth. CSTC 
Chairman A.K. Patnaik 
said: "We had no other 
option but to turn to the 
temples. We're looking for 
five (0.17 U.S. cents) or 10 
poise coins in particular. 
“We also looking to revise 
our tare structures to min- 
imise the use of small coins, 
by rounding up or downing 
our prices.” 


Coin forgers 
given 12 years 

VERSAILLES. France 
(AFP) — A court in 
Versailles west of Paris, 
handed down 12-year jail 
terms early Saturday to two 
men who turned out almost 
Iwo million fake 10 franc 
coins worth a theoretical $4 
million, from 1987 to 1993. 
The prosecutor had called 
for sentences of 15 veais. 
Georges Lorree. 63^ and 
Patrick Vanfletercn. 40 were 
found guilty of making the 
coins at a workshop at 
Juziers near Versailles and 
of putting them into circula- 
tion in the Paris, Lyon and 
Names areas. Two other 
nien were given five years, 
including four suspended, 
for "complicity" and hetp- 
mg [o exchange the coins 
and two Yugoslavs, aged 42 
and 53 were jailed for eight 
months for “coven ng up” 
the traffic. 


